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PREFACE. 



It has been said, by a writer of some 
eminence^ that "a Preface, being the 
porch by which a reader is to enter into 
a book, it ought to be beautiful, that it 
may tempt him to proceed." 

Though this observation may apply 
with much truth, to works that are strict- 
ly original ; yet the author of the follow- 
ing little volume can only express her 
hope, that tibig^ sHmplicity and plainness 
of the eDUlrv||e, may not deter the pub- 
lic from proce^ng in its perusal ; but 
that they ma^-find reason to approve, in 
proportion as they advance through its 
^ imges. 

to 



It remains for her only to say, that 
she has endeavoured so to mingle in- 
struction with amusement, that the one 
cannot be separated from the other ; and 
that, in laying the scenes in countries 
Bvrbat less familiar than most, to 
juvenile mipd, she has been indebt- 
3r the substance of the information 
communicates, to the most modem 
most generally-approved travellers^ 
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CHAPTER I. 

At the 4ose of a long and eventful life, during 
which I have crossed oceans, traversed distant 
countries, visited the remains of art, and observed 
the manners and habits of men, I do not know 
that I can better devote the residue of my days, 
than in relating to my yoimg friends^ those inci- 
dents which have most interested me, or those re- 
flections which I have found the most profitable ; 
for time, whilst it has blanched my hair, and f ur-^ 
i^wed my cheeks, has not lessened my interest in 
the rising generation, nor my desires for their best 
wet£are, and their advancement in knowledge and 
virtue, 

I was the saa and heir of a widow lady in the 
west of England, and, like most other only chil-^ 
dren, I was at once the object of the roost unbound- 
ed affection, md the most unceasing solicitude ; q, 
aolidtnde which, I nynim to say, I oAa|i repaid 
with ingratitude, and received with iiMiiffiflsence, 

V 
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tmyaa mm ^rhetst Touredf :" "Maalar Heorf, 
yM tiMist not raii'fdpwn .the l^ or you wiB tBikf 
ifld many was the race I gave poor Ann, when, 
' ti^^Mbried out wMr contrd, I determined to follow 
my own will, and setoff at foU speed, leaving her 
to catch me as she could. 

At length, however, she resigned her charge, 
to the great grief of my mother, declarii^ that I 
was grown past her management ; and she was 
succeeded in her employment by a middle-aged, 
resqpectable footman. This was a new era in my 
life : it released me from my most insupportable 
thraldom, and it opened a fresh scene to my view ; 
for this man, who was a widower, had also an on- 
ly scHi, who was apprenticed to a carpenter, in the 
little village which stood at a short distance from 
our grounds. Never shall I forget the pleasure 
which I felt on first entering the shopat which he 
worked, when one morning, I had prevailed on 
my attendant to stroll beyond our usual bounda- 
ries. Here was at once food far my curiosity, and 
oiq[x»tunity to exercise my ingenuity ; and I very 
' narrowly 'escaped with an accident, in pressing 
Will Sheph^ to allow me to saw off the comer 
of a very tempting pieoe of wood, on which he 
was working. From this moment, I was never 
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easy unless I was at the ebop ; ani a wheelbai- 
wwf which was made for me under my own m> 

* » spection, although very &r inferior to the one I 
was already in possession of^ appeared to me tbs 
very summit of perfection. 

Had these visits continued long, there is every 
reason to fear that, with the love of occupation, I 
should have gained a laste for low sooiety ; and I 
only mention it to prove, that industry is a healthy' 
child's natural element ; that they are never so 
happy as when actively engaged ; that the exer- 
cise of their ingenuity is at oncQ a source of hon- 
est gratification and useful amusement ; and that 
the foundation of fiitme indolence andznidlbrtune, 
IS frequently to be trax^d to those nursery mdulgei^ 
oes and mistaken kindnesses, which debilitate the 
body, and incapacitate the mind for exertion. 

Our visits, at length, were discovered ; and my 
s^rant was dismissed, as unworthy of the qjnfi- 
dence that was reposed in hinu Manyalongai^ 

^ weary day of supineness and nothingness succeed 
^^^ ed ; and cheerfulness and vivacity pive way to ill- 
humour and constant dimmtenty^liU 'even my 
health suffered from my peevishn^ess. 

At this period, however, I W8t8 soddenly depri?-^ 
ed of my affectionate mothear,^ and, with all mj . 
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tmywardnesB of temper, my paHqmred appedtM^ 
mjuncontrolkd humours, tiansfetred by my guar^ 
dians to a large public school, fiv fiom this hxana 
of imbounded affectimi, this scene of fno^sant at-, 
lention to my tnshes, this domicile of infent pride 
'SDd power ; (for I was proud and imperious ;) a 
stranger amidst the busy multitude ; ' a humoured 
child, accustomed to think of himself as the only, 
object in the world worth notice, and now, for the 
first time in his life, cast among a crowd, and 
henceforth to be regarded, not with reference to 
his wealth and pretensioni^ but according to the 
talents he displayed, or the dispositions he dieh 
covered. 

After having been introduced into the play- 
ground, and undergone a long examiiiation from 
some of the senior boys, to which I answered ra- 
ther sulkily and haughtily, I was claimed as fag 
by a lad named Fellows, and was told that I 
should be installed into my new office on the fol- 
lowing morning. Little did I then know the im- 
port of the word fag, though but few days had 
elapsed, ere my quondam master taught me to ap- 
preciate the full extent of my duties : tofetch and 
to carry for him ; to be sent, when I came shiver- 
ing to the fire to the fiirther end of the play-ground| 
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Ssr a ball or a bat which be had forgotten ; to dean 
his elate, place hia book in readineas far him, and 
leave lay own exerci&es to minister to his pleasures 
« ^dume/ofBreonlya part of my duties. He ab- 
solutely insisted on my giung to bed before him, 
and then just aa I was become warm and comr' 
fortable, be would force me to rise and vacate it 
ftH- him, leaving rae to seek my own cdd dormitory. 
.. Many and many a tune did I rebel against lus 
tyranny, and I was Jsodounced the most imperi- 
ous and uQtractable tamper that the school produ- 
ced. Numerous were the schemes that were laid 
to subdue my temper, and break down my obsti^ 
nacy. Had these plans been judicious, perhaps 
Ihey might have succeeded ; but, in proportion as 
FeUows Impressed, I resisted : nay, more, the treat- 
ment 1 received had a very ;mhappy eSect upoa 
my mind. I &ncied that I was despised, and 
therefore I shunned communion with my school- 
follows. I became glocnny and reserved ; and ftom 
the humiliations that were inflicted, I turned with 
a stronger determination not to yield, and with a 
[ffouder and ^jll fiercer gpinu The elder boy^ 
therefore, ridiculed my [setensions, and the young- 
er ones dreaded my insdence ; till, from suppos- 
ing I was avoided, I came to know that 1 wa? 
positively disli^d. 
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Things were in this state when the arrival of 
tWQ new schdaiB produced a fredi sensation in 
our Mttle world. Edward Mackenzie, th« oldest 
of the strangers^ was fourteen years of age. His 
manly and candid4x>untenance, his good-hnmoor- 
ed yet dignified manneFs, produced an instant and 
qpen declaration in his &vour. Thift*wi8tf imiqe- 
diately confirmed, by finding that Iob acquire ^ 
ments and talents placed him in the first class at 
school; whilst his skill and agility in all oar 
games, rendered him a very important and inte* 
resting person in the play-grotmd. 

His brother Charles was one year younger. His 
disposition was equally good, and his abilities quite 
as respectable for his age. He had little of his 
brother's vivacity, still less of his fondness for ac- 
tive pursuits ; and his studious and retired disposi- 
tion, whilst it kept him aloof from the noisy gam- 
bols of the school, yet gave promise of future ex- 
cellence, and even distinction, in the path of life 
that he should hereafter follow. He also, soon be- 
came pn^rly appreciated ; and few, if any, were 
the provocations ofiered to a boy, who neither in- 
cited to acts of rudeness, nor sufiered them to pass 
without a proper explanation. 

I, of course, was neither on a footi^g^ wiJl^^Ed- 
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ward Mackenzie, nor^ an instant Bought to be 
acquainted with CharleB. I looked iqx)n aflS)thfit 

. dsnior pupil as only an additbnal tyrant ; and I 

bad too httk love for my compeers, to think of en* 

deavouring to overcome my. reserve, f&t the por* 

pose, of finding a companion in his brother. 

Wbibt^^l the rest, thei:efore, gathered roimd 

^ibern^ I 0t0od moody and alone; and on being 
ordered to fetch something for Fellows, I turned 
on my heel and left them, to enjoy my own dis- 
mel reflections, 

A circumsUince, however, soon occurred, which 
introduced me to the notice 0i Edward Macken-^ 
zie. A plan had beenc formed by Fellows for rob- 
bing a neighbouring orchard. Mackenzie had 
been asked to join, but he had positively refused ; 
and as his courage had been tried and proved, his 
objections were only received* in silence. I, of 
course, as fag, was ordered to attend ; and after 
having been enjoined seci^y, I was stationed as 
oentinel, whilst my tormaojbor and his companions 
climbed the trees. Just as they had secured an 
ample booty, a dog was heard to bark, and my 
signal was given. FeUows leaped instantly down, 
and in a few moments they were all out of sight 
I onIy;» who was forced to stay to pick up the bag 



FIRE^SISE STORIES. *13 

« 

which Fellows had dropped, was delayed in my 
fligbl^ and in a few moments fomid myself in the 
grasp of the exasperated farmer. 

It was not only being detained at his hoyse duT'- 
ing the niglit that t dreaded : I well knew that 
the followiag day would bring a flogging ; ,and 
though it was at the. risk of future misery if I (&r- 
ed to divulge the names of my companions, yet 
still I abhorred the suffering I must "undergo for 
my tyrant. Severe, indeed, were my mental 
struggles during that night ; but my resolution was 
taken, and on being led into the school on the fol- 
lowing morning as a culprit, I met such a glance 
from Fellows, as would have determined .me, had 
no other motive swayed mp. But at this moment 
my pride was roused : I longed to show to the boys 
my firmness : yes, I longed to prove tt^at I was a 
marir in spirit, and that Telemachus himself (with 
whose history I was much enamoured) could not • 
have kept a secret more sacred than Henry DWtry.* 

Accordingly, in answer to every inquiry I was " 
silent ; and I bore the severe punishment inflict' 
ed, apparently urmioved. But when ^^e broke up 
Ibr play, I did hope that, in the congratulations of 
my schooKellows, I should at least have been re^^ 
paid. Some of the ywmg ones did raise thdr 
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voices in my praise ; but my ambition soared fai 
beyond theit applause, and not a litde mortifica- 
tion did I experiejice, in finding that the elder 
boys were too much oocijpied with some new pro- 
ject, to talk about me ; arid when I tunled for ap- 
plause to Fellows, he tauntingly iteplied, that " I 
ha!d only done my duty." Irritated at his 
manner, I demanded haughtily my share of the 
booty^ this also he refused ; and when I insisted 
on having my portion, he bit off a piece of an ap- 
ple whifKhe held iji his hand, and threw it in my 
jbce. I could bear it no longer, and, in a moment 
of ungoverned rage, I struck him a blow, which 
he reti^rned with a forge that instantly laid me on 
the ground. 4, battle. ensued, in which, as may 
be supposed, I was thoroughly beaten ; and un- 
able to restrain my mortification and my passion, 
I covered my face with my hands and wept bit- 
terly. At this moment Edward Mackenzie passr. 
«d, vrtip, on seeing my grief, stopped to inquire intd 
the cause. 

At first I reiAained silent and sullen, but* the 
tones of kindness were so new to me, that insen- 
sibly my reserve gave way, and I confessed to him 
the whole state of the case. When I had finish- 
ed, he endeavoured to persuade me to dry my tears^ 
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commended -my adherence to my promise of se- 
crecy, but pointed out to me the error of giv- 
ing my promise in a wrong cause. " The firm- 
ness you have shown, Daltry," said he, " ought 
to have been exerted 'at ^r^f; we should refuse 
positively to commit -evil, though presented to us 
in any form. It is your duty,, according to thfi 
rules of the school, to serve Fellows, when he does 
not demand any thing contrary to rectitude and 
right principles ; but not even the orders of our 
superiors should ever lead us to commit a wrong 
action. For my own part," hfe continued, "I think , 
theft of any sort decidedly wicked ; anfi I fancy 
the old proverb is not very far jfrom the truth, 
when it says, 

' That he who learns to iteal a piiii 
In time will steal a greater thing.' 

And though robbing an orchard is, I know, by • 
schoolboys, considered as a clever thing ; yet re- 
member, when you take but an apple from ano* 
ther, you break one of the cpmmandments, and * 
one which is positively enjoined : you remember 
it Daltry?" he said, kindly: "^Thou shaltnot 
steal.'" 

'< But they would say, that I was sitbre than evef 
obstinate, if I tefused," I replied. << Obstinacy/' 
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answered Mackenzie, '^ is persisting in our own 
will in a wrong cause. Decision is firmness in 
a right one. We may and. ought to yield, when 
required, our tastes a,ixd inclinaticms to others, but 
we should never compromise our principles." He 
then mildly pointed out to me some Uttle points of 
perversity, which had led me into trouble ; and 
shaking me by the hand, assured me I should al- 
ways find a firiend in him. From this moment, 
I formed an attachment for Mackenzie ; and, to 
my subsequent introduction to his father's house, I 
am indebted for the cultivation of those better tem- 
pers, dnd the foundation of those excellent senti- 
ments, which as far as I have followed them, have 
proved productive of happiness, smoothed many a 
nigged path, cheered me in depression, and ena- 
bled me to walk respectably and steadily through 
life. 

I had soon an opportunity of observing that Ed- 
ward's practice kept pace with his professions, and 
, that he never enforced upon my atttsntion any 
thing that he was not disposed to exemplify in his 
own conduct * 

Not all the tem)>tations of a large public schodi 

^uld ever Kad the Mackenzies to deviate fixnn 

, the straight path of honour and rectitude. Sub* 
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terfuge they abhcxred, and evasioii, in any shape, 
their candid minds shrank from. The instance, 
indeed which I am |Lbout to bring forward, may 
appear trifling, but it is to little every-day occur* 
rences that we must look for the true estimate of 
character. It is not doing, occasionally, a splen- 
did thing, that stamps a man as really great and 
good. Such an opportunity of distinguishing our* 
selves may never occur ; and they who are over- 
looking hourly duties, as too little and mean for 
their notice, will, in all probability pass a very use- 
less life. To be constantly on our guard against' 
Uie encroachments of temper ; to quell the first 
emotions of envy ; to give praise to another when 
it is deservfed ; to see ourselves thrown into shade, 
and to be able to rejoice unfeignedly in another^^ 
success ; to speak truth, even when our veracity 
may occasion us censure — this is ti*ue magnanimi- 
ty of spirit, this is genuine superiority of mind ; 
and it outweighs, in its practical benefits, many of 
those brilliant actions, that gain for their hero the 
uncertain applause of a versatile crowd. 

But to return to the incidcoxt to which I alluded. 

A little dog, belonging to one of the ushers, had 
become a great favourite among the boys : and 
one day, as Edward and Charles Mackenzie, with 

2* 
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Fellows, were by themselves in the school-room, 
they amused themselves by making Fido jump 
over the desk whidi stood in the room, to pick up 
a glove, or an apple, which the boys alternately 
threw to the other side. In the eagerness of their 
pursuit, they did not peieeive that an ink-glass 
had been carelessly left on the desk by another lad, 
till, by an unexpected leap, Fido struck his hind 
legs against it, and, in an instant, it lay in shivers 
OH tb<$ ground. 

Their play immediately ceased : the boys for an 
* instant looked at each other with much alarm, 
for they weU knew that the usher to whom it be- 
longed, was a severe man, and that acts of care- 
lessness frequently incurred an equal punishment 
. with errors of a far more heinous nature. 

*^ What can we do ?" said Fellows, turning to 
his companions, as they stood gazing on the spark- 
ling fragments : " what can we do ?" 

" Do 1" replied Edward ; " we must go instant- 
ly, and tell Mi*. Smith the whole truth." 

« What, tell Mr. Smith!" answered Fellows, in 
astonishment : " why, you would not surely be 
such a fool, as to get a flogging for such a trifle. 
Better, by half, shut Fido into the room, and let 
them suppose it was his puppy which broke it ; 
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and he won't flog his own dog, 111 be bound to say. 
Sm you see no harm will be done, and the blame 
will fall where it should on Master Fido : eh, Fi- 
do ! eh !" he said, stroking the dog's long eaiSi^ 
" what say you to a whipping, Master Pidg ?" 

"You would not b^ so mean, svely?" said 
Charles. 

" Mean, indeed," answered Fellows, " that's just 
like you : always preaching up nursery notions. 
Let me t^ll you, young gentleman, when you have 
seen a little more of the world, you will become 
wiser. Besides, I say," he repeated, seeing that * 
Charles was about to reply, " it was his dog that ^ 
broke it, and I see no reason why we should suf- 
fer for his fault." 

" But Fellows," said Edward, " evasion is as 
wrong as positive falsehood. It is true, that it was 
the puppy's legs that threw down the glass, but it 
was we who enticed him into the room ; and it 
was through our carelessness, in not examining 
the desk, that the accident happened." 

"sWell, Master Wiseacre," retorted Fellows. 
" do as you like ; but I shall take care how I play 
again with such mighty men of truth." 

Notwithstanding the sneer with which this 
speech was accompanied, and which shook for a 
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momeiH poor Charles's resolution, more than all 
the arguments which had been used, they yet le- 
paired directly to 3\Ir. Smith, generously taking up- 
on themselves the whole blame, and not even al- 
luding^ to the presence of Fellows at the same time, 
" My good bo3^9," said Mr. Smith, (who, though 
a severe, was by no means an unjust man,) " the 
honour and truth that you have this day evinced, 
deserves encouragement instead of blame. The 
act of carelessness will not, I trust, occur again, 
and I shall^ therefore, pass it over without any fiir- 
* ther observation, hoping that your example will 
^ extend its influence through the school, and ar- 
dently wishing that you may ever retain the ex- 
cellent principles that you have received. Trifles, 
my lads, ' make the sum of human things :' tri- 
fles often stamp our character through life ; and 
he who disdains falsehood, or even evasion, in a 
matter of Uttle consequence, may be trusted in 
things of moment." 



« 



CHAPTER n. 

I HAD hitherto spent my holidays at school^ and 
dreary seasons they were. My guardians did not 
seem to think it necessary to send for me to their 
houses ; and, indeed, the character of unamiabi- 
lity which I bore, rendered me no very desirable 
companion. But now, Edward Mackenzie ob- 
tained permission for me to accompany himself 
and l»rother home, and early one bright summer 
morning we set out for the parental residence. 

We had a very merry journey ; for Edward 
was uncommonly playful, and even Charled was 
unusually animated. In proportion as we drew 
nearer, their hilarity increased. Every field, every 
hedge, every lane, seemed known to them. In 
this place they had played at cricket, here they 
had gone nutting, and there they had flown their 
kite ; so that in short, every step seemed but the 
prelude to a new story, or the scene of some hap- 
py incident. At length, Edward exclaimed, 
" There is our house." " What ! that neat, pret- 
ty house we see through the trees?" I said, " li is 
not so large as ours was." ^' Perhaps not," said 
£dwai:d; ^^butl dare say it is as comfortable, 
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and I am sure I would not change it for any other, 
be it ever so grand." 

I felt a little ashamed at Edward's having aeen 
my spirit of pride, and was therefore silent, till 
Charleg exclaimed : " Look ■ T^jIw"! tTiiTB nn* 
Tom, William, and ^eat J( 
the lane." In an instant tb 
we were saluted by two youi 
ed by a large Newfoundlani 
by its gestures, to share in 
Giving our luggage to the s 
a brisk pace till we came in 
■ at the entrance of which wi 
Mrs. 'Mackenzie, with three 

Id all my wanderings r< 
care," in all the various vie 
gress, I can positively aseu 
that the loveliest and moat 
< I have ever witnessed, is th 
and united family. Withoi 
I have beheld splendid mise 
py poverty. 

It was this delightful spir 
&|i:uly of the Mackenzies : 
tJons, and lent a sweetness 
manner^ which no pdish, 



FIRB-SIDE STORIES. 2^ 

eMild confer; for I have ascertained, my dear 
youiig friends^ that real politeness is founded on a 
kind and obliging disposition, and that they only 
are uniformly gented, who are always careful of 
the feelings of others. If it should be said, that 
perhaps the disposition of the Macken2ies was un- 
usually good, I must beg leave to observe, that I 
do not attribute their excellencies so much to na- 
tural amiability, as to the sound precepts they re- 
ceived from their excellent mother. From ]^eT 
lips flowed their first lessons in knowledge and 
piety, and from her example they learnt to appre- 
ciate the loveliness and propriety of the truths she 
taught. Whilst the most complete openness and 
unrestrained affection were preserved, there never 
was the least appearance of rudeness permitted to 
each other. 1 have often observed in other fami- 
lies, that many of those Uttle jars which disturb 
the peace of its members, arise from the. want of 
respect towards each other. Expressions and 
looks, which they would blush to use to strangers, 
are yet addressed to those to whom they are bound 
by every tie of love and duty. 

" Please is a very little word, 
And thank you if not long," 

said Enmia to little Charlotte with a smile, when 
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Bhe omitted the customary reply, and by such gen* 
tie and winning remarks were the youngesc chil- 
dren trained in this habitual politeness. 

There was also another point of character in 
this estimable circle, which I cannot refrain from 
mentioning, because, although a decided Chris- 
tian virtue, I have unhappily mourned its absence, 
where I should have most looked for its presiding 
influence: I mean the almost total absence of 
scandal and tattling which prevailed. To effect 
this, Mr. and Mrs. Mackenzie pursued a different 
course from that which is usually adopted by pa- 
rents : they did not insist on a total silence on 
these points, because they knew that the children 
would amply requite themselves, by talking more 
fully and freely when alone, for. the restraint im- 
posed upon them in their presence ; but they lis- 
tened to their remarks, and either pointed out ex- 
tenuations, for the absent, or what was, perhaps, 
equally striking, proved to them, from their own 
observations, that they were often guilty of the 
spirit of the fault which they ^ere condemning. 

I remember, one evening, httle Clara, on her^ 
return from a visit, expatiated at some length on 
the greediness of another young lady, in taking 
both times, when the plum-cake was handed 
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round, *' not only the largest, but tlie only pieces 
which had ice upon them." 

" Did you ask her if she was very fond of the 
sugar icing ?" said her mamma. " Yes, mamma," 
repUed Clara ; " and she said she was excessively 
fond of it : those were her very words, ma'a." 

" And did you tell her that you also were excess* 
ively fond of it," said her papa, " and that you 
thought that you had an equal right to one of 
these said tempting pieces ?" 

^^No, papa," replied Clara, "I should have 
been ashamed of saying that : she would have 
thought me so covetous, and I despise selfishness." 

" And yet, my dear Clara," said her mamma, 
" I fancy your strong indignation at it arises part- 
ly from an indulgence of the same spirit. Al- 
though you had plenty of nice plum-cake, you 
were not satined with it, but you envied her what 
you conceived to be a richer morsel ; and your in- 
dignation at what you term her greediness, arises 
as much from your%)wn disappointment as from 
her error. We may regret the prevalence of evil 
passions, when we see them directed towards ano- 
ther ; but when our own propensities are concern* 
ed, we should carefully examine whether it is 
self-mortiftcation we are lamenting, instead of the 
wrong principle, as we imagine." 

3 
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I cannot pretend to tell you what an influenoe 
the example of this&milyhadonmy mind — hxm 
often I proved the truth of the declaration, that 
"asoft answer tumeth away wrath." How of- 
ten my irascibility was checked by observing thdor 
gentleness ; and my pride and vanity dwindled 
into insignificance, when put in comparison with 
their unassuming and active virtues. Theirs was 
the language of conduct, and it was eloquence that 
carried conviction to my bosom. 

Could I be haughty, when all aroimd were hum* 
ble? Could I be imperious, when all were kind 
and condescending ? Could I give way to passion, 
when each one sought to avoid giving offence, or 
endeavoured instantly to make reparation for any 
slight I might fancy I had received ? No : my sul- 
lenness gave way under their benevolence, and all 
my kinder feelings expanded ; for here they were 
cultivated and brought into action : and when, af- 
ter a six weeks' vacation, I returned to school, I car- 
ried with me, not only the kinfl wishes of the Mao- 
kenziesjbutmyqwn eamestdesires and resolutions, 
that, by my future improvement, I might become 
more worthy of the regard I was anxious to secure. 

That I had many very difficult struggles with 
my long-cherished propensities, and that it was 
some months ere I seemed, even to myself, to 
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make any progress, is true; but the onoere and 
the perseyering will eventually siioeeed, and eie 
we r^umed again for the holidays, I had seciued 
the apfHTobaiioQ of my {weoeptors, and the good- 
will of many of the best pupils. 

Oh ! with what joy did we look f<Mrward to the 
renewal of those happy days we had passed in the 
summer ! and in the warm welcome we received, 
we were not dis&ppointed. ^ But there was sadness 
mingled with Mrs. Mackenzie's affectionate greet- 
ing, and Mr. Mackenzie looked graver than usuaL 
<< Where is Emma?" said Edward, as he missed 
her in the animated group : ^' is she Hot well ?" 

" Emma," replied Mrs. Mackenzie, " is very un« 
well ; but she wishes to see you, and aAer tea, 
you shall go into her room." 

Emma, indeed, was confined to her bed by an 
accident, that aroee from her good-humoured de- 
edre of amusing her youngest sisAer. Running at 
full speed after little Charlotte, she came suddenly 
in contact with a door in a dark passage, and re- 
cdved a violent blow on th^loiee-pan. Finding 
herself, after the sharpness of the first pain had 
subsided, but little inconvenienced by it, the neceeh 
sary precautions were not adopted, and thus an 
insidious and dangerous disease was suffered to 
gain an alarming height 
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No positive detenuination, as to the extent of 
^the danger was, however, prooonnced, till a few* 
days after our arrival : the dreadful truth then 
burst upon all with overwhehning force, and imme- 
diate amputation of the leg was pronounced ne- 
cessary. As no time was to be lost, Mr. Macken- 
zie undertook the painful task of breaking the 
mournful inteUigence to his child. Emma receiv- 
ed the sad information in silence, and for some 
minutes tears rapidly chased each other down her 
pallid cheeks : at last checking her emoticHi, she 
said, in a low but firm tone, '^ Allow me, my dear 
papa, to be left alone for half an hour : at the ex- 
piration of that time, I will ring the belL" 

The request was instantly granted : the interval 
was spent by Emma in fervent supplications for 
strength, and the bell was heard to ring as the 

hand of ihe clock stood on the expired half hour. 

^ Are the medical gentlemen here, papa ?" she 
inquired, as Mr. Mackenzie entered the room. 

" They are, my love," he replied. 

" Then will you say, papa, that I am ready," 
she answered ; and with such patience and forti- 
tude did the suffering, but heroic child undergo the 
operation, that not a flower was displaced in a 
small bouquet* that was given her to hold during 
the amputation. 
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li waa hoped that Emma's cahmieBS and firee- 
dcsn 6otQ aB iirkability would have seconded the 
efforts of the surgeons ; but^ exhausted by previ- 
ous pain, her constitution could not support the 
additional suffering, and she sank rapidly, but 
quietly under the effects of her disease. 

Many years have passed away since those days 
of sorrow, but never can I revert to that period, 
without feelings of deep but melancholy interest ; 
and as the voice of panegyric caimot reach the 
dead, and as the force of example outweighs the 
language of precept, I may, perhaps, be allowed to 
expatiate for a few moments on the virtues of Em- 
ma. In my subsequent progress through life, I 
have often been recalled, in recdlection, to her, and 
confirmed in an observation I have often heard, 
that modesty is invariably an attendant on real 
abilities ; and when I have noticed the pertness 
and idleness of some who haVe fancied themselves 
possessed of genius, merely because they could ea- 
sily commit to memory a lesson, could scribble a 
few lines of indifferent poetry, or possessed a su- 
perficial acquaintance with music or paintiog, how 
have I contrasted her unassuming talents, with 
her assiduity and perseverance in the pmsuit of 
knowledge. Genius, indeed, is by no means con- 
fened (m the multitude ; though no error is mora 

3* 
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common than that of mistaking showy acquire^' 
ments for real acquisitions, (X quickness of coim- 
prehension, united to some taste, for innate superi- 
ority. Never to begin any thmg that she did not 
mean to finish^ was one of Emma's rules ; for 
if, as she would say, a thing was worth doing at 
all, it was worth doing well. But it is not on her 
mental excellencies that I purpose dwelling : it 
was her unaffected piety, her unvajying sweetness 
of temper, her generosity in appreciating the vir- 
tues or talents of others, her watchfulness over her 
own faults, and her obedience to her affectionate 
parents that gained her the love of her own fami- 
ly. She never for an instant thought, that supe- 
4or abilities releas^ her from the obligation of the 
domestic duties; — that, because she was clever 
she might indulge wayward humours ; — that, be- 
cause she was highly gifted, she might look down 
with contempt on those who were inferior^ Sujce- 
ly it behoves those on whom are bestowed great 
endowments, to evince their sense of the blessing, 
by the cultivation of every benevolent disposition, 
by the desire to render themselves more generally 
useful, through the influence they possess oVer the 
minds of their yoimg companions. 

At the expiration of these sorrowful holidays we 
returned to school; and as I took myplaceintha 
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fiiBt cliifis, I was now regarded bb a senior pcqp^ 
and released from the thraldom of FeUows. 

I should tell you, that Emma, just before her 
death, had given to her brother Edward a vinai- 
gretteas a keepsake. This, at the moment of re- 
ceiving it, he had put into his pocket, fully intend- 
ing to lay it by in some secure place; but the fault 
of Edward, and a serious one it is, was that of 
putting off till to-morrowy what should be done to- 
day. The consequence was, that it remained 
where he had first thrust it; and thus^ in the after 
loss of this memento of a sister whom he had 1otb» 
^ed and prized, he had not <»ily to rue the depriva- 
tion of Emma's parting gift, but to undergo self- 
condemnation for unwarrantable carelessness. 

It happened, as I tell you, to remain in his pock- 
et, and being engaged one day warmly in a game 
of cricket, he did not perceive that it had caught 
the comer of the handkerchief, which he hastily 
pulled out 6f his coat pocket, and that it had fallen 
on the grass. But, although it was not remarked 
by Edward, it did not he unperceived. Fellows, 
of whom I have so often spoken, had noticed it, 
and the moment Mackenzie quitted his post, he 
ran and picked it up ; not, I regret to say, with an 
intention to return it, but with the dishonest deter- 
mination to secrete it I never was a friend to a 
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inimite detail of deI]iiqueiicy,aiidiheref<M:elBhan 
not repeat dl the sad &uks of this unhappy boy, 
of vrbom I shall have occasion hereafter to qpeak. 
The good had better remain in ignorance of vice, 
and to the bad my recital would furnish no novel- 
ty. All I shaQ say is, that he was an adept in 
ev^ act or trick that required evasion or agility 
to prevent detection. He had been a spoiled boy ; 
and, unfortimately, his fiithbr had never sufficient- 
ly checked his propensity to felsehood. He would 
sometimes smile, and tellhim, "he must not draw 
the long-bow so often," and thus, by softening the 
term, deprive the vice itself of its heinousness ; or, 
he would lau^h at his son's power of outwitting 
the less wary, and repeat some of his exploits, as 
a good joke, till FeQows actually learned to think, 
that to do a cunning thing, or, as he termed it, e^ 
clever thing, was better than to do a. right ane% 
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CHAPTER in. 

At the end of this year, both Fellows and Ed- 
ward Mackenzie left school ; and as my guardians 
deemed it best for me to spend a short time under 
the care of an accomplished and excellent clergy- 
man, previously to my entering at college, we aQ 
three took our leave at the same time. 

I had been in this situation about twelve months, 
when, taking up the newspaper one day, I was 
shocked to perceive the trial of William Fellows, 
for defrauding the gentleman with whom he was 
placed. I instantly wrote to Mackenzie for farther 
partictdars, because, from thetiature of fds mercan- 
tile engagements, I knew that he must often have 
had intercourse with the unhappy delinquent, and 
from him I soon received a confirmation of my 
fears. 

Fellows, it appeared, on leaving the academy, 
had been placed in a merchant's counting-house ; 
and soon, as might be expected, fell a victim to his 
own arts. Passionately addicted to every kind of 
amusement, and with a taste for dress and show 
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that far exceeded the ample aDowance that was 
made him he flew to the i^aimng-table, in the des- 
perate hope of retrieving his sinking funds. He 
was unsuccessful : again he tried, and again he in- 
curred debts to an en(»nnous amount. He had no 
resources of any kind, and a prison alone present- 
ed itself to his view. Under these circumstaiices, 
is it to be wondered at, that a mind like that of 
Fellows yielded to temptation ? In a state almost 
of &exkzy, he sought the counting-house, and there 
secreted a large sum of money, that in the absence 
of his master, had been paid into his hands by a 
g^itleman. 

The theft was discovered, and the offender se- 
cured. A long, tedious im{»risomnent followed : 
the ignominy of a public trial succeeded ; and it 
was only through a flaw in the indictment, that he 
received his liberiy. • But his eharacter was irre- 
vocably gone, and he knew not whither to turn. 
. In this dilemma, his father heard of a relation, who 
was about to undertake a voyage to Africa, for the 
purposes of discovery, and he prevailed upon him 
by entreaties and tears, added to his son's promises 
of amendment, to allow hiip to accompany him 
thither, as an assistant. 

About this time, I had budness which required 
my presence in London ; and, on calling cm Maa* 
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loenzie, he iBfi)niied me, that it was hifl intention 
to visit poor FdlowB ere he entirely left his native 
country. Accordingly, we took It boat and rowed 
towards the ship, which was lying^in the river, and 
waiting only for a fiivourable breestgto carryitftr 
from the shores of ha^qpy England. 

Never, never can I forget that visit We were 
both struck with the alteraticm thkt time, dissipa- 
tion, and sorrow had made in the appearance of 
oar fellen school-fellow. The gay, die haughty 
Fellows, had become humble and penitent ; and 
he, who before had looked down on every one, 
now seemed to consider himself as one of the 
meanest and most guilty of his race. " I have 
found," said he to Edward, whilst a deep blush 
overspread his cheeks, '^amongst my things, a 
vina%rette which was once yours, that you drop- 
ped, and I picked up. Would that I had never 
yielded to temptation even in trifles, and then I 
should have shrunk from crimes of magnitude ; 
but he who willingly commits what he may term 
little sins, can never say, * So far will I go, and 
no farther.' " 

We left him at the conslusion of this speech, 
and the next morning we heard he had sailed. 

It is not my intention to enter into a description 
of the voyage, nor of the various places at which 
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they touched in their prc^eas towards the pkce of 
their destination. Unhappily for them; just off the 
north of Cape Blanco, a violent storm arose ; peab 
of the most awful thimder rent the air, and the 
forked lightning seemed to illuminate the whole 
expanse of the heavens. As Fdlows stood gaz- 
ing in mute astonishment, ^he was suddenly roused 
from his position, by the cry of " the is ship on 
jQre." It was, alas! too true: one tremendous 
flash of Ughtning had split in two the mizen mast 
and he had but just time to escape into the long^ 
boat ere he beheld the whole vessel in flames. It 
was a majestic, but mournful sight. The almost 
intense darkness of the night was^ for a season 
lighted up by volleys of flames, th^t burst forth 
from every part of the ship, whilst the surroimd- 
ing shoals were, at intervals, sufiiciently illuminat- 
ed to inform the crew of their dangef , and then 
again shrouded from their sight, by the black 
clouds that covered the whole face of the sky. At 
this moment a wave washed over the boat, and 
swept off the unhappy traveller under whose care 
Fellows was placed, and he sunk to rise no more. 
However, at last, after surmounting incredible dan- 
gers, they gained the shore, and exhausted as they 
were, they succeeded in climbing the rocks that 
every where presented themselves, and determined 
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to renuun upon their summits tiD morning should 
fateak otet ihm heads* 

But on the dawn of day what a sight presented 
itself to them ! An immense jdain covered with 
white sand, over which w«re thinly scattered a few 
few creeping plants resembling iHanches of coral, 
extended as fer as the eye could reach ; whilst the 
distant hills, covered with wild fern, presented the 
appearance of an interminable forest The whole 
party looked at each other in silent despair : famine 
and certain death awaited them if they remained 
where they were, and yet, whither to turn they 
knew not. At last one of the crew observed a few 
camels feeding aC^ distance, and they resolved to 
approach them, in hopes that they might possibly 
lead to some tents. But what were their conster- 
nation and surprise, when they heard an alarm 
suddenly given by some children, whom they hod 
not observed watching goats, and 'in an instant 
they found themselves surrounded by Arabs. The 
pc^hed steel of their weapons reflecting the rays 
of the rising sun43eams, the ferocity of their ap- 
pearance, and their frightful shrieks and gesticula- 
tions, struck terr<jr into the little band. tJnarmed 
and defenceless, they could only await the approach 
of their enemies, and th^ were instantly taken 
prisoners, stripped, plundered, and'^conveyeii to a 
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miserable hut covered with moss, at a distance of 
a league from the shore. But this was only the 
beginning of the misery which the wretched Fel- 
lows and his associates had to endure. 

Women, who, in every oth^ country, are uni- 
versally celebrated for their compassion and tender- 
ness, in this inhospitable region, seemed to feel 
pleasure in adding to their sufferings. Under the 
pretence, as they said, of drying their eyelids, they 
threw sand into their eyes, they spit in their faces, 
threw stones at them, and suffered their children to 
follow their example. 

At the miserable hut I have before described, 
they found a young Frenchman, who, like Fel- 
lows, had been taken captive. He informed the 
company, that the Great Desert, or Sahara, as it 
was called, was inhabited by different tribes of 
Arabs, and that the party to which they belonged, 
were called the Labdesseba Arabs : that they had 
already sent forward one of their people, in order 
to erect small pyramids of stone, to direct their 
course, and preserve them from falling in with any 
of the hostile tribes by whom they were surround- 
ed ; and 'that they intended to set out for the in- 
terior in a few days. This intelligence plunged 
the whde party into d^tress. The idea of tra- 
versing the desert was dreadful to them, but com- 
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[JaiDt and TemoDHtrance were alike lAiavailing ; 
and, on the third morning, the tenis were remov- 
ed and placed upon the hfcks of the camels, and 
they set out on iheir dreary Vay. 

After having passed by #cane very high moun- 
tains, corered i pebbles, as sharp 
a&flints, and < sandy plain, over- 
spread with tl he feet (rf'FellowB 
were so excori 1 profusely at eve- 
ry step, and 1: ilk farther. The 
Arabs, therefi n one of the cam- 
els ; but this i only produced a 
change of sul ly hair and -hard 
trot of the ani ^quisite pain. 

And here I cannot help delayii^ the course of 
my narrative, just to give niy young readers a de- 
scription of this indefatigable, patient, and useful 
creature ; part of which information Fellows re- 
ceived from his companion in affiicticai, the 
Frenchman, and the other part he gained by 
actual observation. 

In those extensive deserts, where the earth is 
every where dry and sandy, where there are nei- 
ther birds nor beasts, insects nor vegetables, and 
where nothing is to be seen but hills of sand, the 
camel travels posting forward, without requiring 
^ther drink or pasture, and often endures a total 
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want ci sustenance, ibr six or mvea days succes- 
sivdy. It has small boofe, and its feet, whidi aiii 
flat, are divided above, (plough not quite through ; 
and are particularly adapted for travelling on sand, 
but utteiiy unfit for mo]pt or marshy places. ^ 

The camel behig Tewmkablj' docile, is easily in- 
structed in the methods of taking and supporting 
its burd^. Its Yoga are bent under its body a few 
days after it is produced, and in this manner it is 
loaded and taught to rise ; thie burden being every 
day incread^ by insensible degrees, till the animal 
is capable ot suj^rting a weight equal to its 
strength. The same care is taken to render it pa^ 
tient of hunger and thirst : while other animals 
leceive their food at stated times, the camel is re- 
strained for several days together, and these inter* 
Tals of famine are increased, in proportion as tha 
creature seems capable of supporting them. By 
this mode of education, it hves five or six days 
without food or water ; and, indeed, its stomach is 
admirably fitted by nature for long abstinence, for, 
besides the four stomachs which all animals chew- 
ing the cud possess, the camel has a fifth, which 
serves as a reservoir to contain a greater quantity 
of water than the animal has immediate occasioD 
fcnr; where it remains without either being cor-^ 
nxpted or adulterated by the other aliments. Yfbm 
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liie camel finds itself pressed with thirst, it finds an 
easy resource for quenching it ; and throws up a 
quantity of this water, by a siin{de contraction of 
the muscles, into the other stomachs, which serves 
to macerate its dry food. In this manner, as it 
, drinks but seldom, it takes in a large quantity at a 
time ; and travellers, parched with thirst, have of- 
ten despatched this useful ammal for die sake of 
the fluid it was expected to contai^i. 

In the long jomneys through the desert, as well 
as in other parts of Arabia, merchants and travel- 
lers unite themselves into a body, furnished with 
camels, to secure themselves from the insults of 
robbers, who infest the countries through which 
they are to pass. This assemblage is called a cara- 
van, in' which the number of itinerants sometimes 
amounts to upwards of ten thousand, and that of 
camels to a still greater number. Each of these 
animals is loaded according to its strength ; and 
so sensible is the camel of its own abiUty, that, if 
overburdened it remains on its beUy, and refuses to 
rise till its load is apportioned to its powers. In 
general, a large camel is capableof carrying athou^ 
sand weight, and sometimes twelve himdred, while 
the dromedary is sufficiently loaded with six or 
seven: During these trading journeys, they tran 
vel but slowly, and their stages, which are gen&i 
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nSLj regulaled, amount to aboift thirty or thirtjNfive 
miles a day. 

Each evening, when they arrire at the place of 
their destinatiw, which is usually some spot of yec- 
dure, where water and shrubs abound^ the camels 
are permitted to feed at large ; aind on such occa- 
sions, they eat as much m one hour as is fully suf- 
ficient to support them the succeeding twenty-four. 
They prefer the coarsest weeds to the softest pas- 
tures : the thistle, the nettle, the cassia, and other 
prickly v^etaUes, are their favourite food*; but as 
all natural supplies of provisions are accidental du- 
ring these expeditions, their drivers take care to 
supply them with a kind of paste composition, 
which serves as a permanent nourishment 

It is somewhat extraordinary, that the cameb, 
when they arrive in the vicinity of a spring, or 
pool of water, discover it by its smell, at the dis- 
tance of more than a mile. Thirst then excites 
them to redouUe theii* pace ; and when arrived, 
they drink as much as serves them the rest of their 
journey, even should it continue some weeks, 
which is not unfrequently the case. 

To the Arabs, the camel is invaluable. Its milk 
constitutes a part of their suj^rt ; they feed on ite 
flesh ; they clothe thaooselveB with its hair, which 
fiJboff every qpring; o^the urine, aal ammoniao 
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ismade; and the dung supplies them with fire ftr 
culinary purposes; Besides which, in case of pur* 
suit from the enemy, it accelerates their flight, be- 
ing sometimes known to travel upwards of a hun« 
dred miles in a single day. It is not, therefore, 
wonderful, thatthe|^ (consider it an inestimaUe gift 
from Heaven, and deem it almost sacred. 

Whilst Fellows was amongst this wandering 
tribe, who, as the descendants of Ishmael, have 
literally fulfilled the prophecy of Scripture, that 
their '* hand should . be against every man, and 
every man's hand against them," he had an op- 
portunity of observing the method the Arabs take, 
iit once to deceive and pacify this animal, when in 
a state of anger. 

One of the tribe having, by an act of oppression 
and cruelty, excited the rage of his camel, the beast 
became furious ; and his driver would, in all pro- 
bability have fallen a sacrifice to his vengeance, 
had he not hastily snatched oflf his upper garments, 
and thrown them in the place near whkh he knew 
it would pass; having first disposed them in such 
a manner, as to appear to cover a man sleeping 
there. 

The camel instantly recognised the clothes, 
seized them in his teeth, shook them with violence, 
and trammed on them in a rage. His anger then 
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being appeased, he left them ; and the owner re- 
Bumed them without fear, loaded him, and guided 
him as before. 

Another time, the calmness of one of these no 
ble creatures being exhausted by the impatience of 
his rider, he stopped short, turned round his long ' 
neck to bite him, and uttered cries of rage. 

In this situation, the man dared not alight, as 
he would infallibly have been torn to pieces ; nei- 
ther did he venture to strike the beast, as that would 
have increased his fiiry. His only resource was . 
to sit still, and for a considerable time attempt to 
soothe him, by patting him with the hand, and 
by using every little endearment to which the ani- 
mal was accustomed. At length, to his great joy, 
he succeeded, and the camel resumed, of his own 
accord, his pace and his road. 

But to return to Fellows and his companions. 
They had eaten but little since they had been ta- 
ken prisoners, and every feeling of himger, for a 
time, subsided into sensations of disgust, when 
they saw the Arabs take some barley-meal, and 
dilute it with sea-water, which they had mixed 
with pitch, and kept in goats' skins, to preserve it 
from putrefiiction ; and then kneadii^ together 
the whole with their hands, they threw' it iato a 
vessel, in which they placed some heated stones^ 
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and from whkdi, in tliis raw fltale, they contkai* 
ally took and ate it. 

It is true that they did not offer any of this do* | 
licacy to their vrretched prisoners, who were allow* 
ed to fast till they had killed a goat ; when, after 
having devoured the raw &t, they roasted the re- 
mainder in heated sand, ate the flesh, knawed the 
bcmes, and actually scraped them with their nails, 
and then threw the fragments to their captive^ 
ironically desiring them to eat quickly, and reload 
the camels directly. 

^ The repast finished, they resumed their route 
eastward. In the vast plain that they now cross- 
ed, not a plant, not a bird, nor an insect was to 
be seen. Even the wild beasts seemed to shun 
this dreary desert, whilst the melancholy stillness 
that reigned around, was oxHy broken by the cries 
of the drivers to their camels, or the sighs and occa- 
sional groans of the xmhappy captives. 

Bound, flat stones, white as snow, reflecting the 
intderable rays of the sun, and occasioning to the 
feet, that continually came in contact with them, 
the sensation of being pricked by sparks of fire^ 
were profusely scattered ampngst the almost 
scorching sand of this desolate q[)ot ^The duH, 
hdlow sound of the earth, and the red vapour 
that filled the atmosphere, gave an idea of travel* 
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ling in a country filled with flanmig volcanoes ; 
whilst, if ever a gentle breeze arose, it imparted 
, a sensation of inexpressible languor, chapped the 
lips, and produced upon the skin small, smarting 
pimples. 

After quitting this dreary region, they entered 
upon another plain, where the sand, which was of 
a reddish colour, was thiown up in furrows by the 
wind; and I cannot describe the pleasure Pel- 
lows experienced, as he gazed upcm a few sweet- 
scented plants, which grew on the tops of these 
ridges, but which, however, were speedily de- 
voured by the camels. They next entered into a 
valley surrounded by mountains, and, by the in- 
creased speed of the camels, they were certain 
that water was near; yet great as this treasure 
was generally considered, the noxious smell that 
it cast around, was truly disagreeable to the cap- 
tives, though the sight of the green moss that 
covered it was refreshment to eyefe wearied and 
weakened by gazing so long upon heated sand. 

At length, however, there seemed some hope 
of a respite to the sufferings of the prisoners, as 
they drew in sight, of the tents of the Labdesseba 
horde, to which tbese Arabs belonged; and Fel- 
lows remarked to the Frenchman, the almost paa^ 
tQral appearance tha^ the scene wore. The nu^ 
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siieFOUs flocks ecajttered^wn the sides of tiie hills, 
and the tents of the feople pitched amongst tha 
thick, bushy trees, gave an air of simple happi- 
ness, that drew tears into the eyes of the captives. 
But these ideas were soon undeceived, as they 
approached nearer, and perceived that what ap- 
peared at a distance lite beautiful green foliage, 
was in fact nothing but old gummy stumps, al« 
most devoid of branches, and so surrounded with 
thorns, ias to render their shade inaccessible. 

The Arabs were received with loud cries of joy, 
and even with the- utmost servility, by the women, 
who, nevertheless, not only poured down upon 
the Christians every opprobrious epithet, but min- 
gled with them acts of unwarranted cruelty. The 
hardships they were now doomed to imdergo,even 
exceeded those they had already passed through. 

The milk of the goats, camels, and sheep, be- 
ing diminished^ on account t)f the heat of the 
weather, the captives were obliged to subsist on 
snails and wild herbs. They slept behind a bush, 
out of doors;,, Mid when the rain fell, the least 
pressure makuSg the water spring up, their con- 
dition was deplorable. 

The heat continuing in die meanwlnle to in- 
cawse, and being succeeded by a protracted 
drought, even the native Arabs were reduced to 
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such ettaeaa!deBj as to be obliged to kfil thrir ca* 
mels and goats; to obtain the waier m thdr Bto* 
machs, which was of a greenish colour, and very 
disagreeable. In this dreadM juncture, seyeral 
(tf the litde party perished ; and it was resolved 1^ 
the horde to whom Fdlows hehmged, to go in 
search of new habitations*; and accordingly, late 
in the fpUowing afternoon, they b^an their expe- 
ditions towards Mcvocco. 

The stiDness, like the silence of night, that 
reigned around ; the faint remains of a breeze, 
still glowing with the fervour of the meridian sun, 
but sinking with his orb ; the hnmense waste, 
covered with dark grey sand, resembling the 
aslies of a furnace, and terminated only by a bare 
horizon of black rocky hills ; and above, the vast 
canopy of heaven, across who^e pale atmosphere 
no other object was seen imi the reddish disk of 
the sun dipt in the horizon, were circumstances 
which conspired to impress melancholy on the 
mindof William, and his companion in misfortune, 
the Frenchman, and forcibly rei^^ed them of 
their former journey through another district of 
this interminable desert. 

The very flints were calcined, and looked like 
a blacksmith's charcoal. 

Proceeding onwards, their attention was attract- 
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ed to a heap of whitish earth, covered wilh trunks 
of trees, thrown together in confusion, with their 
roots torn up. The captives now began to enter- 
tahx some hopes that they were about to enter into 
a more verdant n^hbourhood; but on going 
closer to them, it was discovered that their bark 
was entirely peeled, add their branches, brittle as 
glass, were twisted together like cords ; whilst the 
wood was yellowish, like the wood of licorice, and 
the hearts of the trees filled with a powder very 
hard to the touch, though producing neither smell 
nor taste. 

At a little distance from them, piled above each 
other, they could plainly discern an immense 
range of very high mountains, from whence enor- 
mous blocks seemed to have detached themselves, 
and in their fall to have been shattered to pieces ; 
whilst these large masses, over which the other 
rocks hung suspended, formed immense caverns, 
and covered the valleys. 

Uncertain as was the unfortunate Fallows, 
whether he should ever regain his freedom, he yet 
determined to avail himself of every opportunity 
of information that these arid plains presented ; 
and his attention was soon attracted by the dif- 
ferent appearance that two fountains presented, 
which were issuing out at a little cBstance from 

6 
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him. One drew abng with it a Uack, dimy mat- 
ter, of a sulphureous smell ; whilst the othar, 
which was only separated from it by a narrow 
isthmus of sand, flowed clearer than crystaL On 
Altering into a vaUey, which appeared at furst 
sight to be surrounded with mountains, and in 
which detached pieces of rock w^re he^)ed to- 
gether in promiscuous confusion, he was agree- 
ably surprised to find a variety of scenery, at once 
unexpected, and different frotn that which occur- 
red so continually in the dreary route. The 
ground was no longer parched and arid, but, as if 
it had once been watered by gentle rivxdets, it be- 
came mcrist, and presented a variety of fiirrows, 
covered with beds of pebbles, silvered over willi 
a nitrous kind of ice ; whilst the rocks which en- 
closed the furrows, being similarly encrusted, gave 
them the appearance of J)eing intersected with 
cascades. Leaves also, somewhat like those of 
the laurel, sprouted from thick reddish roots and 
hranchds, and creeping along the different crevices, 
reUeved and refreshed the wearied eye. 

Every step, as they advanced, wore a difierait 
BspecL Towaring above each other, rose pyrar 
mids of great st(xies, white as atabQ^ter ; and be- 
hind them waved loltty date-trees, whose tnmkB 
were warped even to the top, intermingled with the 
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undivided, unvaried perennial trunk cf the palm, 
cxo^med on its head with its evergreen bunch of 
leares, and, in some instances, rich in abundance 
<rf large ifruit. 

In other directions, the roots of these trees, that 
hung down the rocks, were glutinous, their bark 
breaking off at the slightest touch ; whilst the 
noble stems of many of them, extended on th6 
sand, stripped of their bark, crumbling to the hand, 
and presenting, underneath the outer coat, fila- 
ments covered with a saltish powder, clear as 
crystal, gave proofs that the extent of vegetation 
was yet confined to a small spot. 

But the attention of William was now called 
away to some exceedingly highmountains,covered 
vrith stones of every variety of colour : rose, violet, 
citron, and green, were mingled together in profu- 
sion ; and many a sigh escaped his bosoin, as he 
remembered how, in happier days, he had amused 
himself in watching his little sister Emma, wan- 
dering along the sea-shore, and picking vBp |]lebble3 
of fanciful shape or imagined beauty. 

Forests now, at a distance, rose upon their view; 

, and as they drew nearer to Morocco, they were at 

CMice surprised and interested, in seeing the irteiks 

ci trees descending fix)m the centre of the rooks, 

and apparently banging dovm Ul^e fruits; whilst 
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the roebucks sprung one after the other, over the 
precipitous rocks, or across the large branches that 
waved in the air. 

The Arabs informed Fellows, that there was 
but one tree in the iforest, with a leaf resembling 
the common parsley, that was ever injured by the 
lightning. 

• The whole party now turned a little out of the 
road, to visit the tribe of Arabs called Telkoen- 
nes, who inhabit this part of Arabia, and whose 
habitations, hid amongst mountains of sand, are 
alone accessible to those who are acquainted with 
the passes of the desert. The enormous serpents 
that swarm in this part, render the situation, inde- 
pendeiltly of its other pecullkrities, extremely dis- 
agreeable. 

Here they remained for the night. The camels 
were j^tau^ed in a circle, with their heads outwards ; 
their furniture, and the little lading they had with 
them, was next arranged in exact order ; and 
within 4he centre lay the whole party. In this 
maimer, indeed, the night was always passed ; 
though Fellows and the Frenchtnan frequently 
had their sleep interrupted by the sporting of num- 
bers d[ spotted lizards over them, which, though 
perfectly harmless, were, to say the least, very 
troublesome. 
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I have forgotten to mention the dews, which 
g^merally fall during the night sectson, and which, 
early in the morning, seem to precede the travel- 
ler at a certain distance. Through this medium, 
objects are so exceedingly magnified, that the cap- 
tives once mistook some shrubs for forest trees ; 
and our whole party were so fer deceived by a 
group of ostriches, as to imagine them a drove of 
camels, and put themselves in a posture of defence^ 

At last they reached Guadnum,the resort of the 
most daring of the Arabian tribes, and where the 
'inhabitants of the desert come to exchange camels, 
peltry, and gum, for woollen stuffs, (half white and 
half crimson,) combs, mirrors, tobacco, gunpowder, 
wheat, (fcc. This trade is carried on by the Jews. 
As for the inhabitants, they live in a state of mu- 
tual distrust, having their houses and persona 
guarded by large dogs. Here Fellows and the 
Frenchman were sold lo a chief of the Ouadelim 
tribe, and again they returned with them into the 
desert. 

The life of these people, they found, was very 

predatory ; and they changed their habitations 

» whenever pasture and water was becoming scarce. 

Tall, stout, and vigorous, their bristled hair, their 

ong nails, which they often make use of in com- 
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bata^ and which resemble claws, together witb 
their hanging ears, and unshaved beards, gav6 
them an appearance of disgusting ferocity ; and 
the two European captives could not help smiling 
a(. the various ideas of beauty, which are to be 
founc^ in every different nation, when they saw a 
celebrated Arabian belle issue frcmi the tents. 

She had long, projecting teeth, limbs of the 
longest size, and a body extremely thick. She was 
accompanied by another female, half of whose 
fece was daubed with a black preparation, in con- 
sequence of having given birth to a daughter. 
Had it been her happiness to have presented to the 
tribe a son, the w&ole face would have been thus 
disfigured. Her joy for a girl is celebrated in this 
way fof twenty days, whikt that for a boy is ex- 
tended to double the time. 

Fellows was struck with the extreme ignorance 
of this people, accompanied with their most posi- 
tive belief that they w^e superior to .any other 
nation in the wwld. They called the stars " the 
children of the moon," and believed that the sun 
rose ottly for Them. They lodged together in fa- 
milies, in tents covered with a thick cloth of ca- 
• • • • 

melVhair, which the women spim and wove, upon 
a loom so omall, that they worked sitting on the 
ground. 
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Their furniture was as poor as their habkatM% 
It generally consisted of two large leather'sax^ka^ 
containing old pieces of iron and old clothes ; om 
osier matting, which servied for a hed ; two lai^ 
stones for grinding barley^ a smaller one for driv- 
ing the pins of their tents, a few goats' skins to 
hold milk and water, some wooden dishes, and the 
pack-saddles for their camels. 

As the horde remained for some time in this 
part, they thought it necessary to cultivate the 
spots which the rain had moistened ; and for this 
purpose, they carelessly sprinkled some seed over 
them. A plentiful crop was quickly produced ; but 
as they were in a hurry to depart, they did not suf- 
fer it to attain to maturity, but cut it down, and 
roasted it over hot cinders. 

About this period, intelligence reached the tribes 
that a caravan, richly loaded, was about to pass at 
some little distance from us, and the whole party 
inunediately put themselves in niotion. They 
continued to wander about for some time to little 
purpose, and began to apprehend that the intelli* 
gence was false. The chief, tharefoi^, to whom 
^the Europeans belonged, proposed'* to journey 
towards Morocco, in the hopes that some other 
priza might be obtained, even if disappointed in 
this. The plan was agreed upon, and a succes- 
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mm of the tsaijae incidents took place that I have 
already described. 

After a time, they fell in by accident wkh a 
troqp of Mongeart Arabians, a tribe that inhabit 
that extent of coast which reaches from Cape 
Bojador to Cape Bla^co. As some jealousy had 
subsisted for a long while, between the chief to 
whcnn they belonged and the opposite party, a 
battle instahtly ensued; and during the combat, 
which was extremely fierce, Fellows and the 
Frenchman, who were guarding the tents, were 
taken prisoners, and the whole of their former 
tyrants routed. 

Eadi party, after the battle was ended, made 
graves for the slain; and the chief of the Ouadelim 
horde having fallen, his age was denoted by the 
space of ground that the grave occupied. 

As the Mongearts were returning to their own 
country, and as they were still tracking the desert, 
there occurred but little that was new to Fellows 
or Le Simeon, except that they encountered a 
more continual succession of sand-showers than 
they had before experienced., The wind being 
rather high, the flying particles, drifted with the. 
gale, rose at times into high mountains, and again 
disappeared as the breeze shifted. In this situa- 
tion, whenever it reached their tents, the Arabs 
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loaded their camels, turned their hack^ to the gak, 
and hasted away, as the only precaution which 
could be taken against being buried aliye. 

Their food, for the first few days, was ejctremely 
disgusting; consisting only of mflk mixed with 
camels' urine, and a little barley meal mixed with 
brackish water, when it could be procured. 

From the rapidity with which the party travel- 
led, the feet of Fellows and the Frenchman were 
again dreadfully excoriated ; which the Arabs per- 
ceiving, they scraped the soles with their daggers, 
and then plastered th«m over with tar and sand, 
which enabled them to walk without any farther 
difficulty. 

The humanity of these peo{de far exceeded that 
of the other tribe. Having passed some fertile 
spots, on which grew a large quantity of truffles, 
they generously abstained from eating them them- 
selves, and gave them to their prisoners. 

Arrived at the horde, the principal employment 
of the captives was making butter, by shaking the 
milk in a goat's skin, and in collecting dry bushes 
for fiiel. Whilst amongst the Mongearts, Fellows 
and the Frenchman -were often amused with 
the novel customs they witnessed. For instance, 
when they visited each other, as they often did, 
the honour consisted in permitting • th^ femate 
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gaesi to perform aB the woA of tiie tent. She 
dierefore assumed the management of every thing; 
dressed the victuals, churned the hutter, and kepi 
herself employed, while her friend amiised her 
with an account- of the affairs of the family or 
tribe. The heartiness of the welcome being mea- 
sured by the extent of the work. submitted to the 
guest, she generally prepared double the quantity 
of food necessary; so that the host was obliged to 
invite his neighbours to partake of the repast, at 
which the visitor presided; nor would she allow 
uy body about her to remain dissatisfied. 

The Mongeatts, indeed, seem to invert both the 
laws of nature and custom. The practice of beat- 
ing a wife, to prove the husband's affection, is 
universally followed : and the lady considers her- 
self despised, where reproaches only are lavished 
upon her. Hence it often happens that women 
are dreadfully beaten upon the slightest occasion ; 
and yet they profess to prefer it to those complaints 
the husband would lay before their parents. They 
always waited upon the men at meals, and were 
never permitted to take any thing till the whole 
fiamily, including the slaves, were served. 

One thing I must be permitted to say in favour 
of this singular tribe. They were imiformly hu- 
mane to poor William and his £^nd; and the 
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women especifilly took the greatest care to aseost 
them in mounting the camels. 

The rites of hospitality amongst this tribe were 
universally practised. If a stranger appeared be- 
fore the tent, the first person who perceived him, 
pointed out the tent to which he was to go; and 
if the master was not at home, the staw^e or mis- 
tress advanced to meet him at least twenty paces 
distant, and presented him with a draught of 
water or milk for his refreshment. His camels 
were then unloaded, his effects ranged round him; 
a mat, of which the owner often deprived himsdf, 
was given him, with whatever else they could 
offer him, or seemed necessary to him. His arms 
were taken from him, for two reasons, my master 
apprehended : first, that they might not be iftjur< 
by the dews ; and secondly, that they might be 
of the reach of the stranger. 

Even an enemy can claim the rites of hospi- 
tality : and if he once reach the inside of the tent, 
and demand it, no previous provocation can shut 
him out .from its privileges. But as the chiefs 
tent is usually selected, and as he is by no means 
richer than the rest of the horde, he could not sup- 
port the expense, were it not for the contributions 
that are made to him by the rest of his tribe. 

Their religion is Mohammedan; and if a priest 
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happened to be present, which was often the cas^ 
as they tmVd about to nistruct the children, then, 
at the appointed lime, all the Arabs assembled at 
the hour of prayer, placed themselves in a line, 
' and turned to the east, and if water was wanting, 
which was frequently the case in the desert, they 
rubbed their face and anos with sand, whilst the 
priest recited the general prayer. 

The education of the children was conducted 
an simple principles. A few Arabic characters 
traced on a board, inscribed also with a few max- 
ims from the Koran, formed the grotind of their 
learning. There is no force used to make them 
learn ; and it may perhaps serve as an incitement 
to the children of this highly favoured land, ta 
hear, that the little Mongeart boys meet of their 
own accord at a place of instruction, which is to 
them a place of recreation. There they assist in 
teaching each other ; and those lads who are es- 
teemed tl\e cleverest, are made priests, treated 
with great respect by their countrymen, and have 
no need of cattle; since subsistence is offered them 
every where, and by all the tribe. 

Before I finish the account of the Arabs of the 
desert, I must say generally of them all, that the 
prisoners were ofteu struck with their sobriety, 
and that the vice of drunkenness is almost un- 
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known amongst them. They Are also nffectioA* 
ately attached to their children ; and to behold 
this fierce and independent people amusing them- 
selves with throwing reeds in imitation of their 
hardy exercises, and to witness the natural efiu- 
sions of their parental love, waS often extremely 
affecting to Fellows and Le Simeon. In this situ- 
ation they were comparatively happy, and began 
to make some efforts to obtain their release, 
through the medium of some travelling Moors, to 
whom they made their situation known ; when 
they found that they were purchased by them for 
two barrels of meal, and two iron bars of about 
nine feet each, and were shortly after conveyed 
into the territory of the Monselemines. 

This part of Biledulgerid, which borders on 
Morocco, is inhabited by a people who differ, both 
in their religion and customs, from the Moors of 
Barbary, and the Mongearts of the desert. They 
. are, indeed, descended from the ancient Arabs, 
intermingled with fugitive Moors, from Morocco; 
and their country, which, though possessed of dif- 
ferent qualities, is for the most part fertile, stretch- 
es at the distance of several leagues, beyond Cape 
Non, to nearly a similar distance from St. Croix, 
or Agadeer. 

I cannot describe the joy of foor William and 
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his friend, when they again found themselves in 
plains watered by a variety of streams, and abound- 
ing with dates, figs, almonds, and palm-trees. 

Nor was their pleasure diminished in finding 
themselves almost immediately purchased again 
by an Arab of this tenitory, who at first employed 
them in drying the excellent grapes produced by 
the gardens, which were afterwards converted 
into brandy by the Jews. Their next occupation 
was that of tilling the ground 5 and for this pur- 
pose they accompanied the chief of the family to 
which they belonged, to the spot which he deem- 
ed most fit for cultivation. Here a kind of paddle 
was put into their hands, with which the surface 
was lightly turned up ; and round which, when 
they had sprinkled the seed in the earth, they 
planted bushes, to preserve it from the depredations 
of the cattle of the wild Arabs, and also to mark 
the place. 

Three months after this operation, the crop be- 
ing ripe, it was cut about six inches from the ear, 
and formed into little bundles. During this period, 
they laboured from morning till night in bringing 
the corn before the tent, threshing, winnowing, 
and placing it in magazines. 

Now, as I take it for granted that every child 
who reads these adventures, desires to be inform- 
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ed of the methods pursued by the nation that I 
have been describing, I shall enter into an account 
of these last-named magazines. "• 

These storehouses are not, Uke the English 
bams, built erect of wood; but they are fonned by 
making large holes in the earth, shaped like the 
frustrum of a cone. The inside of these holes is 
hardened by burning wood in them, before the 
half-winnowed com is deposited there. When 
the whole of the com is placed in the magazines, 
they are covered with planks placed close to each 
other ; over which is placed a layer of earth, laid 
level with the soil, to prevent its being discovered 
by an enemy. Every one shares in the produce 
of this depot, in proportion to the number Jbf work- 
men that he employed in the field. When they 
have finished the harvest, they set fire to the long 
stubble; and William heard that it was to be 
abandoned for two or three years. 

As soon as the seed-time was over, the chief left 
the plains, and taking Fellows and the French- 
man to watch over the cattle, they wandered about 
in every direction, only having recourse to the ma- 
gazine when they could not obtain resources else- 
where. Occasionally, the chief would take his 
captive into the towns, ^hich were generally oc- 
cupied by artizans and people of opulence. They 
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were always sitciated on the declivity of hills. The 
houses were or stone ; and they were built after 
the Moorish fashion, low, and covered with sloping 
terraces ; but one of the inhabitants toldLe Simeon, 
who always contrived to make himself under- 
stood, that the heavy rains, which prevail for three 
months of the year, injure them so much, as mostly 
to render them unfit to Uve in, at the end of fifteen 
or twenty years. 

Although the family of the chief, and indeed all 
those who reside in the country, eat only in the 
evening, the dwellers in the towns took their meals 
twice in the day; namely, at ten in the morning, 
and at sun-set - They also slept upon mats, upon 
the floor| of their apartments, and made use of 
linen; but these luxuries were unknown in the 
coimtry, .where they slept upon terraces in the 
open air. 

In these families, the Jiospitality that the Arabs 
(even including the fierce tribes of the desert) axe 
celebrated for, was exercised hi all its extent; and 
mahy a traveller partook of the simple entertain- 
ment, without the slightest desire on the part of 
the chief for a recompense. 

Among this people, they saw the beautiful Ara- 
bian steeds so much celebrated. They are treated 
with the greatest care, and so well trained, that 
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they not only know their masters, but are obedient 
to their voice, and will not permit a stranger to 
mount them. 

Peace being at this time established between 
the Monselemines and the emperot of MoroccO| 
Le Simeon contrived to forward a letter to some 
French merchants resident at Mogadore, who, 
touched at the distressing account they received, 
of the sufferings of himself apd Fellows, employ- 
ed an agent to purchase th^n, if possible, from 
the chief. 

The Arabs consented, and to the unspeakable 
relief of the wretched captives, they were shortly 
afterward conducted to Morocco; when they ob- 
tained from the emperor peimission to sail to 
France, by the way of Tangiers, which they ac- 
cordingly embraced with joy, and arrived there 
safely, after an absence of three years. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Fellows remained but a few days in France, 

He was eager again to enabrace his family ; and 

accordingly he left Calais for Dover by the first 

▼essel. The pleasure of embracing those so near 

. and deaf to hiii^' \^s shaded by the recollection 

of the causes ttiat tecasioned him to become a 

wanderer on the face of the earth ; whilst in the 

wan cheek, and sun-biarnt and furrowed brow of 

the traveller, they could scarcely recognise the r^ 

guls^r features and fine complexion of the once 

handsome Fellows. Their joy, howler, at re- 

. ceiving him again, was unfeigned ; and in his 

^wdate manner, and exact obsiferyance of truth, 

•"^togeth^. with his bitter repentance for his past 

errors, they traced the dawn of that happier day 

which was about to shine upon him. 

The father of Fellows bad long since discharged 
the debt due to the merchant; and his fears on 
thfit subject having subsided, it was agreed that 
be should henceforth reside at home, and take 
his place in the coigiting-house. 

I was present when he called on Mackenzie, 
and I invited them both to spend a day with me 
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at my lodgings. From Fellows, I at that and at 
different periods obtained the relation of his ad* 
ventures in the desert ; and I am convinced that 
you may rely on its truth, for many and serious 
proofs have subsequent years given of his veracity. 

In the last of these social evenings that our triO 
spent togeth^, I heard with regret, that, for a sea- 
son at least, I was to be deprived of Edwards' 
society, it being his intention the next week, to 
leave England for Bombay, and sail from thenoo 
up the Persian Gulf; partly on account of mer- 
cantile speculation, and partly from a desire for 
increased information respecting some parts of the 
country. We took an jmSbtionate farewell ; and 
from the regular osrrespondence which Edward 
from that time entertained me with, I am abjb to* 
compile the following particulars. 

I shall not attempt to describe Edward's voyage 
to Bombay, ftrwas attended with but little novel- 
ty, and no dangers, and would therefore not be 
worth while to occupy my time about it ; and 
even in quitting Bombay, I shall only tell you that 
Edward embarked on board of what is termed an 
Arab ship, being under the command of a Euro- 
pean, but belonging to an Arab merchant : and I 
shall pass over all the little places he touched at, 
nor stop to describe any one, till he reached Mas- 
kat, situated op. the eastern coast of Arabia Felix. 
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■ As I have already given my young readers such 
an ample account of that part of Arabia which 
contains the Great Desert it is but right that I 
should also afford them a short description of Ara- 
Ua Felix, or, as it is often temied, the Happy. 

Though less rocky and sandy than either of the 
other divisions of this country, it is yet sufficient- 
ly barren in most parts. Some valleys, however, 
between the mountains, and a few of the plains, 
which are so situated as to be well supplied with 
water, are pleasant and fruitful ; and here com, 
pulse, fruits, vegetables, and flowers, are produced 
in great abundance, excellence, and beauty, and 
reward the toil of the industrious husbandman, 
who is obliged either to bring a sufficient quantity 
'^ot water in skins from distant springs ; or, if he 
is happy enough to possess a deep well on his own 
domain, distributes the supply with an even and 
cautious hand, in little channel^Avhich are con* 
ducted through gardens and fields in such a way, 
as to dispose of every drop to advantage, in the 
refreshment of the parched earth and its drooping 
productions. 

Besides the fruits common in the east, such as 
peSches, apricots, dates, and grapes, lemons and 
. oranges arrive at great perfection ; and this coun- 
try also supplies Europe with a great variety (ji 
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drugs, siich as myrrh, frankincense, balms, man- 
na, aloes, and gum olibanum. But the most TaliH 
able production of Arabia is coffee, which grows in 
great abundance on the lower parts of the moun- 
\ainsj and in the skirts of the plains, and produces 
that sort of berry, which is usuaHy imported into 
Europe under the denomination of Turkey coffee. 
The shrub which bears the berry, so highly es- 
teehied by the Turks and other Asiatics, seldom 
rises above the height of ten feet, and does not 
often exceed seven or eight. Both the small 
branches and the leaves are placed in pairs oppo- 
site to each other ;. the latter, which are nearly foul' 
inches long, and two wide in the broadest part, 
generally grow at considerable distances from each 
other, sometimes an in h and a half or two inches. 
They are pointed, and, in figure and consistence, 
somewhat resemble the leaves of the bay-tree; 
being perfectly smooth on the surface, though 
without being indented at the edges. The fruit 
depends from the branches by footstalks, and se- 
veral bunches frequently hang close together, 

m 

The bark of the tree. is smooth, and of a greyish 
colour, and the wood white alid solid. The cof- 
fee-shrub requires a constant supply of water, and 
does not continue in. vigour above three or four 
years. 
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The natiFes dry the berries in the sun bei|||^ 
they can get oflf the husk, which is afterwards se^"^ 
parated by smali mills ; and even of this husk the 
AxBk& make a small coffee, which they prefer, in 
the hot season, to the liquor made by the berry 
itself. « 

I have spoken in other places of the date, which 
is one of the articles of commerce in this country. 
The tree on which this fruit is produced, is very 
tall, but' slender, having, like other palms, no 
branches hurt at the top : the fruit grows in clus- 
ters of thirty or forty pounds' weight. The pulp 
in which the stone is contained, is a clammy sub- 
stance, remarkably sweet, and, when ripe, being 
laid in heaps,^they become candied, or preserved, 
without any other sugar. The tree does not bear 
till it is fifteen years old, and it is then said to con- 
tinue fruitful till it is upwards of a hundred. 

In this place, (Maskat,) my young friend was 
amused and astonished to find inhabitants of so 
many different nations. Here was to be seen, in 
the crowded bazaar, the Turk, in his doliman or 
vest reaching down to his heels, of silk, satin, or 
. stuff, according to the quality and circumstances of 
the wearer ; close-bodied, like a cassock, and tied 
round the waist with a sash, in which was stuck 
one or two daggers, with their hilts and scabbards, 
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gtoptmented with sSFer and gold, or shining with 
precious stones, where the owner was a man of dis- 
tinction. The purse, or loose money, and the 
boxes containg the tobacco, of which they make 
frequent use, were also to be seen in this sash. 
Nor was this rich dress completed ^without a loose 
gown or coat, stockings of woollen cloth, with the 
feet of red or yellow leather, and shoes of the same 
noaterial ; with a crimson velvet cap, round which 
was wound many yards of silk or muslin, in the 
form of a turban ; whilst they usuafly carried in 
their mouths the pipe of rose or cherry-wood stemi^ 
which the more affluent decorated with silver. 

In another part of the same bazaar, Macken- 
zie's attention was attracted by the Hindoos, in 
loose, flowing garments of silk and muslin, con- 
fined round the waist so as to discover the shape of 
the upper part of the body, and falling in plaits 
or folds to the ancles ; with sharp-pointed shoes, 
having their toes turned up ;. and their hair gath* 
ered into a roll, and confined beneath a small 
turban. 

Here, too, the African, with his jetty skin, and 
his ornaments of copper and of brass, was seen 
mingling with that race, of whom, in the unerring 
words of scripture, .^it was predicted, that they 
should become a '^ by- word and a reproach to all 
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nations." The sons of Israel, indeed, are too well 
known any where to need my delineation ; and I 
shall oply say, that the keen, mercantile glance of 
this calculating race, contrasted finely with the 
wild, unfcontrolled look of the Bedouin Arabs, with 
their blue cotton shirts, belted round their waists 
with a white 6ash, and their upper garment or 
vest of sheep skin, dressed with wool ; whilst 
round their heads was wound loosely a striped 
handkerchief surrounded by lashes of whip-cord. 
Arabs of different tribes were there : some with 
their black, luxuriant hair unconfined, others nar 
ked to the waist, and all furnished with weapons 
of different shapes and uses. 

There is a slave-market here ; and Edward waa 
deeply pained in seeing the indelicate and unfeel- 
ing manner in which these unhappy victims of 
ayarice and tyranny were publicly exhibited. / 

Leaving Maskat, he sailed by Ormus, once a 
celebrated city of considerable opulence, but now 
a mouldering and wretched village. The habi- 
tations, indeed, of the Persians in this place, are 
truly mean and despicable, many of them being 
no better than huts, composed of the branches of 
trees, thatched with leaves. 
• Mackenzie next arrived a^ Busheer one of the 
principal ports of Persia, and where Qiuch of the 
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marchandise of the surrounding countries is 
brought to be exported. Here, therefore, silks, - 
rich carpets, fruits of various kinds preserved, 
rose-water of the finest scent, wine from Shii-az, 
wool, horses, and mules, were found in abundance ; 
and the place exhil^ited that busy air which marks 
invariably a mercantile scene. As Edward had 
here business that required his attention he remain- 
ed in this place for some weeks, and hence had 
an opportunity of observing a little of the man- 
ners an4 customs. Calling one day at the house 
of a khan, or governor of a province, Edward 
was invited to smoke the calean, which is a me- 
thod of passing the smoke in silver tubes, through . 
a vessel of water, before it reaches the mouth, 
which renders the tobacco mild and cool, and is 
attended with a less disagreeable smell than the 
cdmition method. Coffee in china cups, placed 
in silver ones, was then handed round. It was 
taken without milk or sugar, and was followed by 
acid conserves and rose-water syrup, till the calean 
.was again resumed. Soup or broth was generally 
served up at the first course, and the meal finished 
with a pilau, which is composed of mutton 
or fowls, stewed with rice, and a strong gravy: 
with the pilau a dish of sweet jelly comes to tbe ^ 
table, which is sometimes eaten with it ; and last- 
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ly, each pem)n takes a single spoonful of a thin 
kind of syrnp, in which ate sUces of various dried 
fruits. 

Edward naw finding he could ^lot finish the 
business which first brought him here, and that he 
was obliged to wait for letters from England, re- 
solved to embrace the present opportunity, and 
accordingly set sail again for Bassora. In his 
passage he passed by the island of Bahreen, fa- 
mous for its pearl fishery. The method of pro- 
cming these oriental ornaments, is by means of 
weights fastened to the 'feet of fishers, so lais to be 
easily quitted when it is necessary for them to re- 
gain the surface. Baskets are also sunk in the 
same manner by weights, which the divers throw 
out, and proceed to fill the basket with oysters as 
long as they can remain under water. When 
they find their situation begins to be disagreeabte, 
they make signals, and are assisted by those above 
to rise, where they take refi:eshments, whilst 
other fishers go to the bottom, and help to com- 
plete the cargo. When the baskets are loaded, 
by the alternate efforts of the several sets of divers, 
they are drawn up, and the shells opened. Of 
the pearls they are found to contain, those above 
ten grains are claimed for the sovereign, and those 
under that weight are the property of the adven- 
turers. 
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My ifiend found Bassora to.be a city of conside-, 
rable extent, the walls being twelve miles in cir- 
cumference: however, the whole enclosure is not 
occupied by buildings, there being many gardens 
and groves of date-trees within the walls. It is 
populous and flourishing, yet the houses are low, 
and the public buildings by no means magnificent 
The easterii part of Bassora lies by the river, from 
whence a canal is cut^ which extends quite through 
the city, and divides it into two parts ; a bridge of 
boats <^er the canal forming the only communica- 
tion between them. Vessels of great burden come 
up to the end of the canal, and smaller ones load 
and unloaxl in the canal itself. 

There is a strong fort at the mouth of the 
Euphrates, from which Bassora is about forty-five 
miles distant. The East India Company has a 
factory here, and merchants of several countries 
axe to be found in this place, uniting in a commerce 
which extends itself over the eastern world. It 
has also a coUege for youth ; and* it is the resi- 
dence not only of a bashaw, who has a thousand 
janissaries under his his command, but also of an 
Arabian prince, who draws his revenues from ex- 
tensive plantations of palm-trees, and from a traflSc 
in camels and horses, the latter of which are so 
highly esteemed, as to obtain very considerable 
prices. 
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Mackenzie having heard thalT a gentleman of 
very considerable abilities and information was 
about to'visit Bagdad, and meant, in his course, to 
pass through edme parts of the desert, requested 
leave to accompany him. The traveller politely 
agreed ; and having K)bed himself in an Arab 
dress, Edward was presently joined by his guide, 
equipped in trowsers reaching to his arms, and 
supported by a broad buff belt, in which were 
stuck pistols, a carbine, daggers, and a sword, 
besides ramrods, cartridges, and pouches. 

His friend arrived immediately afterward, and 
they took their places in a boat just large enough 
to hold two people, at their length, in the centre ; 
whilst the head and stern were occupied by the 
guide and boatman, whose oars kept time to a 
melancholy song, that was chanted by the former, 
as they rowed down the Chat Ul Arab* 

Continuing their voyage without any remarka- 
ble incident, they at length entered the majestic 
sweep of waters that marks the junction of the 
mighty rivers of the Tigris and the Euphrates, 
which, uniting their streams at this point, finally 
fall into the gulf by Bassora. It was impossible 
not to be impressed with this sublime sight; but 
Mackenzie and his friend found it difficult to 
imagine, with ^me travellers, that Koma, situa^ 
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ted in the inland gulf which is formed by the 
stxeams, ornamented with a few trees and slightly 
cultivated, could ever have been the fertile and 
beautiful scite of of the garden of Eden. 

I shall pass over the various places that they 
passed by ; few of which were of any conse- 
quence, and at still feWer Edward and his friend 
ventured to land, as they were surrounded by 
lawless tribes of the desert, with whose manners 
and habits you are already, in some degree, ac- 
quainted. It is true, that the Arabs of the interior 
are more ferocious and less civilized than those 
on the banks of the Euphrates, near whom they 
now were ; and I shall therefore describe a visit 
which they paid to one of the ^cheiks or chiefe, 
of this singular people, to whom they had des- 
patches to deliver. 

Mackenzie ajid his friend having sent forward 
an Arab servant, whom they had latdy hired, to 
inform the scheik of their arrival, they were short- 
ly afterwards shown to his tent, where he receivecf 
them sitting on carpets, surrounded by his princi- - 
pal people. Upon the plain around wfts scattered 
what might be called a camp : it was of no par- 
ticular form, but the tents were arranged in length 
as the plain opened, as neax as convenient to the 
stream by which it was watered, that of the chief 
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being pitched as near as possible in the centre of 
the encampment Aromid it were placed the 
camels, and the &vourite horses were picketted 
near. 

Edward, (for so I like to call him) haVing de- 
livered his letters, was requested to sit down ; and 
after having been assured of safety and protection, 
he was presented with some coffee and -a pipe. 
Dinner was then announced, and Mackenzie was 
pressed to partake of it. It consisted of pilaus and 
other Asiatic dishes ; coarse, black rice ; and the 
flesh of two young camels, dressed in various 
ways, some with rice, and some without ; whilst 
the bones were served in a soup, which was boiled 
from them. 

It was the first time that my young friend had 

. . ever been present at such a feast ; and if his Eu- 
ropean notions were not at first completely con- 
quered, bis- feelings of disgust rose still higher, 
when he observed th^ chief bury his hand in the 
{>ilau, part of which he immediately conveyed to* 

* - \da moiith ; and as there were neither knives nor 
forks, the meat in the other dishes was literally 
torn and gng^wed to pieces. Edward was, how- 
ever, obliged to follow the example, lest he should 
give offence, though it was with difficulty that he 
overcame his repugnance ; and he took the fiorst 
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opportuiuty that presented, of bidding adieu \A hin 
truly hospitable but uncouth host. 

As it is not my intention to lead you again into 
the desert, I shall not stop to detail to you the 
various Uttle occurrences that took place, in a 
route that Mackenzie pursued amongst them for 
some weeks, and shall only tell you, that travel- 
ling with an escort is a very different thing from 
being a captive amongst these wandering tribes ; 
and I shall therefore beg you to hasten with me 
to a place of deep interest, which they turned 
aside to contemplate, on their road to Bagdad : I 
mean, the spot where, it is supposed, once stood ^ 
the mighty city of Babylon. 

Whoever was the founder of this magnificent 
city, whether Semiramis or Belus, certain it is, 
that under the reign of Nebuchadnezzar it ar- 
rived at the zenith off grandeur and glory. The 
walls of Babylon are described as having been ■ 
sixty miles in circumference, eighty-seven feet in 
thickness, and three hundred and fifty in height.* 
The city is said to have been a square, each side 
of which was fifteen miles in length. The walls 
were built of bricks, cemented with bitumen, the 
natural produce of this country, and which in 
time grew so hard, as to be inseparable from the 
materials which it joined together ; and the earth 
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ifft making the bricks which built these stupen^ 
dous walls, having been all taken out of a ditch 
which was intended to surround them, this latter 
was afterwards faced with the same bricks, and 
being filled with water, added to the strength and 
beauty of this proud city. 

A hundred gates of soUd brass formed so many 
entrances into Babylon, being placed at equal 
distances, twenty-five on each side ; from each 
gate a street ran in a straight line to the opposite ; 
and the houses in each street were regular and 
magnified- Between every two gates were 

, three towers ; four at each angle, and three be- 

* 

tw^en each of the angles and the adjacent gate. 
Prom • north to feontijr, through the centre of the 
city, ran the- river Euphrates, over which, in the 

/ middle .of the ^ciiy, was a bridge of great breadth 

end h^ght ; and at feach end of the bridge was a 

'-palace : that on the east was called the old palace, 

end occupied four of the squares, into six hundred 

and Seventy six of which the city was divided, by 

• the streets cutting each other at right angles. 
The new palace at the west end of the bridge 
filled a space equal to nine of those squares: the 
former of these buildings was four miles in cir- 
eumfef ence, and the latter eight ; and this palace 
was also strongly fortified, having three walls 
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within each other. The hanging gardens of the 
new palace have been much celebrated as great 
curiosities : they are said to have been a number 
of terraces, supported by arches, and that the 
highest of them reached the summit of the city 
wall. Each of those terraces were four hundred 
feet in length, and of proportionable breadth: the 
ascent from one to the other was by steps or 
stairs ten feet wide. Water was conveyed, by 
means of engines, into an aqueduct, which filled 
a reservoir on the highest terrace, and was fr^m 
thence distributed among the lower ones. Each 
of them was adorned with statues, and filled with 
most beautiful and odoriferous shrubs ctnd flbw^rs; \ 
and to prevent the overflowiugs of the Eugfarates 
firom _being troublesome or injurious^ to the city, 
canals were made firom it, before U reached Baby-* ^ 
Ion, by which that part of it which flowed through 
the city could always be kept within bounds. '• ^ 
Of this once grand city, there now remain 00 • 
traces, except those which have been discoverei* 
by the researches of modem travellers ; and these 
consist of mounds of earth, formed by the decom- 
position of buildings,* channelled and furrowed 
with the weather, and strewed wdth pi^sof brick, 

* See an intereiting paper on the present state of Balu[lon, bj 
BIr. Rich* 
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bitumen, and pottery. A sepulchral urn of earth- 
enware, containing som^ human bones which pcd- 
verized to the touch, as also a large colossal figure 
of a lion, supposed to be an idol, with a circular 
aperture ia his mouth, in which a man might in- 
troduce his fist, together with the remains of what 
is imagined to be a palace, have been also dug up. 
Edward had it not in his power to inspect these 
remains himself, but he derived from an intelligent 

gentleman much more information on this point, 

► - - ' 

th^n his own unjissisted efibrts could have obtain- 
ed. In viewing this mark of Divine wrath, Mac- 
kenzie was forcibly reminded of the truth of the 
Sctipttire declaration : " It shall not be inhabited, 
neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to gene- 
ration ; but the wild . beasts of the island shall 
cry in their desdate houses, and dragons in their 
pleasant palaces ; and I will also make it a posses- 
sion for the bittern and pools of -water f and he, 
and his friend the traveller, continued talking on the 
subject long after they had quitted its desolate scite. 
The road was now straight, and many hours 
had not elapsed ete the little party came in sight 
of the lofty minarets of Bagdad, once the metro- 
polis of the, Saracen empire, pleasantly situated 
on a fine plain, on the eastern banks of the river 
Tigris. 
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This city was once extremdy extensive and 
populous, adorned l>y superb palaces, and other 
magbif cent buildings. Learning flourished within 
its walls, the inhabitants were civilized and cour* 
teous, and their languag^e the purest Arabic. At 
present, it is extremely fallen both in point of gran- 
deur, population, and elegance. The inhabitants 
consist of a mixture of Mahommedans, Chris- 
tians, arid Jews, the latter of whom are more nu- 
merous as visitors to the supposed tomb of Eze- 
kiel, (one of the prophets,) in the neighbourhood 
of this city, than as residents. Few remains of 
the ancient public buildings are to be found ; and 
the natives are by no means distinguished by great 
learning or politeness: even the language has 
been corrupted, in the various changes of masters 
to which this place has been subjected. Yet still 
it is the most considerable place of trade in the 
Turkish empire, on the side of Persia ; being sup- 
j^ed with all the eastern commodities by way of 
Bassora. It receives also the annual caravans 
from Smyrna, Alqppo, and the western parts of the 
empire, by which means it is fiirnished with the 
produce of these countries. It is walled and forti- 
fied ; and the grand seignior receives a considera- 
ble tribute from the numerous passengers that pass 
through Bagdad, in the land journey to Mecca. 
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Edward found in this pkce five mosques, and 
twice «is many', caravanseras, or pul£c inns ; and 
the market places, or b^izaars, which are arched, 
are frequently refreshed with water, to keep them 
cool, which is necessary in a country, where, on ac- 
count of the excessive heats, the markets are of- 
ten obliged to be held at midnight, and the inha- 
bitants are compelled to sleep on the terraces of 
the bouses. 

Here my young friend proposed staying to re- 
firesh hiniself for a time ; and, indeed, the intense 
heat which reigned fit this season, incapacitated 
him from proceeding, whilst the hot winds, which 
blew from the east over the long tracts of burning 
and desert sands, rendered the climate, to a Euro- 
pean constitution, at these periods, almost insuffer- 
able. For flight months, indeed, regularly, there 
is no rain, and this drought sometimes continues 
for the whole year, and even two for years together ; 
during which time, the inhabitants contrive to wa- 
ter their lands by means of cuts, or canals, from 
the rivers ; and by engines for conveying the wa* 
ter both to the high lands,. and to places remote 
firom the banks of them. Thus, by the exercise 
^of industry and ingenuity, this coimtry is render- 
ed so fertile, that it repays the labourer's care with 
an indease of two hundred fold in most kinds of 
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grain. This country «^is destikate of grapes or 
olives; but the palm-trees supply -wine. Nor aie 
the canals from the rivers only subservient to the 
immediate purposes of cyltivation : they serve to 
convey off that superfluity of water, which, pour- 
ing down from the mountains in the summtf 
months, when the snow is melted by the sun, xised 
to overflow the country, and to facilitate tfee con^^ 
munication between the distant parts of this widely* 
extended province. This distribution of water 
also eniiches the pasture, and is productive of 
excellent animal food, as well as milk and butter, 
in great abundance. 

Just as Eidward was preparing to proceed far- 
ther up the country, he received despatches thai 
conveyed intelligence of the necessity of his im- 
mediate return to Busheerj and, obeying the 
summons instantly, he bade adieu to his kind 
friend, the traveller, and prepared to take a finul 
leave of a country in which he had found much to 
gratify his taste, and to excite his farth^ curiosity*^ 

After a journey replete with but few incidents, 
the young traveller again reached Busheer in 
safety. He there found, that business of impor- 
tance required his presence in Shiraz, the secokid « 
city of the Per^an empire, and the capital of the 
province of Fars or Pars. 

8 
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I shfJl not altempt to lead you from place to 
place, on the route that Mackenzie pursued, but 
'shaU only present you with those pr^lcipal fea- 
tures of his journey that raost interested my friend. 

Pitching his tent in the valley of Dustaijan, 
about two days' march from Shiraz, Edward was 
ddUghted to behold, on the banks of a crystal 
stream, the clover and the golden cup ; whilst the 
verdure of the whole valley, and the pure ten^- 
perature of the air, forcibly reminded him of one 
of the beiautiful days in spring of his native coun- 
try. Sounds of music now burst upon the tra- 
veller's ear, and, on looking around, he perceived 
it was a Persian bridegroom, proceeding onwards 
to the house of the bride's father, whither he had 
before sent a present, consisting of clothes, jewels, 
and other ornaments for her person. He was 
mounted on horseback, attended by 'his friends, 
and diessed in his best. He was of a middle star 
ture> inclined to tall, but small boned. His com- 
/plexion was of a bright olive, his eyes black and 
animated ; and his hair, which was of the same 
colour, was close shaved, except on the temples^ 
where one lock was left as an ornament His 
^beaid reached to his temples : it- was shaved off 
the cheeks, but otherwise, a^ he was a man of dis- 
tinction, suffered to grow long. His cap, which 
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was dyed crimson, was. feoed wkh a Buchanan ^ 
iamb-skin: it was ten or twelve inches high, and 
so fashioned as to rise into four comers at the tc^ 
IDs shirt, of «chequered blue silk, was made open 
in the bosom, with straight sleeves without wrist& 
A waistcoat covered this vest, which was' svr- , 
mounted by a coat, the sleeves of whipb were 
close, and fastened with buttons ' and loops : and 
above all this was a loose coat, lined with sable, 
and reaching to his waist. His neck was quite 
bare; his trowsers were large and loose, and his 
woollen stockings and h%h-heeled shoes finished 
this singular but really rich attire. But what par- 
ticularly attracted the attention of Mackenzie, 
Were the housings of his horse, which were of an 
immense size, and embroidered with silver and 
gold : his saddle was similarly ornamented ; and 
the handles of the knives, which were carried in 
the plaits of his sash, were also composed of the 
same metals. 

Edward had not watched this group long, when 
he saw advancing to meet them another party, in 
which he clearly discerned a female, seated on a 
eamel, veiled from head to foot. She, also^ was 
accompanied by her relations, and attended by a 
train of servants, who conducted the slaves thai 
were loaded with her clothes, jewels, and other 
baggage, which had been purehased with the vnc€ 
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paid for her on makwig the marriage contract, 
with an addition on the part of h^ own parents. 
Both cavalcades having joined, they prepared to 
letura to the house of the bridegroon^ and passing 
again by the place where his tent was stationed, 
g^^e my friend an opportunity of observing the 
whole paity. The lady, he was tdd by one of the 
crowd of humble dependents that followed, was a 
celebrated beauty. She had large, tliick eye- 
brows^ to improve which she had dyed them 
black ; and her hands and feet were tinged with 
an orange-coloured dye or pomatum. On her 
head she had a stiffened cap, in which was stuck 
a heron's feather ; and her hair which was braided 
in tresses, fell down her back to a great length : it 
was encircled by a small chain of gold, set with 
pearls : at one end of which was a thin plate 
of gold, on which was engraved a prayer in the 
Arabic language, whilst the other end was fasten- 
ed to the hair above the temple ; and the plate 
hung down the cheek, just below the ear. She 
wore on this occasion a necklace of plain gold, 
enriched with precious stones, which hung down 
on her bosom ; and to this was suspended a small 
box of gokl, filled with exquisite perfume. The 
other parts of her dress were like those of the 
gentleman, only more expensive ; and she also 
"Sbad on a similar pair of trowsers and shoes. 
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The bridal party were fcHewed by numbers of 
persons, as they were both rich ; and, cons^ 
quently, much of the good cheer provided for the 
entertainment of the guests oh this feUcitous 
occasion, would be jM-esented to those who crowded 
about the do(v. 

Edward turned away from the festive scene, to 
pursue the road to Shiraz ; and he could not heJ^ 
contrasting the situation of a Persian bridegroom, 
who had never before seen his lady, and whose 
union had been formed by the intervention of pa-^ 
rents, with a view to connexion and property, with 
those happy marriages he had so often witnessed 
in his own dear native land. 

After a rather fetiguing ride, augm^ited by the 
heat of the weather, on the second day after the 
last-mentioned incident he entered Shiraz, and 
took up his abode in a house in the suburbs. 

As my friend rode up the avenue of trees lead* 
ing from the gate to the house, and entered the 
court-yard and garden, filled with odoriferousflowers 
and flower-bearing shrubs, with the fountains of* 
clear water sparkling in the sunbeams, and spread- 
ing coolness and refreshment around, he could not 
help acknowledging that, on this point at least, the 
Persians displayed good taste. 

8* 



4 



«k 



•« 



• 
« 



1 



90 FiM^ODB raoftics. 

Entering his new halMtation, Edward found in 
the centre a large room, in which a fountain was 
j/iAjisig, and s(MrinkIing on the tiled floor its gen- 
tle moisture. The house was low, and was sur- 
rounded by a piazza. On the roof was a t^race, 
where Mackenzie afterwards passed many of his 
evenings. There were two rooms at each ex- 
tremity of the hall, one for retirement, the other 
for eating; and, as the mattress on which Ed- 
ward slept was always rolled up, and taken away 
in the day, the parlours served for sleeping-rooms, 
and rendered a larger number of apartinents uik 
-necessary. 

All the offices are situated at a little distance 
from the house, to which there is a covered pas- 
sage from them. The kitchen-fire, which was 
generally of charcoal, was made in a hearth, 
erected, or rather sunk in the floor for that pur* 
pose, ovei* which there was a round hole for the 
smoke to pass off. 

Many days had not elapsed, ere my yoimg 
* friend went into Shiraz. He found the city nearly 
seven miles in circumference, but thinly inhabited, 
and thickly interspersed with gardens aod groves 
of trees. It is situated in a pleasant valley, ct 
twenty miles in length, and about Qne-third part 
as wide, which ill fertilized by a rivulet passing 
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through lethal siqpplies the cky/wiih water. Thk 
stream is inconsiderable in summer, but swelk in 
\he gyring; and sQmetimes becomes 00 rapid as to 
overthrow houses and buildings, and sweep away 
the com and other productions of the earth. The 
palace, which has been oosupied by some of the 
former sophis or kings, but now by a viceroy, ki 
extremely magniiic^it ; and the gardens belong- 
ing to it are said to excel those of Ispahan, both in 
size and beauty ; being no less than two mike 
square, and eaclosed by a wall fourteen feet in 
height. Nor are the gardens of such of the no- 
bjlity as inhabit this city, inferior in .elegance ; be- 
ing planted, for shade and ornament, with C3rpress- 
trees, which, for height, sU-aightness, and regu- 
larity of growth, are un^uoUed; and for use, with 
fruit trees of a thousand different sorts : such as 
oranges, lemons, apricots, pears, cherries, and 
grapes; all equally delicious to the palate, and the 
latter producing wine of exquisite flavour, sur- 
passing any other growth of the kingdom. 

The fruit-trees either form walks, .or are scat* 
tered irregularly over the garden; and the vines 
twine round other trees, from the branches of 
which the grapes hang in clusters of astonishing 
magnitude. Nor are these gardens less plentifully 
lisnished with flowers, the v^ty, colours, and 
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otfours of which are not rivalled by the choicest 
producticms of Italy; though they require here 
but little culture, and are, in a manner, disregard- 
ed by the gardeners, whose whole attention is 
engaged in managing the fruit-trees, and pro^ 
curing them a proper suf^ly of water, which, in 
this country, is indispensable. 

The streets of Shiraz are in general narrow 
and dirty, except those which he near the river, 
which are wider; and yet they are furnished with 
canals and basins oi water, neatly lined with free- 
stone. 

Macken^ obtained an entrance into the col- 
lie, which is erected for the education of youth ; 
and he found that the literature of the country, 
and all the liberal arts with which the Persians 
wete acquaiifted, were taught here. One of the 
students was writing, and Edward was amused 
with seeing him roll the letter up, fr^ten it with a 
bit of paper dipped in gum-water, and seal it with 
a ring, generally worn fcx th^ purpose, c<mtaining 
the name of the owner, and a sentence from the 
Koran. Indee^i the paper of Persia being com- 
posed of silk and cotton rags, and in a manner 
glazed, by a smooth stone being passed over it, 
fixed in a machine calculated for the purpose, is 
loo soft and easil/tom to allow of being folded. 
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Nor was the manner of the youth's writing the 
least extraordinary part of the business. He was 
etanding, holding his paper with his left hand, 
whilst, with his right, he transcribed with amazing 
rapidity and accuracy. He was a scribe by pro- 
fession ; an employment at once honourable and 
profitable, in a country where printing is not used, 
and where all their literary productions are in 
manuscript. In answer to Mackenzie's questions, 
he replied, that th^re were eight different kinds of 
hand writing amongst them, each of which is dis- 
tinguished fajr a name : the one which he w^ then 
using being termed nesky^ was esteemed the most, 
£^1/ ''^') being the tjrpe in which the Koran is 
usually written. In. their jcvdieary writings, he 
added, they carried the. lines from right to left, 
like those who copy Hebrew ; but he exhibited to 
Eklward his own superior abilities in penmanship, 
displayed in the variety of fantastic figures in 
which he had placed the sentences. 

The pen he was using was made of a reed, 
whieh grows in one of the southern provinces of 
the kingdom ; and lie dipped both it and his seal 
m an ink, which was thick and glutinous, and 
composed of galls, burnt rice, and gum ; which 
last rendered it not only shining, but lasting. 

One numung, sheet}/ after this, as my young 
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fiiend was passing through the street, he was 
alarmed by hearing loud oies and exclamatkms 
proceeding from a house, of which the outer door 
stood open. He entered, and found they arose 
from the relations and friends of a Perisian of 
rank, who had just expired. The women were 
addressing to the lifeless corpse the most pathetic 
exclamations; and they, with the men, were beatr 
ing their breasts, rending their clothes, and tearing 
their hair. Fearful of intruding on the sorrow of 
the party, he immediately left the room, and was 
proceectng**down the outer court, when he en- 
countered a party of persons^ who had be^n d^* 
puted by the magistrates to i*repare ib^ ^ ^}^ 
interment j which was done by takirig it to a 
pond set apart for the melancholy occasion, in the 
garden of people of rank, where it was stripped 
and washed, under the cover of a tent pitohed for 
the purpose. 

After having undergone this operation, the nose, 
mouth, &c. are stuffed with cotton, and the corpse 
is wrapped in a winding-sheet of silk or cotton, on 
which was written a few sentences from the Ko- 
ran, relating to the mortality of the body and im- 
mortality of the souL 

As the deceased was a person of distinction, 
Edward was anxious to witness the funeral pro« 
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oeesion, which tock place with much solemnity. 
The prieto and officeni of the moeque preceded^ 
the corpse with banners and ensigns ; on one ot 
which was the name of the prophet, whilst tlie 
others were decorated with ensigns ; and one bore 
a hand, which was called the hand of Ali. The 
horses of .the deceased were led before the body ; 
whilst the domestics followed, bearing his tmban 
and arms. The relations and friends followe(^ 
and the corpse was home by the neighbours and 
acquaintances, who are always so anxious to per- 
form this duty, that should they, even by accid^it, 
meet the funeral procession of one with whom 
they have been but slighdy acquainted, they will, 
though on horseback and proceeding on a journey, 
instantly alight, and claim a share in this melan- 
chply office. 

The burial-places in Persia, are never in the 
mosque, but in an adjoining field, and no coffins 
are used. The head of the corpse was therefore 
uncovered when it arrived at the grave, and was 
placed with the &ce towards the city of Mecca ; 
the other parts of the body were wrapped in a 
winding sheet, and the side of the grave next 
Mecca left hollow, from an opinion prevalent 
among Mahommedans, that after the body is in- 
tarred, it is reanimated by the soul, and undergoes 
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a*Btrict examination of angels, as to its past con* 
duct, whose report is to determine its future destiny. 

By the body, in the graye, was laid his turban, 
•word, bow, and quiver of arrows ; and a monu- 
ment was erected over it, bearing some passages 
in the Koran, in which the quick decay of human 
life was compared to the fading of a flower. 

Por the fii'st ten days after the funeral, Edward 
ClJ^served the women and children of the deceased 
visit the grave, leaving by it sweetmeats, fruits, 
and other provisions for the angels, whom they 
imagine attend and guard the grave ; and Edward 
mourned as. much over the superstition which 
shrouded their minds, as he sympathized with them 
in the luUer lamentations and affectionate'exposto* 
lations they repeated for forty days, on what they 
termed the premature departure of their friend. 

During this period, although they woto no 
mourning, they designated their grief by a total 
inattention to their dress, in refusing to change 
their clothes, and in not shaving their beards. 
Widows generally mourn more than the time pre- 
scribed, and, thov^ not prohibited, they seldom 
marry a second time. 

During t^e young merchant's abode in Shino, 
he received an invitaticm from the master of one 
of the principal familifis to supper ; and, as the 
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feast was attended with ceremonies peculiar to the 
country, I cannot but fancy that my young readers 
would derive some amiisement from the recitaL 

Supper being brought in, a servant presented a 
bottle of water, and, with a napkin over his shoul- 
der, went round the -company, and poured water 
on each person's hands, to wash. 

The room of entertainment was supplied with 
light by one large tallow candle, or lamp, whicii 
burnt in the court-yard, and a single wax-light, of 
large size, on the floor of the room, which was 
frequently snufled with scissors into a small ciip of 
water. A large salvor, in the form of a tea-board, 
was set before each person, with a plate of pilau, 
and a small quantity of minced meat^ mixed with 
fruit and spices. There were also plates of com- 
fits served ; and China basins filled with sherbets, 
both sweet and sour, and other waters; with cakes 
of wheat and rice flour, each of which was sprink- 
led with the seeds of poppies, and other seeds of 
the hke nature. These cakes are made thin, 
that they may be easily broken ; it being esteemed 
an abomination to cut any'.kind' of food with a 
knife, after it has been dressed. : When the seve- 
ral dishes were placed on the table, they all began 
without cermony, and devoured their food with 
great expedition. Supper ended, warm water was 
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bought to wttoh with; which was the more noceih 
■ary^ as the PersiaDa feed thootiselyes with thdr 
fingers, and are not very delicate in their manner 
of eating, greasing their . hands, and smearing 
their beards. 

After the supper and washing were finished, the 
company entered into conversation ; and Edward 
observed, that when the oldest man in the room 
spoke, though he appeared to be poor, and sat at 
the lower end of ihe room, every person regarded 
him with the greatest attention. 

The most unpleasant part to my friend, in this 
supper, was the quantity of asafcetida that was 
mixed with some of the dishes. On inquiring 
from whence it 'was brought, he was informed that 
it grew*principally amongst the mountains of this 
country, and was produced ftom a plant with 
branched, leaves, like those of a peony, v^h & 
large full stem, and beaxing seeds like those of the 
parsnip, or cow-parsley. The root of the plant, 
they added, when grown to a prc^r size and age, 
is bared of earth at the top, screened from the sun 
by the leaves that haye been pulled off, after some 
days cut horizontally, and again carefrilly screen- 
ed. A juice, liquid, and white like milk, then 
begins to rise from the root gradually, €Uid is cot 
levied till the whole that the plant will yield is 
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d>tainecL On being exposed to the air, the jum 
becomes brown, and acquires a consistence ; and 
it is afterwards exported into England, in large, 
irr^ular masses, whore it is used for medicinal 
purposes. 

I told you that Edward was pleased with the 
ehrubs and odoriferous flowers that surrounded his 
house. They consisted of an infinite variety of 
roses of the most astonishing odour, (from the 
leaves of which were distilled sweet-scented water, 
which was exported to all parts of the globe,) 
mingled with giUiflowers, both red and yellow, 
which scented the air, and contrasted beautifully 
with the orange and jessamine trees, that had 
been transported from the provinces of Hircania 
and Mazenderan, where they flourish spontane- 
ously ; whilst anemones and ranunculuses, that 
paint the earth, and also grow wild in different 
parts of the empire, were here in luxuriant pro- 
fusion. Nor were lilies, dafigdils, violets, and 
pinks wanting in the neighbourhood of Macken- 
zie's abode ; and often, as he gazed upon them, 
did they carry him back, in fancy, to that dear 
land, on whose green banks and cultivated par- 
terres, he had so often stopped to admire and pluck 
them. 

In the kitchen-gardwis of Persia, Mackenzie 
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found most of the roots and salads of Europe ; and 
no less than twenty different sorts of melons, of 
which the people make their constant food. Those 
which were first ripe in the spring, were round 
and small, but those that ripened in the latter part 
of the season, were much the largest and best ; 
being exquisitely s\i:eet, and weighing eight or ten 
pounds each- Persons of quality contrive, by 
preserving them un4^ground till the season re- 
turns, to have them all the year round. 

Amongst the cucumbers, which were also of 
various kinds, and much used by the common 
people, there was one sort in particular, which had 
scarcely any seeds, and which was eaten without 
paring or dressing. 

Although the art of pruning and grafting trees 
is not canied to the perfection it is in England, 
stiU they have excellent apricots of many kinds ; 
and their peaches and nectarines weighed sixteen 
or eighteen ounces each. Of one particular kind 
of apricot, which is red within, Edward purchased 
a pot They were dried in the sun, then boiled 
in water, which, thickened by the juice of the fruit, 
is converted into a perfect syrup, without the aid 
of sugar. -Apples and pears, growing principally 
in the northern part of the country, he could rarely 
obtain ; but the deficiency was amply compeosa- 
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ted by the oranges, quinces, prunes, and pome- 
granates, whiA he could always purchase in great 
plenty. Indeed, the Persians have such a variety • 
of fine fruits, that whilst Edward was amongst 
them, he witnessed, at an entertainment given by 
one of the khans, fifty diiSerent sorts ; some of 
which, it is true, were brought nine hundred 
miles from the place of their growth. 

Tired of remaining always at Shiraz, Macken- 
zie made several excursions into the neighbouring 
provinces. He was a botanist and a naturalist, 
and therefore innumerable sources of pleasure 
were opened to him. The plane-tree, the willow, 
th^ fir, and the cornel-tree, he found aboimded 
most ; but he also met with the senna-tree, which 
is very large, and usually rises forty or fifty feet in 
height : it is straight as the mast of a ship, having 
no branches but on its head. The bark is of a 
bright grey, and the wood serves for all the pur- 
poses of building. Nor was he less interested in 
examining the trees that produce the gum mastic 
and frankincense, the latter of which resembled 
the pear-tree ; whilst firom the leaves of the tama- 
risk-tree is dropped liquid manna, the best of which 
is of a yellowish kind, and of a coarse ^ain. 

Oncd) too, he met with the kirzebre, a native of 
the province of Caramania, in this countnr. This • 
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curious shrub grows to about the height of sir 
feet, the stem being of the thickness of a mail's 
leg. It produces round leaves, and flowers re- 
sembUng the sweetbrier. 

The royal grape, as it is termed, Edward had an 

m 

opportunity of partaking of. It is of a gold colourj[ 
transparent, and about -the size of an olive. It is 
never watered, and the fruit grows only on the 
yoimg branches. From it the best wine in the 
coumtry is made. 

Mackenzie, as I have told you, was always on 

« 

the look-out for subjects of observation ; and, one 
morning, taking a stroll before breakfast, his at- 
tention was attracted by seeing a number of per- 
sons busily employed in a field, which he had late- 
ly seen luxuriant with poppies in full bloom, many 
of which had attained the height of four feet. He 
went up to them, and founds that the leaves having 
fallen off^ and the heads become nearly ripe, they 
were making incisions in them, with a sharp in- 
strument^ and collecting the thick Uquid juice that 
flowed from them. This juice, he learnt, was 
afterward worked up with a little water, till it 
became of the consistence and brightness of the 
finest pitch ; and, afterward, exported, under the 
name of opium, in flat, irregidar masses, into 
Europe. 
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. Another day my friend observed, on a large tree, 
with winged leaves like those of an ash, some 
pointed nuts, about the size and shape of filberts ; 
and, on gathering one, and breaking off the outer . 
dhall, he found it to contain a kernel of a pale 
greenish colour, covered with a yellowish skin, 
which, on tasting, he instantly discovered to be the 
pistachio nut. 

But nothing more amused Edward, whilst 
amongst the Persians, than their skill in horse- 
manship; in which, indeed, they excel most other 
nations. He was astonished to see with what 
grace and dexterity they mounted their steeds, 
sitting steadily pn their saddles, whilst galloping 
with a loose rein ; and then stopping short, or sud- 
denly turning to the right or left, whilst the horse ■ 
was upon full speed. 

Observing a party of horsemen at » little dis- 
tance one day, he drew near, and his attention was 
directly attracted by a game which they were 
playing. Each of the men who wer&eng^ed, 
was provided with a short bat, with which he ertr 
deavoured to strike aball,whichwas thrown among 
the competitors stooping almost to the ground for 
that purpose, whilst his horse was at fuB speed. 
The game was to be obtained by driving the ball * 

to a certaui goal, and he who struck it oilenest in - 
the attempt, was the winner. * 
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To the schodb abo Edward often resorted, to 

eee the young pupik taught to shoot with the bow 

at a mark; an exercise in which they greatly 

excel, arriving at^a wonderful degree of steadiness 

^ and dexterity* 

In the use of the sabre and the lance the pupib 
were also initiated. The former was thrown (Xk 
horseback, and very considerable skill was often 
-displayed in these exercises. 

The scarcity of water in Persia, often rendered 
the method of its conveyance to the corn-fields^ 
gardens, and city, an amusing sight to the young 
traveller. Indeed, its proper management is of 
the utmost importance, and an qfficer is appointed 
in every province, for the purpose of seeing: it regu- 
larly distributed; every Uttle spring or rivulet 
being coaducted to that part of the country wh^e 
it is most wanted. Wells of a prodigious depth 
and breadth are in many places dug; out of 
which, with the assistance of oxen, they draw up 
water in great leather buckets, which are emptied 
4nto large cisterns, where the water is reserved, to 
be used by the people as occasion may require. 
And there are also some subterraneous aqueductsj^ . 
through which the water is sometimes conveyed 
to the distance of twenty and thirty leagues, built 
about two &lhoms high, and arched with brick ; 
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holes, like wells, being made at the distance of 
twenty paces, for the convenience of repairing. 
The distribution of the vater is made one day to 
one quarter of the town and another day to the- 
other, till aU are suppUed ; every person opening 
for its reception, the c^al or. reservoir in his gar- 
den, for which a certain yearly sum is paid to 
►government for every garden ; and as it is easy 
for a person to divert his neighbour's water into his 
own receptacle, they punish this offence with great 
severity. By an ancient law it was enacted, that 
whoever conveyed the water of a spnng to any 
spot which had not been watered, before, should, 
besides other immunities, enjoy the benefit of that 
water, even to the end of the fifth generation. 
The custom is still observed, and the day on 
which it is first introduced, is a day of rejoicing 
among the peasantry. A fortunate hour is ap- 
pointed for ilaJaeiag-lct ioose, shouts of joy are ' 
heard, and exclamations of, "May prosperity 
attend it," are echoed on every side. 

Whilst the young traveller was at Shiraz, he 
determined to visit the ruins of Persepolis, situa- 
ted about ten leagues distant, and once a ^eat, 
flourishing, and magnificent city ; but sacrificed 
to the wild caprice of a courtezan, by Alexander 
'Ihe Great, in a fit of intemperance. 
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The remains of this city stand upon a long*, 
narrow, and well-watered plain. They appeal ai 
present, in the form of an ampitheatre, and axe 
encompassedf, at^some distance, by a chain of hills 
of the same figure. 

As Edward walked along the mouldering range 
of ruins, imagination forcibly reverted to those 
days when kings and conquerors dwelt within its 
precincts, and passed in revehy and mirth, those 
days which are now numbered with " the genem^ 
tions before the flood.'' 

Th(Te are still remaining several gates and 
staircases, besides a variety of pillars or columns 
with highly ornamented capitals, and a vast va- 
riety of lofty portals. There are also standing 
some walls of black marble, polished on the sur- 
fiwe, the blocks of which they are composed being 
enormous. A large terrace, which these stupen- 
- dous walls seem calculated icy support, stretches 
itself onwards, till it nearly reaches the moun- 
tains ; whilst innumerable mutilated statues,. and 
broken figures of animals, are scattered along the 
plain, and prove that, in its prosperity, it must 
have been richly adorned with these works of the 
statuary. 

Mackenzie was possessed of too classical a 
mind, not to observe that the drapery of the ho- 
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man figures, visible on the different parts of these 
remains of antiquity, di&rs totally firom that of 
the ancient Greek and Roman sculpture. The 
habits of those who appeared to be military, were 
evidently those of the Persians and Modes. 

The stones which compose the greater part of 
these buildings are blue, but others are of differ- 
ent colours : yeUow, red, deeper blue, white, black, 
and grey, are employed in the ornamental parts ; 
particularly within the portals, and in the windows 
and pavements. They are, however, all polished 
to a degree of transpegrency, and their, surfaces are 
as perfect as that of a mirror. 

But it is useless for me to attempt to give you 
an idea of these superb ruins. You must, there- 
fiire, be satisfied with the outline that I have 
sketched, and accompany Edward to the sepul- 
chres of the kings, that lie at a small distance from 
die mountains. Some of these are in exceedingly 
good preservation, and highly ornamented with 
figures and warriors, many of which are as large 
as life. On certain days in every year, great 
numbers of Persians visit one of these tombs, 
which contains the ashes of a venerated monarch. 
The father of this prince, who was originally a 
peasant lies near him. I^ monument in refer- 
ence to his humble origin, is very simple, and far 
less decorated than that of his son. 
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The time for Mackenzie to leave Shiraz now 
drew near, and with feelings of unfeigned joy, he 
prepared to journey back again to Busheer ; from 
whence he proceeded to Bombay, and by the first 
vessel to England. 

Need I describe the joy with which he was wel- 
comed by his endeared femily and friends, of 
whom I was one of the party ? To those who 
are members of an affectionate circle, such a de- 
scription were vain; and to those trho^arefioli. 
unhappily, it is useless to delineate what they can- 
not comprehend. 

But I find that t have entered so fully into 
Edward's travels, that I have scarcely left space to 
give the continuation of my own narrative of the 
lands that I have visited, the curiosities that I have 
seen, or the habits and manners I have witnessed ; 
and as I hope my young readers are sufiiciently 
interested in that part of my stories which has 
already been related, to render them anxious to 
hear the remainder, I shall now proceed, without 
farther delay, with the account of my own adven- 
tures. 
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CHAPTER V. 

My young readers will perhaps recollect, that 
in the first chapter of this little work, I mentioned 
that I had crossed oceans, traversed mountains, 
and visited distant countries ; and in order to 
, render my history complete, which has been so 
long interrupted by the narrations of my school- 
fellows, I must beg them to return with me to that 
period of my life, when I told them that, on quit- 
ting school^ I was placed under the care of a clergy- 
man in the country, preparatory to my being 
entered at the university. 

My tutor was not only a man of entensive 
erudition and eminent learning, but he was also 
a naturalist, a botanist, and a geologist ; and whilst 
he unrolled to me the vast stores of classical lite- 
rature, he unfolded also to me the ample volume 
of natural philosophy, and led me firom the study 
of the sages and orators of Greece, from the 
forum and the senate of ancient Rome, from the 
contemplation of human science, and art, to an 
investigation of the beauty, the skill, the wisd(»n, 
and the design, manifested in the insect that 

10 
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fluttered in the breeze, the flower that perfumed 
the gale, or the pebble that we trod under foot. 

With such an instructor, our retirement could 
not be solitude ; for every evening's walk teemed 
with amusement, and every pool, every hedge, 
and every bank, was animated with life and mo- 
tion. Nor was it only in the increased acquire 
ments of knowledge, that these pursuits were use- 
ful to me : my curiosity was directed to proper sub- 
jects, my attention was diverted 'from myself, and 
all the long train of wants and wishes that devolve 
on the idle, to other and nobler objects. It is true, 
there were moments when my pride, and my love 
of distinction would manifest themselves ; and 
more than once I was tempted to be vain of my 
newly-acquired information, And to look down 
with contempt on others who were less intimately 
acquainted with things that were now familiar to 
me. But Mr. Elwood, who watched as assiduous- 
ly the variations of my disposition as he did the 
cultivation of my talents, checked, as far as in 
him lay, these erroneous notions. 

" Knowledge, my dear Daltry," he would sBjj 
"is, indeed, power ; but in proportion as our power 
increases, our benevolence should extend ; for 
whilst cidtivating to the utmost the talents be- 
stowed upon us is a bounden duty, every new 
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possession that raises us above those with whom 
we commonly associate, is an imperative call 
upon us to double our diligence in umng aright 
the advantages conferred upon us. It is of little 
cwsequence whether it be learning, or wealth, or 
rank, that elevates us : each and all incur an ad- 
ditional responsibility, and ea.cb and all must be 
faithfully aecounted for, in that great day when 
the secrets of all hearts shall be known — ^when 
these splendid gifts shall be recalled, end we be 
judged not only by what we fnight have done, 
but by what we have done." 

These were great and awful truths ; and whilst 
I contemplated his elegance of manners, whilst I 
felt his mental superiority, whibt I knew his ac- 
tive benevolence and his practical piety, I neither 
dared to deny nor despise them. No : they sunk 
deep into my heart, and whilst I still Followed him 
^t an bumble distance, I yet strove and prayed to 
be made more conf<:»rmable to that holy Pattern, 
that Divine Redeemer, by whose precepts I knew 
he walked, by whose spirit I believed he was 
^idf^. * • 

In this manner, three years gUded over my 
head, with no other variation than those occa- 
sional trips to the metropolis I before mentioned ; 
and, 1^ I was to loave him after this vacation^ I 
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determined to remain with him during the Chrisl- 
mas holidays. 

We were sitting one evening romid the fir^ 
and had entered into an animated conversedion^ 
on the interesting letters of the younger Pliny, 
when a loud rap not only startled us, but roused 
Wdf, our noble .do^, from the sound nap into 
which he had fallen. " Who can this be, I won- 
der?" said Mr. Elwood, and in the next moment 
the door c^ned, and Sidney Philips, the nephew 
of my tutor, saluted his uncle. With all the frank- 
ness and candour of a sailor, the young lieutenant 
briefly stated his motives for this imexpected visit. 
BSs ship, he said, had put into port, and as it was 
likely to remain thene some time, he thought he 
could not better spend a few weeks than with his 
uncle and guardian. He was welcomed with all 
the warmth of affection ; and ere many hours had 
passed, even I found my reserve begin to give 
way to the gay good humour and openness of our 
new guest. His arrival, indeed, altered our whole 
plans ; for he was so full of frolic and fun, so cone- 
.tinually devising new schemes of amusement, or 
practising some joke upon our poor simple pea- 
sants, that k was more than his uncle, and as 
much as I could do, to keep pace with him. Thea 
he was fond of visiting, and very shortly becaoM 



r-" ■ 



FIRE-SIDE 8T0RIE9. ItS 

not only acquainted, but intimate, wiUi all the 
ndgbbouring fanners' &milies; and what between 
his ridingand 8hooting,(for he wndd «hoot,though 
it was often much to the amusement of his more 
experienced companions,) and escortii^ Us friends 
to the neighbouring td^ni, he not only contri¥ed U> 
keep himself in constant aiotion, but imparted a 
somewhat similar degree of bustle to every one in 
his immediate vicinity. 

He was, however, with all these locomotive pro- 
pensities, not only a yoimg man of talents, but 
also oi. observation. He had seen a great deal, 
anfl he had noticed a great deal ; and, a» he was 
remarkable for his veracity, and really very cor: 
rect in his descriptions, he aifforded me, when he 
would sit down and relate hfe adventures, a very 
high treat. I had always been passionately fond 
of boc^s of travels, but torhear from the Ups of one 
who had actually witnessed them, the narrative 
of the manners and habits of men of other cli- 
mates ; to hear him tell of the billows rolling 
mountains high, whilst the ship rose and fell with 
them, like the walnut-shdl boat of a boy ; to hear 
of the groves of cocoas and spice-trees that scented 
the air, and of tiger-hunts, and of entrapping ele- 
phants ; and, above all, of the strange dresses and 
uncoQlh manner of the na;tives : oh 1 it was far 

XO*. 
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more delightful to me than I can express* It hag 
been said, that the amnsmg story of Robinson 
Crusoe has excited in many a boy a spirit of ei^ 
terprise, and J can l)eyeve it; and so eagerly at 
last did .1 Hsten, and so interested did I become, 
that I actually Jnrrote to mf guardians, to request 
permission to take a-voyage, instead of removing 
to college. , 

. To this proposition, of course, I received a posi- 
tive denial ; and, at the expiration oi the time that 
1 was to remain with Mr. Elwood, I left him with 
. feelings of deep regret,, having first received from 
the Isailor, assurances that he would forward me 
jegular accounts of his next voyage. 

My time at the university was spent with, I 
hope, considerable advantage to myself: at least, 
I had the pleasure of taking my degree with a 
portion of reputation &at enhanced the pleasure 
of having arrived at this part of my career ; and I 
had almost acceded to the wishes of my guardi- 
ans, that I should qualify myself for taking orders, 
when the return of Edward Mackenzie, as I have 
before told you, and my subsequent visit to him, 
altered the whole of my future destination, and 
rekindled that spirit which had only for a time lain 
dormant. I, therefore, again addressed my rela- 
tions on the subject ; inf<»rming them, also, that 



FIRSHBIIDE * SVOEIE0. 115 

thffe was a prqeetod plairof ur embassy id CSiii^ 
and assuring them, that i^ through the means of 
tb^ interest, I could obtain a fituatiaii in the civil 
department, it would be naming the summit of 
my wishes. h . 

Thus urged, and ^ding my resolution. un- 
alterably taken, my frienda made my request 
known in a quarter where their soUcitations w&tQ 
not likely to fail ; and as emdiument was by no 
means an object either with them or myself, I 
had at last the satisfaction of finding that I was 
nominated to an appointment, and I prepared, 
wifli feelings of intense pleasure, for my projected 
voyage. 

The only regret that shadowed my bright 
prospects, was parting with Mr. Elwood and Ed- 
ward Mackenzie, who both accompanied me to the 
ship, and did not bid me farewell till, with a fa- 
vourable breeze, we hoisted our sails, and bade 
adieu to the white cliffs of old England* 

There was but little to attract my attention in 
our voyage, till we anchored in the roads of 
Funchal, the chief town of the island of Madeira, 
situated ait the foot of craggy mountains, and 
washed by the sea, whose wav^ dash with some 
violence against the large stones that cover tho 
beach. 
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My sensations an finding myself in a hnigst 
country were, of course, no^el. The houses, even 
the poorest, were regular and stately; and in every 
diiection I encounteied people with fences wholly 
diierent from those I had been accustomed to : 
firisffs with their black gvwns, and women, to 
whose dfesses^ere appended beacb and a crucifix. 
The great church of the jdace was magnificent 
and mass was performed with an almost dazzling 
splendour. But if I wa^ struck with the town of 
Funchal, I was not less interested in the surround- 
. ing country. In this beautiful island, in which- 
s[»ring and autumn reign together, and flowers and 
fruit mingled in rich profusion at the same time^ 
hedges of m3rrtles, roses, jessamines, and honey- 
suckles, uncultivated, and in almost everlasting 
blossom, mix their perfumes with the groves of 
orange and citron-treea^ that every where salute 
the eye ; whil^ the larkspur, the fleur-de-lis, the 
lupine, and many other plants which I had been 
accustomed to r^aicd coily as the inhabitants of 
the green-house, spnng up here spontaneously, and 
diversify and add beauty to the surrounding 
meadows. Here, Itoo, flourishes the banana-tree, 
which grows about fifteen or twenty feet high, and 
is near a yard in drcumference/ whilst its leaves 
are often eight Hoet long, and two or three broad.^ 
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When the plant is grown to its full height, the 
spikes of flowers, which are often four feet long, 
appear in the centre. The flowers come out in 
bunches, and each bunch is covered with a purple 
spathe or sheath, which drops ofi* when the flowers 
open. The fruit is about a foot long, and nearly 
two inches in diameter. It is at first green ; but 
when ripe, is of a pale yellow ^lour. The cAan 
is tough, and contains a pulp of a luscious sweet 
flavour. Grapes, of a flavour and size unknown 
to our western island, being nearly as large as our 
common plum, abound here ; whilst among the 
mountains, growing wild, and in astonishing luani- 
riance, are citrons, peaches, nectarines, melons, apri- 
cots,' strawberries, figs, and a great variety of other 
firuit. I have forgotten to mention a peculiarity 
in one species of orange which I met with here ; 
it is of a bright red, and is produced from the com- 
mon orange-bud engrafted on the pomegranate 
stock. Here is likewise a singular pear, not larger 
than a walnut, and very crisp. But of all the 
variety of trees that presented themselves, none 
were, in my eyes, more beautifiil than the cedars, 
which graced the country in abundance. W ell 
may the inhabitants of Madeira exult in their 
possession of this ornament of their island ; and 
well do they discover their taste in building their 
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edUngB, and m making much of ibeir fumilxiiQ^ 
of this fragrant wood. 

Nor did I derive my only pleasure from eceijkery. 
I was never weary of admiring the wrenity and 
transparency of the sky at nigbjt, divermfied as it 
was with innumerable frdling ws^/eoss^ shootiAg 
almost every momeint; and often, very q&/&blj 
when til was still^roimd me did I lean over the 
sides of the ship, and ooiBtinue to gaze on the clear 
blue heavens. 

Our stay was not sufficiently long in Madeiia 
to render me acquainted with the inhabitants, who 
in general appeared to be good-natured, s(d)er, frugal) 
and indolent : particularly the men, who often lie 
basking in the sun, or stretched at their length 
upon their floors, while their wives and daughters 
are sent to the distance of some miles up the 
mountains, to cut down broom, which they carry 
in loads to Funchal, where it is bought for fri^ 
These women, notwithstanding the roughness of 
the roads travelled barefooted ; and the poorness 
of their food, consisting chiefly ci pumpkins and 
salt fish, added to the severity of their labour and 
the warmth of the climate, gave them the appear-- 
ance of age at an early period of life. They had 
most of them dark complexions ; both sexes had 
forbidding jCeatures, and w^re under the middle 
size of Europeans. 
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Ere I quit the description of Madeira, I think I 
ought to tell you that I hells met with the sugar*- 
cane, though its culture is in a great d^ree aban- 
don^. The cane in this island grows to the 
height of about eight feet, and in form resembles 
a common reed, with a jointed stem, and leaves 
springing from the joints. The middle of the 
etem fumiriies the best and sweetest jdce. 

Whilst traversing the island, some of our party 
observed the crater of an extinct vcdcano, about 
four hundred yards in diameter around the sides, 
and at the lyTttom of which were scattered frag- 
ments of lava. This gave rise to a variety of 
opinions on the subject ; and it seemed at last to 
be decided by the generality of my friends that 
there had been several craters in the island, and 
thai eruptions from them had taken place at 
various and very distant intervals. • In examining ' 
the chain of the highest mountains, we could, 
however, scarcely discover any volcanic appear- 
ance. The clouds frequently envelope their tope, 
and from them descend allthe streams and rivu- 
lets of the island. Their antiquity is marked by 
the de^ chasms or gulfe they have formed, in 
their descent betwe^ the ridges of the rocks, du- 
ring the Icmg lapse of time they have continued 
to flow. In the.beds ctf diese rinrulets are found 
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pebbles of various sizes, and large rounded masses 
of sileX) such as are usually found in the beds of 
many similar torrents in the Alps. The soil also 
of the fields and pasturage grounds appeals ex- 
actly the same as those of the continent, where 
no volcanic fire has ever been suspected. 

It is likewise to be observed, that no lava of a 
glassy nature has been discovered in Madeira, nor 
any perfect pumice-stone : circumstances which 
both indicate that the highest degree of heat had 
not been suffered here. But it is probable, (and 
here I speak firom the authority of a gentleman 
weU versed in the subject,) that the bay or beach 
of Funchal, is a segment of a large crater, the 
exterior part of which has sunk into the sea : for, 
in the first place, the shingles, or blue stones upon 
the beach^ are all of compact lava : secondly, 
tempestuous \^eaftier throws always on the shore 
larger masses of the same blue lava-stcme, and 
also a quantity of cellular lava, approaching to 
pumice-stone in texture, but much heavier, and 
not fibrous : and lastly, the Loo Rock, and landing- 
place opposite to it, to the westward of Funchal 
Bay, as well as fliat on which Fort St. Jago is 
constructed, are evidently perpendicular firagxnents 
of the edges of the crater, which have hitherto 
resisted the actimi of the sea, by having been b^ter 
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supported, or having more closely adhered t(^;eth- 
er, though much worn by the violence of the surge. 
They bear not the least resemblance to the neigh- 
bowing rocks a little within shore. 

Having taken in a sufficient quantity of the 
celebrated wine of this island, and also a few 
pipes of Malmsey, which is also made from 
another very sweet grape growing here, we pro- 
ceeded on our voyage towards the Brazils ; and 
without any material occurrence, arrived safely in 
the harbour of Rio de Janeiro, the shores of which 
were diversified and embellished with villages, 
fiurms and plantations; now separated by the 
ridges of a rock, now divided by a rivulet, or again 
intersected by little sandy bays; whilst in the 
back-ground rose an amphitheatre, or screen of 
mountains, risingina vast variety of fantastic forms, 
but covered with trees to their very summits. 

I soon, in company with several of the other 
officers, obtained permission to land. The streets 
were filled with strong negro men, carrying very 
heavy casks on a pole,andsinginga sort of unpleas- 
ant note. There were also negro women carrying 
fish, &c. and we saw a lew palanquins, which 
were drawn by two mules ; whilst turtles, bananas, 
oranges, papaws, water-melons, limes, tamarinds, 
and fustic wood were exposed to sale. 

11 
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I was extremely struck with the constant cere- 
monials of religion that were going forward. At 
every hour, bells or sometimes skyrockets, announ- 
ced that some solemnity was performing; and 
after sun-set, the streets were crowded with proces- 
sions. At every comer was stuck up, m a glass 
case, the image of the Virgin Maiy, to which 
homage was regularly paid by those who passed 
along. Alas! I fear, it was too often the oom- 
pliance with custom, rather than prostration of the 
heart, that led many to bend the knee at the sign 
of the cross, which was also displayed at every 
turn. 

I must confess that the fine dark eyes of the 
ladies, with their animated faces, their hair hang- 
ing down in tresses, and ornamented with flowers, 
with their heads uncovered, was to me far more 
attractive and becoming, than the long cloaks of 
the gentlemen, with their swords hanging by 
their sides. And as I sometimes followed these 
fidr beings from the churches to their houses, and 
heard them afterward playing and singing to the 
guitar or harpsichord, I could not but wish their 
minds were more enlightened, and that they were 
not so completely the victims of superstition. 

One evening, attracted by the sounds of some 
beautiful music, I unconsciously lingered near the 
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window; when the gentleman of the house per- 
ceiving me, came out and invited me to walk in. 
I could not refuse an invitation so kindly giveiii 
and, thanking him for his politeness, was shown 
into a roran, in which sat three young ladies, his 
daxighterg. 

They were handsome and unaffected, and not 
only amused me with some of their national songs, 
but afterwards kindly invited me to accompany 
them to a public garden, situated near the sea- 
side, and at one extremity of the town. After 
amusing ourselves for some time with the exercise 
of walking amongst the grassplats, shrubberries, 
and spreading trees, which were planted in this 
place of public and gay resort, we sat down to a 
banquet, during which music was playing, and 
fire-works were exhibited ; and, after having finish- 
ed this refieshment, we again .occupied otirselves 
in examining the curious and fantastic ornaments 
of the place. In one extremity of the terrace, 
there was, however, much taste and ingenuity 
displayed on the ceiling and cornices of a summer- 
house, which were composed of devices wrought 
in feathers, and portraying the most beautiful 
birds proper to the Brazils, curiously arranged in 
their natural plmnage. We remained till night 
was very far advanced; and, on bidding adieu to 
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my kind host and his lovely family, I was again 
pressed to repeat my yisit, and requested to add to 
the little party, which, on the following day, were 
about to pay a visit to a brother who resided in 
the coimtry. Anxious to have every opportunity 
of examming for myself the manners and habits 
of the inhabitants of the Brazils, I readily agreed 
to the proposal, and, accordingly, I again joined 
them at the appointed hour. Our ride was beau- 
tiful. The hills were covered with bananas, co- 
eoanut-trees, oranges, lemons, olive, coffee, and 
cotton-plants ; and, as I perceived a slave in the 
act of gathering some of the first-named fruit, I 
begged that they would stay a few moments, in 
order to allow of my seeing the method in which 
it was performed. Round his ancles was tied a 
rope, so as to leave a space of about a foot be: 
tween them. Thus prepared, with his arms he 
embraced the tree, while he rested upon the 
joints, (which at sboit distances are found^upon 
the trunk,) not with his feet, but by the rope con- 
necting them. His body thus supported, he lifted 
his arms higher; and thus successively raising his 
hands and feet, he quickly arrived at the spot from 
whence he could re^ch and throw down the fmk 
below. The cocoa-nut grows at the upper ex- 
tremity of the shigle trunk, near the origin of the 
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great spreading leaves ; and the stem, in risingy 
somewhat declines from the perpendicular. Sen- 
nor Antonio, the gentleman with whom I was, 
desired his servants to fetch a few of the nuts ; 
and having broken them, I must own that the 
milk is peculiarly grateful in this hot climate. 

At length we arrived at a long vista of cocoa- 
nut trees, orange trees, 6cc, &c., underneath 
which blossomed roses in profusion; but there 
was no verdure to refresh the eye, wearied almost 
with gazing on magnificence. Yet, in the uncul- 
tivated parts of the country, I often found the 
luxuriance was so rank, that the whole epace, 
even to the tops of the trees, was filled with long, 
stringy shrubs and weeds, so as to make them 
impervious and opaque. We shortly afterwards 
reached the house, and were welcomed by the 
master and his young and interesting wife. After 
having^ntered on some animated topics of conver- 
sation, during which my host seemed anxious to 
obtain all the information he could respecting 
England, he proposed showing me the root of the 
mandioc, called by us tapioca. It resembled, I 
think, most nearly, the hoote-radish. The mill for 
grinding it was extremely simple. A horizontal 
wheel turned by horses, put in motion a vertical 
one ; on the circumference of which was a thin, 
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brazen plate, formed on the inside like a nutmeg 
grater ; a slave held the root to the wheel, which 
grated it away, and threw it, in the form of paste^ 
into a* receptacle below. It is then dried in pans, 
''and used as a farina with meat ; and, indeed, this 
day at dinner, it was handed \^dth every plate. 
The entertainment njas-conducted very differendy 
from any I had been accustomed to. There was 
a great variety of little dishes, mixed in a manner 
not very palatable to my European taste, and only 
two plates at a time were put upon the table ; but 
every thing followed in quick succession. They 
regaled me with sweetmeats afterwards, and some 
delicious oranges, which were here as plentiful as 
apples are with us. 

There was but one drawback to my pleasure 
on this day, and that was the sufferings I endured 
from the stings of the musqultoes, or large gnats^ 
which generally attack strangers. We staid, on 
our return home, to observe the manufacture of 
cochineal, an insect which forms a beautiful dye^ 
,and which feeds on the cactus or prickly pear ; 
but this litde creature has been so ofi;en described, 
that it would seem almost a waste of time to en^ 
ter upon it here. 

As I had expressed my admiration of the si^ 
and vivid hue of many of the flowers that we had 
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passed that day, and also of the gaudy plumage 
of the birds which came occasiohally in sight, my 
kind friends offered to take me the next morning 
to the house of a botanic friend, where I was 
shown many curious dried specimens of the na» 
live plants. Amongst them was the ipecacuanha, 
ail herbaceous plant, about 4bree feet high, with a 
single stem, and lanceolated leaves; but, as he 
had not preserved the flower, I cannot give yoa 
its proper character. 

As we returned very late, I was invited to lodge 
at the house of Sennor Antonio. A neat woven 
mat, with an elastic pillow placed upon a platform 
raised somewhat above the floor, was all the bed 
required in this hot climate ; and no other cover- 
ing was used but a night-dress. 

Walkingwith my hospitable entertainer oneddy, 
I passed some very fine cocoartrees, from the nut 
of which is made chocolate. It grows about twenty 
feet high. The nut is contained within a rind 
of a melon shape, as large as a jaian's two fists, 
with the kernels clustered in the inside. The 
fruit grows principally from the stem ; or, when 
found on the branches, still preserves its charac- 
ter, and grows from the main branch, not froiti a 
lateral twig. But it would be endless, were I to 
attempt to enumerate the trees that flourish in 
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the Brazils, with a luxuriance and profusion ahnosi 
incredible. It must suffice to say, by way of ex- 
ample, that the rexia, mJTnnwi^ acacia, and fern, 
here growto the size of large trees; and shrubs, thai 
in England require toil and labour, here assume 
an almost majestic character, and are found in the 
hedges and woods uacultiyated, and almost, in 
some instances, disregarded from their number. 
Wild pine apples assisted in foiming the hedges ] 
and the aloe, which grove to a considerable 
height, is frequently seen amidst the branches of 
the mangoe and other trees. 

My extreme intimacy with the family of termor 
Antonio may, perhaps, appear singul^; and it is 
therefore right to inform you, that aa tn^c vening 
I was first introduced to them, I not orily men- 
tioned my name, but the part of England from 
whence I came; and I was surprised and jdeased 
to find that, in the early part of his life, my kind 
host had not only been sent over to enjoy the ad- 
vantages of a superior classical education, at one 
of our first schools, but that he had actually been 
at the same academy with my father. To this 
gentleman I was indebted, subsequently, for c^ 
portunities of pursuing my studies in natural his- 
tory ; and ere I quitted his hospitaUe roof, I re- 
ceived from him, not only a beautifully preserved 
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specimen of the anhima, but also the body, admi- 
rably stuffed, of the anhinga, a very elegant spe- 
cies of the mergi aquaticij or divers, as they are 
called by the c(»nmon people. As these birds are 
both reroarkaUe, I shall make a point of describ- 
ing them to you, and first give you an account 
of the anhima. This formidable bird, which seems 
armed at all points, has also in the front of each 
wing, at the second joint, two straight, triangular 
^urs; aboi4 ihe thickness of a swan's quill : the 
f<Mrem<^,ofthese spurs being about an inch long, 
the -hinder one somewhat shorter, and both of a 
dusky colour. Its claws are long and sharp, and 
connected by a membrane, as in the cormorant 
and duck.^!^d9."' Its tail is about eight inches 
long; and^Us wings, when folded, reach more 
than half^the length of the tail. The head and 
neck are of a yellowish colour, and covered with 
extremely soft feathers; the breast, belly, and 
thighs, are of a silvery whit6; and the upper pait 
of the back is brown, spotted with yellow, all the 
rest being black. The anhima has a loud, terrible 
cry, sounding something like " vyhoo ! vyhoo !" 
It is never found alone, but always in pairs, the 
cock and hen constantly prowling together ; and 
such is said to be the fidelity of these birds, that 
when one dies, the other remains by the dead 
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carcase till it expires with hunger. It builds aiiesi 
of clay on the ground, near the trunks of treas, in 
the shape of an oven. 

The body of the anhinga, the other bird I 
mentioned, with the exception of the neck, is the. 
size of a common tame duck. Its bill, which is 
sharp and slender, is three inches long ; the fore- 
most half of the lower and upper paits contain- 
ing a double row of little, hooked teeth, inclining 
backwards : its head, which somewhat resembles 
a serpent's, is not two inches long ; its eyes are 
black, encircled with gdd ; and its round, slender 
neck, is a foot in length, though the body is only 
seven inches. The legs are remarkably short, 
and the thighs are feathered. It has four toes ; • 
three turned forwards, joined together by mem- 
branes, after the manner of ducks or cormorants; 
the fourth shorter, extetxded sideways below, and 
joined to the rest by a membrane. The claws 
are very sharp and crooked. It has a broad tail, 
ten inches long, consisting of twelve feathers; 
and the wings terminate about the middle of the 
tail. The bill is grey, and, after its rise, a little 
yellowish. All the head and neck are covered 
with very fine feathers, as soft to the touch as 
velvet ; on the upper side, of a colour fiom grey 
inclimng to yellow, and those at the throat being 
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entiiely grey. The whole breast, lower belly, and 
upper legs, are covered with soft feathers of a sil- 
ver colour ; and the beginning of the back is 
clothed with brown ones, each having an oblong 
spot of whitish yellow in the centre, so that it ap- 
pears speckled : the rest of the back is black. It 
has long wings covered with short feathers, spot- 
ted at the beginning like those of the back ; which 
are succeeded by a row of half grey, and half 
black ones, (that is, on one side the shaft, grey, on 
the other Udick,) the prime feathers being all black. 
The tail consists of black and shining feathers 
tipped with grey. The legs and feet are of a dark 
yellow, inclining to grey. 

The anhinga is remarkably cunning in its tne- 
thod of catching fish; for, after the maimer of 
serpents, first drawing up its neck, it darts forth its 
bill on its prey, sind then seizes it with its claws. 

I felt not only gratified, but even affected by the 
testimonies of friendship that were lavished on 
me ; and although I really am not fond of mon- 
keys, yet, when Fernando, the youngest boy, a child 
of about nine years of age, came laden with a 
monkey that he could scarcely carry, but which 
had been domesticated in his family, and request- 
ed me to bear itnot only to China, but to carry it 
to EnglandjJj)romised the affectionate boy that I 
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would comply with his request ; and often, indeed^ 
' did the gambols of poor pug divert many a weary, 
hour, and carry me back to those scenes in which 
I had seen him perform a variety of tricks, to the 
no small amusement of little Fernando. 

Alas ! poor pug, thine was a brief, but, I think 
happy life, after thou camest into my possession. 
He had become so familiar with me, that I one day 
unloosed him from his chain, and suffered him to 
amuse himself with running about the ship. It 
afterward was my constant practice to unchain 
him for a few hours daily, and allow him to follow 
me. Unhappily, Jago, for so I named him, was 
a great mimic ; and having noticed a seaman let 
down a bucket into the sea, whilst my attention 
was attracted to another part of the vessel, he 
seized a wooden basin that was near, and was in 
the act of dipping it, when he overbalanced him- 
self and fell overboard. The sailor who had been 
.watching him immediately gave the alarm, and 
every atempt was made in vain, to rescue pocar 
Jago from his watery grave ; and 1 really felt a 
degree of sorrow at the loss of the unfortunata 
animal, which was augmented by reflections on 
my own apparent degree of carelessness. 

But I am anticipating the events of the voyage ; 
particularly as I wish to give you e^^l^giption of 
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this mookey, which tn&y be distinguiBhed fiosa 
' the rest, by having no thumb, and, consequently, 
bujt fo^ fingeis on each of the two fare paws : but 
the tafirsupplies the defects of the hand, and witk 
this, the animal flings itself from tree to tree with 
surprising activity. 

It has five toes on the hind feet, a lender body, 
and a long tail The body, which is about eigh- 
teen inches long, is covered with long, black, rough 
hair. These monkeys, b^ng extremely agile, 
they greatly enUvcn the forealizl which they regode. 
In order to pass from the tc^ of one lofty tree to 
another, whose branches are too distant for a leap, 
they form a kind of chain, by hanging down, 
linked to each other by^their tails, jsmd swinging 
in that manner till the lowermost catches hold of 
a bough of the next tree, and draws up the rest. 

Sennor Sebastian, the son whoit| I visited in the 
country, also presented me v/ith a stuffed skin of 
the preacher monkey. This curious species of a 
curious race, is about the size of a fox, with long, 
bleu^k hair, and a long tail, always twisted at the 
end. It has t^ck, shining eyes ; short, round ears; 
and a round beard under the chin and throat.- 
. It inhabits to woods of Brazil and Guiana, and 
is tbe largest of the monkey kind found in Ameri* 
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ca. Its voice is remarkably loud; and it makes a 
most dreadful howling. 

It is common for one of these creatures to as- 
cend a lofty tree, and the rest to place themselves 
on the branches below. That monkey which is 
elevated above the rest, sets up a shrill and loud 
howl, which may be heard at a great distance. 
After having harangued his companions for some 
time, he makes a signal with his hand, when the 
whole assembly immediately join in chorus ; and, 
on a second signal, t^ey become silent, and the 
orator finishes his sipeech* 

Their clamour, on such occasions, is more did- 
agreeable and tremendous than can be easily con- 
ceived. These monkeys are very fierce, mis- 
chievous, and untameable. 

In one of my excursions with my Portuguese 
friends, we fell in with a party of the original in- 
habitants of the Brazils. A love of freedom, an 
intelligence, and even keenness, and shrewdness, 
were discemable in their long, dark eyes. They 
were somewhat under the middle size, but well 
made, and muscular, stout and active, of a light 
brown complexion, with strong, Uack, imcurling 
hair, and but little beard. My fiiends . told me 
that they had endeavoured to educate some of th^ 
children; but that they always turned out lin-^ 
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tractable, and had, in most instances returned ta 
their original habits of life. 

In this excursion I met with that singular little 
animal, called the long-nosed cavy, which is aboul 
the size of a rabbit, has a long nose, a divided 
upper lip, short, rounded ears, and black "^yes. 
The hair is hard and shining, composed of a Laix- 
ture of red, brown, and black ; being of a bright 
(mmge-colour on the rump, and yellow on the 
beUy. It has black, slender legs, four toes' on the 
toire feet, three on the hind, and a short, naked tail. . 

It grunts like a pig, and, resting on its hind 
legs, holds it food with its fore feet when it eats, 
and conceals what it cannot devour. 

It runs very fast, its motions resembling those 
of a hare. When pursued, it usually takes shel- 
ter in a hollow tree ; and, when irritated, its hair 
bristles on its back, and it strikes the ground with 
its feet. Its flesh is eaten by the inhabitants of 
South America, who esteem it very palatable ; and 
the animal is capable of being domesticated aQd 
rendered tame. 

" You shall take with you," said Fernando, the 
evening before I left, " a jacupema." 

" A jacupema, my dear boy," said I : what is 
that?" 
. "« Why, do not you know the bird that cries, 
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jacu, jacn ; with its beautiful crest, which it erecCsy 
or depresses at pleasure.; and its broad tail, whi<^h 
papa said was twelve inches long. Ours is very 
tame : you mtist have it, aiMl we can get another." 

'^ Fernando in giving you the appellation of the 
Gountiy, forgets to tell you,^ said Sennor Antonio, 
". that it is a Brazilian pheasant. Walk with me, 
and I will show it you. 

I did so, and found it to be a bird about the ^ze 
of the common hen, with a plumage principally 
.black, with a mixture of a httle brown and white. 
The tipper part of the neck naked, having only a 
red skin over it ; the lower part of the body, and 
hind part of the wings, composed of black and 
white feathers, with a jDlack tail, and the upper 
part of the legs black, vdth red feet ^' I cannot 
take it with me, Fernando," I said ; '' but I can 
carry with me the recollection of your friendship, 
and I shall do so too ; and not only yours, but that 
of all your interesting group." 



CHAPTER yi. 

I atJiTTED the Brazils with feelings of d^p 
i^et, for I had received there a kindness and 
frkndship I had rarely before known manifested 
to strangers. 

As I was leaning, some days afterward^ oyer the 
side of the ship, and dwelling on the renien>- 
brance of those from whom I was in all probability, 
separated for ever, and rejoicing in the convicti(xi 
that, however nations may be devided by inter* 
posing seas, jpr other barriers, benevolence of heart 
is confined to no climate or people, my attention 
was diverted to one of those ciirious creatures call^ 
ed the flying-fish, the hirundo. of naturalists, 
which, having mounted out of the water, suddenly 
became entangled in one of the sails of the vessel, 
and was caught and brought to me by a saQor. 

As I gazed on this curious native oi the marina 
element, I could not hdip recurrmg to the fabia 
which asserts, that its ambitious wishes were pun* 
isbed in their fulfihaaent Npr could I help repeal- 
ing aloud the last stanzas ci that beautiful poem^ 
addressed by Mr. Mo(H:e toibe u^con^cio^^ fisb,, 
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** O Tirtue, wben thy cluae I eeek^ 
Let not my vpirit's flight bo weak ; 
Let me not, like this feeble thing. 
With brine still dropping from its wing„ 
Just sparkle in the solar glow, 
And plunge again to depths below ; 
But, when I leave the grosser throng. 
With whom my soul hath dwelt so loog ; 
Let me, on that aspiring day, 
Cteh ei^ry lingering stain away; 
And panting for thy purer air, 
Fly up at once, and fix me there f* 

But I must not detain you by telling you of what 
I thought, but give you a description of what it is. 
The fl)dng fish, then, resembles, in the shape of the 
body, the herring, except that the back is flat. The 
scales are large and silvery. The dorsal fin is 
small, and placed near the tail. The pectoral 
fins, the instruments of flight, are almost as large 
as the body. The tail is bifurcated ; that is, two 
forked. The belly is white ; and the upper sur- 
faces of the wings are of an olive-colour, beautifully 
q)otted near their edges with blue. It is supposed 
that the life of the flying-fish is subject to more 
misaies than areusu^lly ascribed to the finny race ; 
since, in its own element, it is constantly pursued 
by the doradas, afld other fish of prey ; and when 
it attempts to rise' into the sdr, it is attacked by the 
full at the albatross ; firom whence it only escapes, 
to drop into the mouths of its marine enemies. 
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Accustomed as my eye had lately been to 
vanety, I must confess, when, on reaching the 
Cape of Good Hope, and anchoring in Table Bay, 
I went on shore, I was gratified by the beauty of 
the scenery that every where presented itself to 
my view. The country, indeed, around the Gape ^ • 
is full of rocks and mountains ; but their spacious 
summits are clothed with rich pasture, enamelled 
with a variety of flowers of the most exquisite 
beauty and fragrance ; and abound with delicious 
E^prings, which pour down the slopes, and meander . 
along the valleys. The intervening pl9,ins are as 
beautiful as fancy can paint, and charm the eye of 
every- spectator who is capable of relishing the 
exuberant productions of unassisted nature/ 

As it would be impossible for me to enter into 
particulars of the various trees, plants, and fruits 
which adorn this fertile soil, you must be content 
with hearing, that there is no spot in the whole 
world which has a more cherishing bosom for 
vegetables, nor any clime more propitious to their 
growth. The company^s gardens at Cape Town, 
where we then were, were elegantly laid out, and 
filled with the choicest fruits which the benignity 
of the climate can produce ; and the finest flowers 
expand their vivid beauties to the sun. Even 
. « Asiatic and European vegetables thrive better at 
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the Cape than in their native soil, whidi ]»a proof, 
oftheirfavouraHe situation. 

I found but little^ comparatively, to interest me 
in Cape Town ; but as it was my intention to 
examine man^ not only as he is found congregated 
. in large places, where his habits in genered are 
artificial, and his character moijjded, in a degre^ 
into that of his neigtd)ours, I procured a guide^ 
and resolved to penetrate into the interior, and 
gain an insight, if possible, of the customs and 
dispositions of the native Hottentots. 

We had not proceeded far into the interior^ 
when a loud noise, which seemed to express 
crojck ! crack ! drew my attention to th<e spot from 
wheiice it seemed to issue,. On drawing near, I 
found that it proceeded from the knor-<xx^k and 
knor-hcQ, which serve as sentinels to the oth^ 
winged tribes, giving timely notice of the approach 
of danger ; for no soon^ do they perceive a man, 
than the signal is made, and &e otha: birds take 
flight instantly. This bird is of the size of the 
common hen. The feathers on the crown are 
black ; but the rest is variegated with white, red, 
and ash-colour. Its beak is short and black, Mid 
its legs yellow. The flesh, my guide informed ' 
me, was considered very delicious. 

The cry of this bird gave me an importunity of ^« 
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observing the Uue bird, which flitted nearly 'cloBe 
tome, and which differs only from a starling Jn 
its colour ; and also the gnat-snapper, or honey- 
eater, which flew from the tree on which it was 
perched, to another not &r from the spot, and 
which subsists entirely upcm honey, directing the 
natives to t^e stores of the industrious bee. 

When the general flutter, which the cry df the 
knor-cock had occasioned, had a little subsided, I 
was surprised to hear the word edolio distinctly 
repeated ; and on looking up, I found that it was 
uttered by a bird resembling our cuckoo, both in 
shape and size, which was sitting on a thick bush 
not far distant from our ^ path. It flew off, how- 
ever, cm my af^oach, and I therefore could not 
examine it as attentively as I wished. "It derives 
its name," said my guide, " from its frequent and 
clear repetition of that word. But do you observe 
(he added) that beautifril flamingo, that is ^tand« 
ing by the bank of that river, which you may see 
winding through those trees. Stand still ; for if 
the flamingo once experiences the tyranny of man, 
he avoids him with the most cautious circumspec- 
tion." t did so, and observed its manner of feeding, 
which was very curious. It thriist down its head, 
80 that the upper convex side of the bill only 
touched theground : and in this position, the bird 



* 



143' * FIRE-SIDE STORIES. 

appears as if it stood on its head. In this attitude, 
it paddled and moved its bill about, seizings what- 
ever fish or insect haj^ned to come in its way ; 
and for this purpose the upper chap is notched at 
the edges, so that it can hold.its prey with greats' 
security. 

At thismoment somQtiiing'alarmed the flamingo, 
and, with a voice as sbtiU^^ a trumpet, it rose, 
screamiiig, into the air ; and the sun shining on its 
)>eautiflil scarlet plumage,* exhibited, indeed, a 
iplendid^sight. - 

Dunng the first year, they are covered with 
whitish plumage variegated with grey. In the 
second year, the whole boc^ is white, with a few 
tints of scarlet, and the grgat covert wing-fecdiers 
of the bird are hhuck. TKe third year equips the 
bird in all its destined beauty ; the whole body 
becoming like scarlet, except a few feathers in thei 
wing^, which still retain their sable hue. 

My guide, who seemed to enter with interest 
into my questions respecting this noble bird, 
(which is of the size of a swan, with legs and 
neck of such extraordinary dimensions, that, when 
it stands erect, it is upwards of six feet high ; 
whilst the expansion of the wings is five feet six 
inches, and their length four feet eight inches,) 
informed me, that he bad once an opportunity of 
seeing the nest of the' flamingo. 
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It was built in an extensive marsh, raised from 
the surface of the water about a foot and a half, 
.and formed of mud indurated by the sun or the 
heat of the bird's body. It resembled a truncatef} 
cone in its figure, and at the top it was excavated 
in the shape of a bird. In it were two eggs: and, 
indeed, the nest is seldom found to contain more. 

Every body is so well acquainted with the l&^ 
iory of the ostrich, that I shall only teQ you thafr 
we saw several in our progress. Neither shall I 
describe to you the spoonbill, several .of which I 
saw : and which, from feeding on venomous in* 
sects and serpents, is, therefore, never mdlested by 
the natives. 

But there was an apicned ran by us one day, 
which I must teU you of. It is called by the Dutch • 
(a name vulgar enough^ I grant, but, nevertheless, 
sufficiently expressive of its disagreeable qualities,) 
the stinkbingsom, or stinkbox:' It is shaped like 
a ferret, and is about the s^ize of an ordinary dog ; 
and, whenever it is pursued, it emits such a horrid 
stench, that no creature can endure it : so that 
nature seems to have furnished it with a more ef- 
fectual defence from its enemies than almost any 
other quadruped. It reminded me of the arum 
crinitum, or carrion-plant, a native of this coun*- 
try, the offensive smeU of which eo effectually pre- 
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serves its Uosscnns from the rade graap of the in- 
vader. Nearly about diis time, I encountered, if 
not danger/at least much sufifering, from the bite 
gf the scorpion^ an insect exceedingly numerous 
' in this country. I was eagerly engaged in drying 
a flower between the leaves of a book, which I 
carried with me for the purpose, when, happening 
to turn it over, I perceived one of these danger- 
ous insects, that had introduced itself by some 
means, into the knapsack which I carried at my 
back : and would, m the next instant, provoked by 
the-pressure I was using, in all probability, have 
stung me. Another day, my too eager pursuit 
after a splendid butterfly, had nearly, also, led me 
into some inconvenience ; as I did not perceive, till 
my guide came running to me, the tree-serpent, 
so called,from its lodging principally on the boughs 
of trees. It is about ^o yards long, and nearly 
an inch thick. It'Vinds itself round the branches 
of a tree, and darts at whatever living creature 
comes within its reach. 

Often was i amused and pleased with seeing 
the varieties of the wild cat, darting along between 
the woods, running up the larg^ trees, that sur- 
rounded us, or springing with agility, and even 
gracefulness, from the massy boughs. 

At last, however, we drew near to a Hottentot 
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kxeil^i, or village, consisting of about twenty or moril 
huts, of an elliptical figure ; being formed by fix- ., 
ing several large sticks in the ground, bent at the 
top so as to describe an arch, and covered with 
mats sewed together. The only opening was at 
the entrance, which, although not more than three 
feet high, answered the triple purpose of door, 
window, and chimney. 

We were met near the kraal or village, by ft 
Hottentot, who appeared to have just returned 
from inspecting some cattle in a neighbouring 
pasture. He was of a moderate stature ; though, 
perhaps, among Europeans, he would have been 
designated as short. He was straight, and evi- 
dently free from any personal deformity ; except, 
indeed, that his hea.d and eyes seemed father large 
in proportion to the rest of his body. His Upa 
were thick, his teeth of an ivory whiteness, and 
his nose very flat. But this latter peculiarity we 
afterwards found to be the efl^ct of an art exer- 
cised on the infant Hottentots ; so different are the 
ideas of beauty in various countries. 

Roupd the neck of the young savage was sus- 
pended a small, §reasy bag, containing a pipe and 
tobacco, with a pieca of wood burnt at both ends, 
which I afterwards learnt was considered as an 
amulet against necromancy ; whilst on his left 
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'arm were three rings of ivory, to shield him against 
the attacks of his enemies. 

Not only his scanty apparel, but his whole body 
was smeared with a mixture of mutton fat, or 
marrow, mixed with soot; and in his hand he 
carried a stick of about a foot long, with the bushy 
tail of a wild cat tied at the end ; which not only 
served-to wipe off the dust from his body, but an- 
swered the delicate purpose of our pocket hand- 
kerchief 

As he was not only a man of acknowledged 
bravery, but also remarkable for his attention to 
his personal decorations, he had tied to his hair 
several bladders of wild beasts which he had slain, 
and which were distended with air^ but his hair 
also was lavishly powdered with a pulverized herb 
called buchu. 

My guide instantly presented the Hottentot 
with some brass buttons and plates, and also some 
pieces of looking-glass, with which he was highly 
delighted, and he led the way to his kraal. We 
afterwards fouodthat this introduction was neces- 
sary, in consequence, not only of the number of 
dogs that surrounded the huts, but also on account 
of the sort of fighting oxen called backcleyers, 
which being taught to perform the necessary 
manoeuvres, are emplo]^ in war, like elephants 
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formerly in other nati(»is, and are kept to assiat 
the dogs in guarding the herds. 

On entering into the hut, the furniture of which 
consisted only of a few earthen vessels for holding 
their milk, butter, or water, we were presented 
by the young savage with some milk ; and were 
given to understand that some meat, whkh was 
then roasting, would soon be offered to us.* The 
manner in which this operation is conducted is 
singular, being performed by fixing a large flat 
stone in the ground, and kindling a fire upon it, 
which remains tiU the stone is thoroughly heated, 
when, the fire and ashes being removed, the flesh 
is {daced on the stone, and covered with another 
of the same size ; a fire is then made, as w^ll 
round the meat as upon the stone which covers 
it, and in this situation the whole remains till the 
flesh is sufficiently.roasted. Few of themj how- 
ever, are at this trouble ; and, indeed, they seem 
more generally to prefer raw meat, which they 
tear to pieces with their fingers, and eat so vora- 
ciously, that the very sight of them is suflScient to 
nauseate a delicate stomach. 

Nor was the process of making butter, which 
was going on at the other end of the hut, and 
some of which we were afterwards offered, less 
disgusting. Instead of a^hum, they use the skin 
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of some animal, foimed into a kind of sack, the 
hair being turned inwards : into this they pour the 
milk, and, closing up the bag, briskly agitate it 
till the butter is produced, which they put into 
pcAs, with the hairs and other filth adhering to it, 
and keep it for anointing their bodies, or for sale to 
the Europeans, as the Hottentots never eat any 
themselves. Uncleanly, however, as these people 
certainly are in their way of living, they are sub- 
ject to very few diseases, and frequently enjoy 
soimd constitutions to a very advanced age. 

In the hut, I noticed some gitls of about eleven 
years of age, round whose legs, from the knee to 
the ancle, were worn rings of bulrushes; and my 
guide told me that they were customary orna- 
ments till their twelfth year, when they are laid 
aside, and their places supplied by others, com- 
posed of small slips of sheep or calves' skins, the 
hairy side being singed. Some 6f the women wear 
a vast number of these rings, which are often as 
smooth and as hard as wood, and are kept from 
slipping over their heels, by wrappers of leather, 
or rushes, round their ancles. These rings at 
once protect them from the briers and thorns, and 
serve as a distinction of sex. Besides which, they 
are said to be used as food, in cases of absolute ne^ 
cessity : on which occasions they are taken off, 
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bruised betwem two sUmes, and devoured with 
great avidity. 

During my limited stay in this place, the wife of 
my host presented him with a son, which was 
rubbed over with cow-dung, that was dried by the 
8un, wind, and fire. In the mean time, smne of 
the women gathered a few stalks of Hottentot figs, 
which were bruised between two stones to express 
the juite, and washed the child's limbs with this 
mixture, to give vigour and activity to them. It 
was again laid out to dry ; and the moisture be* 
ing entirely absorbed or evaporated, they besmear- 
ed the child again with sheep's fat, or bt!^tter, and 
powdered it with buchu, which they imagined con^ 
tain^ some very salutary qualities. 

I was not present at any wedding among the 
tribe, though I heard that it was attended with 
some singular ceremonies; but a funeral that took 
[dace the day previous to my leaving, gave me an 
insight into another of their ceremoni^. The re- 
lations of the deceased, immediately that the event 
was announced, set up such a dreadful screaming, 
shouting, and clapping of hands, that I was almost 
stunned. The corpse was immediately wrapped 
up in the crossa of the deceased, and, after an 
interval of six hours, all the men and women of 
the village assembled before the entrance of the 

13* 
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hut, the men forming one circle, and the women 
another, clapping their hands, and exclaiming, 
" Bo, bo, bo ;" that is to say, " Father, father, 
fiOher." 

As the corpse was not suffered to be taken out 
of the door, they uncovered the hut; and the 
chief, or captain of the villages, having nominated 
the bearers, they took the body in their arms, and 
set^ut for the grave, attended by a numerous con- 
course of both sexes, whose distorted attitudes, and 
universal exclamations of " bo, bo, bo," had to me, 
I confess, rather a ludicrous than a melancholy 
effect., Raving deposited the corpse in the cleft 
of a rock, (occasionally it is the den of some wild 
beast,) they filled up the grave with mould, stones, 
and sticks, to prevent the body from being devour- 
ed by wild animals. 

I then returned with the people to the village, 
when, squatting down in two circles, they again 
renewed their lamentations, till silence was pro- 
claimed by two fi'iends of the deceased. These- 
old men, having stepped out of the hut after 
giving this order, returned in a few minutes, and 
taking a handful of ashes, they strewed them 
gently over the company. 

As the deceased was a rich man, and had left 
plenty of cattle, his heir killed a sheep, as did also 
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several of his nearest relations, in order to make a 
feast for the people ; and I understood that the heir 
was obliged to wear, till it dropped off, the caul 
of the sheep, which he placed round hia neck, well 
powdered with buchu. The other relations also 
decorated themselves with the cauls of the sheep 
they had killed, which, indeed, is the only mourn- 
ing worn amongst the Hottentots. I had ob- 
served amongst these people, some individuals 
whose heads were shaved in narrow stripes, alter- 
nately smooth and hairy; and I now found that 
they were hot in circumstances capable of giving 
an entertainment on the late death of a near rela- 
tive, and had therefore followed the plan adopted 
in that case, to express their sorrow. 

As my visit was in the midst of summer, I did 
not see the dress worn by the men in wet or cold 
weather ; but I found that they then wore caps 
made of lambs' skins, with mantles, called crossas, 
thrown over their shoulders. The crossas of the 
opulent are composed of the skins of tigers or wild 
cats, but those of the common people are of sheep- 
skin. These serve them for coverings by day, as 
well as for beds at night, as they sleep on nothing 
dse; also for winding-sheets after their decease; 
for they are tied up in these mantles, and precipi- 
tated into their graves. They secure their legs, 
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when they stir from home, with a sort of leather 
spatterdashes ; and their feet with a kind of san* 
dais, cut out of the raw hide of an elephant or ox. 

Th&better sort of females constantly wore spiral 
caps, made of the skins of wild beasts. They had 
commonly, I observed, two crossas, between whidi 
they fEistened their children when they suckled 
them, the infant just appearing above their shoul- 
* ders. They aleo covered thdr hips with another 
crossa, which was always made of sheep-skin. 

I found that both sexes smoked tobacco. In- 
deed, their attachment to this plant was astonish- 
ing ; since, rather than be without it, I have known 
them part with nearly all they possessed. Nay 
more, the desire to obtain it ^u^tually overcame 
their indolence ; and I have seen them work a 
whole day for half an ounce, and think their la- 
bour well compensated. They are also extremely 
fond of a jdant called dacha, which they mixed 
with their tobacco, and smoked till they became 
intoxicated. But their passion for a root called 
kanna, which I have since apprehended to be the 
ginseng of China, is, if possible, still more ardent 
This, indeed, is esteemed by them the most ex- 
hilarating and restorative medicine in the world, 
and the smallest chip of it is regarded as a valu- 
able present. 
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I was present at some of their religious cere- 
raonies, happening to be there at the full moon ; 
and, in spite of their acknowledgment of the true 
God, I found that they worshipped the moon as an 
inferior visible deity. At this time, indeed, they 
expressed their adoration of it, by attitudes and 
tones of voice expressive of veneration, crying, 
" We salute thee! Thou art welcome! Grant us 
ft>dder for our cattle, and jnilk in abundance;" 
and these and similar addresses were frequently 
attended with singing, dancing, shouting, and 
clapping of hands, which lasted as long as they 
could see their deity. 

It is indeed a singular circumstance, that whilst, 
as I before said, they confess a Supreme Intelli- 
gence, they have no institution or festival thsit has 
any immediate reference to Him ; their adorations 
being solely paid to the deities whom they confess 
to be subordinate to the First Cause. I spoke, 
through the medium of the interpreter, to one of 
the most sensible amongst them, on this inconsis- 
tency. He replied, "That their first, parents had- 
so heinously offended the God of gods, that they 
had exposed them to his curse, and shut his^ears 
to their prayers." 

Deceased persons, eminent for their valour or 
other qualificaticHis, were, I discovered, honoured 
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with a religious veneratioD, and several mountains, 
fields, rivers, and woods, were consecrated to their 
memory ; and I was not a little surprised, one day, 
at finding the Hottentot with whom I was walk- 
ing, stand still to contemplate, as my guide assur- 
ed me, the virtues of the person to whose memory 
the field was dedicated, and to implore his protec- 
tion through Ufe. This ofiering up prayers to the 
departed, has given an idea to many, as well as 
myself, that they believe in a state of future exist- 
ence ; but J could never understand that they had 
any notion of rewards or punishments. Though 
I know that, through fear, they offer sacrifices to 
an unpropitious deity, whom they called Tanquoa, 
and whom, my guide informed me, they described 
as an ill-natured, vexatious spirit, whose malice 
deprived them of rest ; . who was the father of mis- 
diirf, the source of affliction, and the inspirer of 
witdacraft. 

But I think you must now be tired of the de- 
scription of a peo[de, who, though they are curious 
. in their habits, are by no means interesting ; and, 
indeed, ^n my return to the ship, I found that I 
had quite extended the limits of my ramble to the 
litmost, since we were to sail on the following day. 
*I, however, contrived afl.er my return, which was 
early in the day, to ascend the Table Mountain ; 
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at the summit of which, after a fetiguing and 
tedious walk of three hours, I arrived, but the view 
firom it by no means paid me for my trouble. 

I found, on tny entering the ship, some of the 
younger sailorsarihising themselves by experiments 
with the torpedo, or cramp-fish, which is of a round- 
ish form. The head, I noticed, did not project from 
the body ; the eyes were small ; and the mouth, 
shaped like a crescent, had above it two small holes. 
The back was of an orange-colour, the belly 
white, the tail slender, and the skin in every part 
smooth and destitute of scales. There was no- 
thing remarkable in its appearance; and yet, 
when a gentleman offered me his stick, and bade 
me touch the fish with it, I instantly felt my limbs 
so cramped and benumbed, as to be unable to 
move them for at least two minules ; and, it wjjs 
nearly half an hour, ere I quite recovered fti&m 
the effects. I now, in my turn, prevailed on some 
of my friends to make some further experiments 
with it. I placed the torpedo on a table, on a wet 
napkin. Round another table stood five personSy 
insulated ; and two brass wires were suspended 
from the ceiling of the cabin by silken strings. 
One of the wires rested by one end- on the wet 
napkin, and the other end was immersed in a ba- 
sin full of water, placed on a second table, on 
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which stood four other basins, likewise full of wa- 
ter. The first person put a finger of one hand 
into the basin in which the wire was immersed, 
and a finger of the other into the* second ; and so 
on, successively, till all the fiv«. persons communis 
cated with each other, by the water in the basins. 
In the last basin, one end of the second wire was 
dipped, and with the other end I touched the back 
of the torpedo ; when the five persons experienced 
a shock, though not very strong ; I, not being in 
the line of conduction, felt nothing. 

Nature, some philosophers are of opinion, has 
endued the torpedo with this wonderful property, 
as a ipeans, not only of defence against voracious 
fish, which, by a single touch, are deprived of aU 
.possibility of seizing their preyj but that, by con- 
cealing itself i]^ tte mud, and seizing such fish as 
ac# carelessly swimming about, it may make a 
ready prize of them^ 



« 



CHAPTER VII. 



Prom the moment of our leaving the Cape till 
our arrival in Anjere roads, my time was very 
pleasantly occupied in arranging my botanical 
and other specimens, and in keeping a journal of 
past occurrences. 

On our reaching this station we weighed anchor, 
and, on the following day, arrangements were 
made for our departure to Batavia. As I and one 
of my friends were anxious to take drawings of 
ihe places through which we passed, and to add 
to our collection of natural curiosities, we proceed- 
ed in doolies towards Seeram. ^ : 

" Now, what are doolies ?" I think I hear you 
inquire. Why, they am conveyances, somewhat 
longer than a palanquin, with a raised penthouse 
roof, built of bamboo. They take little time in 
cotistructing, and^ though sufficiently capacious, 
ese not heavy. The poles are fixed in the sides, 
end not in the centre, as in apalanquin ; and are 
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Other an entire piece, orsepaiate, accoiding to ths 
mnnber of bearers employed. 

In this manner we passed throogh a wild, 
picturesque country, exhibiting a great variety of 
trees of different species ; for not only is the pakn- 
tree in great varieties to be seen, but the sugar- 
tree, from whence the sugar used in Java is ex- 
pressed; and plantations of bamboo are abun- 
dant. There are, indeed, in this country large 
forests of bamboos ; one of which is said to reach 
fifty miles, forming so thick a canopy, like Gothic 
arches, that the light of the sim is almost entirely 
excluded at noon, whilst in its dark recesses lurk 
the leopard and the tiger. 

Nor do the purposes to which this wood is ap- 
plied, render its abundance less desiralde thann^ 
cessary. Houses are Ibuilt of it, and articles of 
furniture, for almost every domestic purpose, are 
constructed of it ; and so neatly and beautifully 
are they, made, that I question whether the most 
refined civilization could introduce any thing that 
would answer, the purpose so well. 

At Chittagong, where our little party rested, we 
were pleased to find that it was market-day, be- 
cause it gave us an opportimity of observing the 
neatness with which the difierent commodities, 
such as the betel-leal^ the areqa-nut, sweetmeats, 
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odoling beverages, and fish fesdy jessed, tvere 
arranged, together with some coarse jewellery, 
and common cloths, intended for kubayas, or that 
part of the native dress which is rolled round the 
body, and comes down between the legs. 

Proceeding onwards, we were struck with the 
bamboo bridges, covered with mats, which -we 
every where observed. Their tightness at first 
gives an air of insecurity, but this is by no means 
the case ; and in a country subject, as this is, to 
the continual swellings of the small streams from 
heavy showers, no other erections would be equal- 
ly permanent 

Arrived at Seeram', we made a short stay there; 
and then proceeded forwards to Batavia, where 
the rest of our companions had pretrioudy arrived. 

The town of Batavia has been so long noted 
for its insalubrity, that few of the principal or 
wealthy inhabitants reside in it, but occupy houses 
in the suburbs and the vicinity. 

There is always something to me, in the slow, 
muddy progress of a canal, that imparts an air of 
dreariness to the scene; and though here, the 
quantity of vegetation in its vicinity deprived it of 
its general character, yet the whole appearance 
impresses a stranger with the idea of its being an 
mdicalthy spoL However, I believe the suburbs 
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are now exempt from the farmer opioioQ, and tke 
charge is confined to the town itsdf. 

The Dutch have imported their nalicmal pecu- 
liaritJes to this place. Still they are found to lin- 
ger in the apartment over the canals which inter- 
sect every street ; still is the cheroot then* most 
usual companion ; whilst the figures of birds and 
beasts, and occasionally heathen gods and god- 
desses, which adorn the villas of the niost wealthy, 
are as remarkable for their number as their curi- 
ous assc»rtment They certainly pursue a system 
decidedly opposed to health, in excluding the ex- 
ternaLair, and in closing, not only their windows, 
but their blinds, on the supposition, that checked 
perspiration would be dangerous, and that it is ne- 
cessary to keep up an even temperature of air; 
forgetting, meanwhile, the hurtful tendency of a 
loaded atmosphere, and the increased susceptibilily 
to disease, from such close confinement. 

I looked in vain, among the languid counte- 
nances of the ladies of Batavia, for the rosy hue 
that adcHrns the faces of my own lovely country- 
women ; and even the magnificent muslin robes, 
spangled with gold and silver ; the profusbn of 
jewels in the hair; the black tresses, anqinted 
^th the oil of the cocoa-nut, and sometimes 
ad(»rned with chaplets; could not rival in my 
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eyes, the simple elegance of an English costume. 
But these dresses were only worn when they 
went abroad to pay visits, or took an airing in 
their carriages. At home they wore only a red, 
checkered cotton gown, descending to the ankles^ 
with large, wide sleeves ; and the hair fastened 
with a silver bodkin, and simply platted. I, with 
one or two other gentlemen, went to pay. a mom^ 
ing visit to a native lady. On the floor, at her 
feet, was seated a female slave^ handsomely 
habited, holding in her hands, her mistress' gold 
box, divided into compartments, which contained 
areca-nut, cardamom-seeds, pepper, tobacco, and 
slacked lime, all mixed together in due propor- 
tions, and rolled within a leaf of betel, constitute 
ing a masticatory of a very pungent taste, an^ in 
general use. She kindly gave us an invitation to 
breakfast ; and at an early hour, we found tea, 
coffefe, chocolate, flsh$ and even fle^ spread upon * 
the table. We had hut just finished this part of 
the meal, when the gentleman of the house invit- 
ed us to the portico before the door of the great 
hall, where pipes and tobacco were presented 
to each of us ; and a br^ht brass jar, to an- 
swer the purposes of a spittoon, was placed be- 
fore us. I- am no smoker ; and from Madeira, 
clareft, gin, Dutch small beer, and Eoglish porteti 
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I Uiroed at this unuaual time, unth disgust; bat 
when; immediately preceding dimier, two men 
slaves handed round glasses of Madeira, I found I 
could not refuse without incuning the charge of 
affectation. They were followed by three female 
slaves ; one with a silver jar, containing rose wa- 
ter, tow£^hwith; a second with a silver basin and 
low cover, to receive the water after being used ; 
and the third with towels for wiping the hands. 
Dinner was then seized. It consisted of a num- 
ber of dishes. , A band of music flayed at a httle 
distance, and several female daves waited upon us. 
Coffee immediately followed ; and we then were 
invited to retire to a bed, consisting of a mattress, 
bolster, pillow, and chintz counterpane,' but no 
sheets ; a musUn nightcap, and long, loose, cotton 
gown being handed us. About six, we rose and 
dressed, and joined the ladies of the family, who 
had not before made their . appearance ; weUhen 
took a Very agreeable ride with them, in the cod 
of the evening, to the medical garden of this place. 
Here I was gratified with a sight of that beau- 
tiful vegetable the nutmeg-tree. The stem, with 
a smooth, brown bark, rises perfectly straight. Its 
sttong and numerous branches proceed regularly 
from it, in an oUique direction, upwards. They 
bear large, oval leaves, pendulous from them, some 
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a foot in length. The upper aiyl outer sorfiM^e of 
iheleaf is smooth, and of a deep, agreeable green« 
The under and inner surface is marked with ft 
Strong nerve, in the middle of the leaf, from the 
fi)otstalk to the pcnnC ; and frixnthis nvddle nenre, 
others proceed obliqudy, towards the point and 
edges of the leaf. But what dislii^uiahes most 
the inner sur&ce, is its uniform bright brown co- 
lour, without the least intermixture of green, and, 
as if strewed all over with a fine brown powder^ 
The whole leaf is characterized by its fragrant 
odour, sufficiently denoting the fruit which the 
tree produces. This fruit, when fresh, is about 
the size and figure of the common nectarine. It 
consists of an outward rind; between which and 
the inward shell, is found a reticulated membmne, 
or divided skin, which? when dried, is called the 
mace. What is known by the name of nutmeg, 
is the kernel within the shell, and is soft in its ori- 
^nal state. 

The clove-tree next attracted my notice, with 
its small, narrow, oval, snK)oth, tender, and aro- 
matic leaves. The cloves are the unripe firuit^ 
CTj perhaps, more properly, the cups of the un- 
opened flowers. The tree is one of those, the 
flower of which is produced above the rudiments 
of .the fruit The ripe firuit| sometimes brought 
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into Europe nnder the. name of antophylluB, is 
marked on the top with the remains of the blos- 
som. It is cEbout the size and shape, of an ofive, 
aind contains, under a thin, blackish shell, a hard 
kernel of the same colour, whkh has a deep, lono 
gitudinal seam on one side. The cloves are said 
to be cured by exposing them to smoke^ and afier* 
ward drying them in the sun. 

I examined the camphor-tree, whose leaves are 
not unlike those of the clove-tree, only stronger ; 
and, together with every other part of the tree, 
smell of that substance. On inquiry, I learnt Dt 
is extracted by boiling in common water the root, 
trunk, branches, and leaves ; when the camphor, 
rismg to the surface of the boiling water, is easily 
separated from it I distinguished the cinnamon- 
tree, not only by the three nerves, which always 
regularly divide the surface of its oval ].eaf, but 
also from the fragrant smell which is diffused over 
every part of the tree. 

The pepper, Rowing in clusters like grapes^ 
but only smaller, is found on a creeping plant like 
& vine, supported on a living tree. Its leaves of a 
pungent taste, and of a dark green colour, resem- 
bling in shape those of the hazeL Near to it, in 
this excellent collection, was that other species of 
pqyper-plant that furnishes the leaf of the betel I 
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Iiave 80 often menti^ed ; and which ia not obIj 
diewed by itself, but serves also for the enclosure 
<tf slices, or bits of the areca : hence errcmeously 
called the betel-nut. I have also spoken of the 
dteca-nut, so commonly used here ; and must, 
therefore, inform you, that the tree which produ- 
ces it, is amongst the smallest of the tribe of palms, 
but comes next in beauty to the mountain cab- 
bage-tree of the West Indies. The diameter, 
however, of the trunk of the former, seldom ex-^ 
Cieeds four inches, or its height twelve feet. The 
nut, when dried, has some similitude, in fosm and 
taste, to the common nutmeg. 

Though, perhaps, it may be thought, that the 
number and variety of people that I daily met 
with in Batavia, must have been extremely amo- 
^^9 y^^ ^ I ^s desirous of visiting the mane 
distant parts of the island, and the inhabitants of 
the Ten'-ger Mountains having been much spoken 
of, I determined to bend my course thitherward, 
Imowing that they were the mostancient of the 
Javan race ; and, as my route was a varied one, 
instead of leading you on step by step, I shall no* 
tice Uie most remarkable objects that I met with 
in my progress, ere I reached the place of my des- 
tination ; for, if you feel Uke me, you would ra- 
ther hear of the natural {inductions of a country, 
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wad the charaetera andmaim^rs of the inhabitants^ 
than the name of every insignificant village, or the 
distance between each, or the exact line of road^ 
laid down ¥rith all the minuteness and accuracy of 
an itinerary. 

Java i9, indeed, a magnificent island, and^ un- 
like most other tropical countries, is abundant in 
water. The soil, in many parts, resembles the 
rich garden-mould of England, and, when exposed 
to inundations, bears one heavy and one light crop 
every year. From the tops of the mountains t6 
the sea-shore, it possesses six .distinct climates^ 
each, of which furnishes an indigenous botany. 

There is not a plant upon the globe that could 
not be cultivated in Java, and the indigenous fruits 
are'equal to those of any continent It was here 
that I gathered some of that curious plant called 
the flower of the air, because it has no root, and is 
never fixed to the earth, but twines round a dry 
^ tree, or a sterile rock. Each shoot produces two 
or three flowers like a My, white, transparent, and 
odiMriferous ; and, as it is capable of being trans- 
ported two or three hundred miles, I wreathed 
some round a stick-which I carried, and was de- 
lighted to see it vegetate as I journeyed (m. 

Here tool mei'Wiih the nepefUhBsdistiUatoria 
^ which I had often read| and which is remarka^ 
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Ue fix having a small vegetable bag attached to 
tbe base of its leaves. This bag is covered with 
ft lid, which moves on a strong fibre, answering 
the purpose of a hinge. When the dew rises, or 
rains descend, the lid opens; when the bag is 
saturated, the Ud falls, and closes so tightly, that 
no evaporation can take place. The moisture 
imbibed cherigbes the seed, and is gradually 
absorbed into the body of the plant. 

Nor is it in flowers alone that Java excels. Not 
only roses and violets scent the air, but raspberries 
grow wild in profusion ; pine-apples are planted 
in fieldsf and are carried in heaps, like turnips, and 
BoLd for considerably less than a penny a-[»ece. 
The maBgosteen or mungustm, the most deli- 
cious of all fruits, also flourishes here. It bears 
fruit and flowers at the same time, is about the 
size of a nonpareil apple, and consists of a dark 
rod, thick, and firm rind, containing from ^ve to 
seven seeds, of which a white pidp, that covers 
them, is the only part that is eaten. The fruit ^ 
tests in a green calyx, and its top bears a corona. 
Its flavour has a little sweetness, with a mixture 
<tf. acid, and it mdts in the mouth like whif^ped 
■bream. 

On my route,* I fell in with a native Javanese 
of somerank, and he was rqnesented to me as a 
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man of considerable beauty, according to the taste 
of his countrymen. He was muscular and weH- 
proportioned, though beneath the middle stature, 
undoubtedly ; and there was a certain expression 
of mildness and benevolence, that, perhaps, pre- 
vented my giving him, according to my European 
notions, the character of ugliness, to whi(^,. how- 
ever, he certainly made a near approach. His 
nose was flat, and his mouth, which was enor- 
mously wide, di^layed two rows of teeth so ex- 
tremely black, either from want of cleanliness, or 
Uie immoderate use of the betel, as to render him 
almost disgusting ib appearance. He was attend- 
ed by men dressed in scarlet, with bowl-shaped 
coverings of basket-work on their heads, worn 
principally by coachmen and horsemen, but occa- 
sionally by people of all ranks. The gentleman 
himself had on a pair of European boots ; but the 
handkerchief tied round the head, the tunic, and 
the cloth wrapped round the loins and the lower 
parts of the body, under which were distinctly 
visible his trowsers, marked his station, and gave 
me hischaracteristic uniform. He had also a kric^ 
or dagger, a weapon which nejther a Javanese nor 
a Malay is ever seen without ; and which is not 
only valued for its antiquity, but descends as an 
heir-loom in fiunihes. 
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NoFwas the countenance of the women much 
more [leasing ; though I did not think it quite so 
disgusting as that of the men, with the exception 
of the teeth, which are equally stained and disco- 
loured ; and which, whatever other charms they 
might have possessed, would certainly have rob- 
bed them of much loveliness. But such is the 
capnce of taste; for these ladies' are as ambitious 
to paint their teeth of a jet black, except the two 
middle ones, which they cover with gold leaf, as 
any of the belles of Europe are to purify and 
whiten theirs. 
4 As hospitality is enjoined in Java, not only by 
iei great variety of pi^cepts, but by constant prac- 
tice, it is not to; be wondered at, that, in entering 
the a,bc^es of tJiese interesting people, I was always 
treaileid with friendship and attention. '^ It is not 
enough," says their book of institutes, "that a 
man should place, food before his guest : be is 
bound to do more. He should render his meat 
palatable, by kind words and manners ; he should 
soothe him after his journey, and make his heart 
glad while he partakes of refreshment ;" and, con- 
scious of their int^rity, and sensible of thdr love 
(tf truth, to which their adherence is remarkable, 
I invariably, though a stranger amongst them, fdi 
a confidence and security that I should not have 
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known amongst other oriental nations. They 
were, indeed, a gentle, cheerful, intelligent, and 
well-disposed pec^le^ free from reserve, and un- 
acquainted with that pr^udice which difference in 
religious sentiments, unhappily, introduces in too 
many other countries. 

I was often, whilst wandering among them, 
struck with the tractabiUty of the Javanese bujSalo; 
so untamable with a stranger, and yet here so do- 
mesticated, that, like the Arabian courser, it will 
allow itself to be guided by the smallest child. 

As I was passing a grave-yard, in my route, I 
was surprised to hear the sounds of merriment 
issue from it; and instantly turning into it, I 
found a party of [deasure seated ther% enjoying 
themselves among the tombs of their anc^tors. 

On inquiry, they instantly told me, thatr they 
believed the spirits of their dead rdatives to be sen- 
sible of 'their happiness; that « they had repaired 
thither, that they might be partakers of it ; and 
that they had not only invited them to share it, 
but had placed seats for their accommodation, as 
if they were still aUve. I could Aot but smile at 
their superstition, though less lamentable in its 
effect than that which heathenism generally casts 
over the mind. Leaving them, therefore, to their 
amusement, I proceeded to. examine the orna- 
ments of the {dace. 
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Every descriptbn of flowers was to be found ia 
this blooming cemetry. Samboja, or kamboja- 
trees, were planted by the sides of the graves, and 
sulasi flowers strewed over them several times in 
the year. These flowers have a sweet scent, and 
are reared exclusively for that purpose. In another 
part of the same grave-yard, I found an image of 
leaves, ornamented with variegated flowers, in the 
human form, supported by the clothes of the de- 
ceased. Before this figure was placed a pot of in- 
cense, into which were thrown garlands of flowers, 
which were burning; and around it I observed a 
miall party of the friends of the deceased, sitting 
at a feast, and invoking a blessing on themselve&| 
their houses, and lands. 

Another day's journey brought me to the object 
of my research. I found it to consist of about 
forty villages, the houses of which diflTered very 
much, in structure and materials, from those of 
other Javanese bui||ings ; and, instead of being 
shaded by trees, they are built on open and spa- 
cious terraces. Their abodes were certainly in 
the most romantic part of the island, and each of 
their villages bias its chief, who is selected by the 
inhabitants, and four priests. 

I inquire4 into the nature of their &ith and 
wonsliMp, and found that it was Hindu ; that the 
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daty of their>prie8t consisted in preserving tbe 
recordset the viUage,and their history of the origin 
tf tbe worlds in disclosing the attributes of Deity, 
and in performing the duties of their religion. 

1 asked what punishments the3r attached to the 
crunes of theft and adultery. They replied, that 
they had no pumshments, for those ^crimes were 
unknown in the mountains ; and that if any one 
acted in an improper manner, he was reproved for 
it by the chief of the village, and that was sufficient 
punishment. Oh ! how I longed that the pure 
light of the gospel should still farther enlighten 
the minds of this benighted people, and that they 
should ^' see this star in the east and worship it." 
The number of this tribe, I understood, amounted 
to about one thousand two hundred. They mar- 
ry amongst themselves, and are extremely anx- 
ious to preserve their purity of blood. I left them, 
im[Nressed with sentiments of regard and admira- 
tion of their simplicity, and^gain retraced my 
steps towards Batavia. 

The Javanese love of trees, and their taste fiar 
the cultivation of their gaMens, certainly add* 
much to the effect of the scenery. This love may 
be observed in the number of cocoas which they 
plant; for whenever a native has a child bom, he 
immediately plants a tree of this kind^ which adds 
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a circle every year to its bark, indicating the i^ 
of the tree, and ajso that ci the child, who, in 
consequence, regards his cocoa with afiectiQA 
throughout his life. 

The peasantry of Java have, indeed, in many 
districts, gardens attached to their cottages, which 
are exen^)t trom contributions of every kind. * In 
the regency of Hedu, I understood, they were so 
extensive as to constitute one-tenth of the district 
The cotters not only plant these gardens with ve- 
getables, but experience no small delight in sitting ' 
under the shade of their trees with their families. 
Some of these cottages are so luxuriantly embow- - 
ered, with foliage of evergreens, that they cannot 
be discerned, till a traveller stands at the very 
door ; and so beautiful do these groups make the 
country, that the clumps that diversify the most 
skilfully arranged park, can bear no comparison, 
with them in picturesque effect. 

On my return \% Batavia, I found that, during 
my absence, a gentleman of our vessel had made 
an expedition to the district of Sundha, wher^ 
^ mannas and i^ustoms prevail that bear no very 
distant res^nblance to the patriarchal ages. The 
villages constitute detached societies, under a priest 
or chief. Harmony prevails entire in these com^ 
muiuties, though one villageoccasionally d^>utes 
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wilhftnolher. Great deference is paid to age; 
the commands of parents and.superiors are stricdj 
<|)eyed. They hi^d each other in great esteem, 
pride themsdves upon good or great deeds per^ 
liirmed by th^ kindred or neighbours^ and have 
a great veneratbn for the tombs, ashes, and memo- 
li^ of their ancestors. They are hohes^ ingenue 
ous, and kind-hearted^ faithM in their engage- 
ments, and extremely cleanly in their persons. 
Hospitality is not only enjoined by many striking 
* precepts, but zeabusly practised ; and they are ex» 
tremely susceptible of the shame arising from a 
dishonest or unjust action. They rise before the 
sun, go soon after into the rice-fields with their 
buffaloes, return home about ten, bathe, and take 
their morning's meal. During the heat of the 
day, they occupy themselves, under the shade of 
trees, in making or mending their implements of 
husbandry, or in forming baskets. About four, 
they again go to the fields witj;^ their bufialoes ; at 
49ix, they return and take their supper. Then they 
form themselves into small parties, and the whole 
yillage exhibits a picture of quiet enjoyment. 

Such was the portrait drawn by my fiiend. I 
wished that it had been in my power to extend my 
visit thitherward, but that I knew to be impossible. 
I must, however, not omit mentioning tp you a 
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naitural curiosity, that I met with in my tour ; I 
mean the edible swaHow, which is said to fprm its 
nest of its own secretions. Its glands are formed 
in a manner peculiar to its species. A mem- 
branous tube* surrounds the duct of each gastric 
gland, which, after projecting a Uttle way into the 
gullet, splits into separate portions, like the petals 
of a flower.' The nest which it forms, has, fe)m 
time immemorial, been an article of commerce 
between Java and China. It is esteemed a great 
luxury; but whether from prejudice, or want of 
epicurean palate, I must confess that they were 
too gelatinous and insipid to suit me, even with 
the addition of eggs and shrimps. These birds 
are supposed to Uve principally on flies, gnats, 
musquitoes, and ether insects. The nests ad- 
here to each other, and to the sides of the caves 
in the cliffs, where they build, mostly in rows, 
without any break or interruption. They were 
flying about in considemUe numbers round the 
rocks, where I observed them ; and I was told 
that they were small grey birds, with white bel- 
lies; but their flight is so quick, that they escaped 
the shot &red at them. Their wide opening 
beaks are particularly adapted for catching their 
food. Their principal enemy is the kite, which 

* See Raflei' History of Jara. 
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often intercepts them in tbeir passage to and from 
the caverns, which are generally surrounded with 
rocks of grey limestone or white marble. 

The nests are placed in horizontal rows at dif^ 
ferent depthS) from * fifty to five huiidred feet 
The colour and value of the nests depend on the 
quantity and quality of the insects caught^ and 
perhaps also on the situation where they are built 
Their value is chiefly determkied by the uni£[^xa 
fineness and deUeacy of their textuce \ those that 
are white and transpareilt being most esteemed, 
and often fetching in China their weight in silver. 
These nests are a considerable object of traffic 
among the Javanese, and many are employed in 
it firom their infancy. 

The birds having spent nearly two months in 
preparing their nests, lay each two eggs, which are 
hatched in about fifteen days. When the young 
birds become fledged, it is thought time to seize 
upon their nests, which is done regularly thrice a 
year, and is eflected by means of ladd^^ of bam- 
boo an!d reeds, by which the people descend ipto 
the cavern ; but when it i» very deep, rope-ladders 
are preferred. This operation is attended with 
much danger, and several break their necks in the 
attempt. The inhabitants of the mountains ge- 
nerally employed in*it, begin alwa]n3 by sacrificii% 
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a buffalo f which custom is constandy observed by 
the Javanese, on the eve of every extraordinary 
enterprise. They also pronounce some prayers^ 
anoint themselves with sweet-scented oil, and 
smoke the entrance of the cavern with gum ben- 
jamin. Near some of these caverns, a tutelar god- 
dess is worshipped, whose priest bums incense, and 
lays bis protecting hand upon every person pre- 
paring to descend into the cavern. A flambeau 
is carefully prepared at the same time, with a gum 
which exudes from «i tree growing in the vicinity, 
and is not easily extinguished by fixed air or sub- 
terraneous vapours. The swaUow whiph builds 
these nests, is. described as not having its tail- 
feathers marked with white spots, which is a cha- 
racter attributed to it by Linnaeus ; and it is possi* 
Ue that there aie two species or varieties of the 
swallow, the nests of which are alike valuable. 

Before I leave Batavia, I must mention that I 
saw in the governor's house there, (and indeed it 
was the most familiar bird,) the crown bird. He ' 
had also two cassowaries, which, though long in 
his possession, and having the appearance of 
tameness, sometimes betrayed the fierceness of 
their nature, attacking with their strong bill those 
who approached too near them. 
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CHAPTER Vni. 

After leaving Batavia we saUed along by the 
island of Sumatra, where forests of mangroved 
extended their roots in a curved direction into the 
water, from different parts of the trunk ; forming 
arches to some distance, until they reach the bot- 
tom, covered by the sea. Plashes ot almost inter- 
mitting lightning were seen nightly, though but 
little thunder was heard ; whilst the phosphoric 
light, perceived upon striking with the oar, or touch- 
ing a wave with the hand, was not more briUiant 
than the sparks emitted by the myriads of fire- 
flies on shore, that lined the coast. Nothing worth 
notice occurred to us as we passed the several 
other islands, till we reached Turon, situated in 
Cochin China ; and where I shall only detain you 
a few moments, just to tell you that, on going on 
i^ore, we were extremely amused with seeing the 
method practised in playing at shuttlecock. In- 
stead of using a battledoor, as is the custom you 
know, in England, or making use of the hand,'and 
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ann, tVey stood seven or eight in a circle, and, 
after running a short race, and springing from the 
floor, they met the descending shuttlecock with 
the sole of their foot, and drove it up again with 
force high into the air. The game wag kept up 
with much animation, and seldom did the players 
miss their stroke, or give it a wrong direction. 
The shuttlecock was made of a piece of dried 
slon rolled round, and bound with strings. Into 
this skin were inserted three feathers, spreading 
. out at top, but so near to each other, where they 
were stuck into the skin, as to pass through the 
AdI^, little more than a quarter of an inch square, 
which were ^iways made in the centre of Cochin 
GopW coins. We made one or two awkward at- 
tempts at the game, not only to our own confu- 
sion, but much to the amusement of the natives. 
The feet, indeed^vassist. amongst these ingenious 
people, as auxiliaries to the hands, m the exercise 
of many trades, particularly that of boat-building. 
In steering our course towards the " Celestial 
Empire," as it is termed, we passed the islands of 
Ghu-san, where we saw, for the first time, the cele- 
brated little feetxrf the Chinese womeq. Fash- 
ion may reconcile to the eye of a native this bar- 
barous apd ungraceful deformity ; but to a foreign- 
er, nothing can appear more preposterous — more 
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detrimental to health — more opposed to real beau- 
ty. But I must not detain you with a narrative 
of every event, ot of every scene that arrested our 
progress ; but shall only desi^ribe to you a curious 
punishment we saw inflicted one morning, when 
near the place of our destination, and then hasten 
with you to the harbour of Tien-sing, situated in 
China, where we weighed anchor, and reoQ^ined 
some days ere our final disembarkation. 

This punishment was called face-slapping, and 
appeared to us extremely cruel. The hair of the 
unfortunate culprit was twnsted till his eyes almost 
started from their sockets ; whilst the executioner, 
with a short piece of hide, about a|{^inch wide, 
much to the amusement, apparently, of himself 
and the spectators, inflicted with it seveml blows 
on his cheeks, which appeared to be very much 
distended. We understood the punishment was 
inflicted for theft; and though we, of course, 
reprobated the crime, we could not but feel for the 
sufferings of the thief. ^ 

It was evening when we entered Tien-sing, the 
evening too, of the feast of lanterns, and every 
house, every temple, even the very shores of the 
sea, were hung with lanterns of every size and 
hue ; shedding their illumination on all the scene, 
and displaying, on the transparent gdlk of which 
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they were composed) devices of flowers, animals, 
and various other paintings. In some of them 
were placed lamps, in others wax candles ; and 
the light they gave Game to us with a softness, yet 
brilliancy, I cannot forget; while their fixed 
streamers of satin and of silk waved in the even- 
ing breeze, and now and then curled round the 
curious piece of wood- work that was placed over 
the top. Some lanterns were also composed of 
horn, curiously cemented together, so as to appear 
of one piece. They are so clear, that I at first 
mistook them for glass : some of them are about 
two feet in diameter, and in the form of a cylin- 
der, with t^ ends rounded off, and the edges 
me^ng in the point to which the suspending cords 
were tied. Around us were ranged a vast num- 
ber of fishing-boats, each displaying its httle light ; 
whilst the sound of the gong (produced by strik- 
ing with wooden mallets circular rimed plates of 
copper, mixed with tin or zinc, to render it sono- 
rous) accompanying the offering to the tutelary 
deity of each vessel, produced an effect altogether 
novel and striking. 

I rose the next day with the first beams of the 
sun, and, on coming on deck, I was surprised to 
hear the sounds of merriment at so early an hour. 
I soon found, however, that it came fi-om some 
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young midshipmen, who were watching the 
thod of fishing as pursued by the Chinese, ajid 
were as much interested in the actions of the birds 
employed, as they probably would have been at a 
chase in England. Having watched the men 
make several turns with their boats, we suddenly 
saw them beat the water with one of their oars, 
and instantly, to our surprise, we observed the 
birds perched on the prow of each vessel disperse 
themselves, plunge into the river, and seize by the 
middle what fish they could ; then rising to the 
surface, carry its captive to the boat to which it 
belonged. But what was the most diverting to 
the younger part of our crew, was the assistance 
which these well-trained birds rendered to each 
other. When the prize taken was rather too 
large for one to secure, another of its comrades 
would then fly towards its overpowered fiiend, 
take the prey by the tail, whilst the other supports 
ed the head, and thus bear the burden to their 
master, which he received. They prevent the 
captor from swallowing it, by means of a ring 
placed on the gullet for the purpose : this was re- 
moved when the fishing was done, and the birds 
received their allowance. 

A few hours after this scene had finished, and 
just as our men had cleaned the decks, we perceiv- 
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ed a boat rowing towards us ; and on its reaching 
us, we were presented with some visiting tickets, 
composed of slips of paper of a red colour, eigh- 
teen inches long by six wide, on which were in- 
scribed the names and titles of the mandarins, who 
were about to pay us the compliment of a call ; and 
shortly after\vard we observed one of the fiat-botr » 
tomed boats of the country making towards us. 

In a sort of well, for there was no cabin, were 
seated two Chinese, in the costume of their coun- 
try, black and violet dresses, with a small cap on 
their heads, in form of a tunnel, made of cane, 
lined with satin, and terminated by a tuft of red 
hay-, with globular buttons or balls fixed in the 
cap. As these buttons are considered marks of 
rank, and as the wearers are divided into nine 
orders, I shall give them to you, in the precedence 
they assume in China : viz. ruby, red, worked co- 
ral, smooth coral, pale blue, dark Mue, crystal, 
ivory, and gold ; and yet so far is the civil capacity 
estimated above the military, that I have witnessed 
more than once, a mandarin with only a white 
button, take the upper hand of the miUtary coraL 

Accustomed, as our sailors were, to the sea, it 
was witfi some difiiculty that they restrained their 
risible muscles, when observing the fear that was 
painted in the countenance of our^ two guests, on 



184 • FIBE-SXDE STORIES. 

being placed in the chair that was to draw them 
up into the ship. But their vanity was flattered 
afterward, in understanding that the visiters were 
not a Uttle gratified by the orderly conduct and 
martial appearance exhibited upon the deck of 
our vessel. They were sensible, intelligent men; 
and gesture often supplied an explanation, ere the 
expressions were rendered into the different lan- 
guages by the interpreter. We paid them every 
attention that was in our power ; and as the' seat 
of honour in China is on the left hand, we endea- 
voured to distinguish the difference in their rank^ 
and to place them accordingly. This, indeed, was 
easily done ; since one was decoraled with a blue 
button, and the other wore a ruby. The last gen- 
tlenfan, indeed, was graced with a peacock's fea- 
ther ; a mark of distinction bestowed upon him 
in consequence of his military services, which was 
presented to him by the emperor, with orders to 
wear it pendant from his bonnet Sometimes three 
of these feathers, placed in an agate tube, and 
worn pendant, are conferred ; and happy indeed 
is he, yes, thrice happy, who attains such a 
favoured eminence. 

Our visiters did not leave us till late, and, after 
their departure, it being a beautiful night, we 
were again entertained with another method of 
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filing, pursued at this late hour ; and, as I think 
you would be amused with the recital, I shall give 
it. On the edges of a long narrow boat, they nail 
in a sloping direction, a boar^ of about two feet 
wide, which, from its shining hue, represents the 
colour of the sea at moonlight, the only time this 
method of fishing is practised. The fish, mistak- 
ing the. plank for the water, throw themselves 
upon it, and fall into the boat, and thus the4x)0ty 
is secured. The following day was fixed for our 
party to land, and the barge, allotted to the embas- 
sy, having been prepared, the whole of the gen- 
tlemen occupying official situations, amongst 
which I was hicluded, accompanied by a band of 
music, prepared to leave the ship. 

As we were expected, every preparation had 
been made for our arrival, and the shore was lite- 
rally lined with people, crowded together incon- 
ceivably close ; and I coxild not help remarking 
to Lieutenant Anson, that, whatever other pro- 
pensities the Chinese might possess in common 
with the Europeans, in that of curiosity, at least, 
they were not tieficient. Even the women, un- 
mindful or forgetfld of prohibitory edicts, flocked 
to the shore, and many a braided head, and many 
a tiny foot, did we discover amongst the multitude; 
lliough I must do the young women the justice to 
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say, that they generally kept mthe back-ground, 
contenting themselves with a glimpse, and leaving 
to the older matii^ns the pleasure of a full gaze. 
But pressed and packed together as they were, 
nothing but order was to beobserved among them ) 
and they had even the good iiature to take off their 
straw hats, and stand with heads uncovered in a 
meridian sun, in order that those behind them 
might not have the view intercepted ; a species of 
politeness which, I fear, would be liioked for in 
vain amongst an English crowd. Arrived at the 
house of entertainment, tea was first served in the 
Chinese manner ; namely, by cups, with covers, 
upon oblong saucers, and infused in each cup 
separately, the leaves remaining at the bottom of 
the cup. At dinner, a table was placed for every 
two persons, and twenty-four dishes were present- 
ed in trays, in quick succession, to each guest. The 
tables were small, but on each was a pyramid of 
dishes, or bowls, piled upon each other, and con- 
taining a vast variety ; among which were cus- 
tards and preserved fruits, which were reaDy 
excellent ; and birds' nests and the fins of sharks, 
which, to our English palates, were not very ac- 
ceptable. 

I shall not enter in the particulars of this day's 
entertainment, because pubUc festivities give but 
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little insight into private habits ; and I am not so 
much writing a description of what the Chinese 
occasionally can do on particulsu: occasions, as I 
am wiRhing to give you an insight into their gene- 
ral modes of life. I must, therefore, beg you to 
accompany me to the house of a Chinese mer- 
chant, where I, with a few of the officers and 
several of the natives, among whom was a man- 
darin of some rank, was invited to spend the day. 
As the guests were introduced, the master of 
the house saluted one by one } and taking a cup 
full of a liquid extracted from rice, he bowed to 
the company, and advancing to the front of the 
room, lifted up his hands and eyes to heaven ; after 
which he poured the contents of the cup on the 
ground, intending to express by this ceremony, 
that every good thing comes from that Power who 
reigns on high. After this, he took up a cup of 
wine, bowed to each guest, and placed it upon his 
table, a compliment which was instantly returned 
by an attempt to replace it on that of the person 
visited ; but Kwang-ta-jin, the name of our host, 
prevented it with the most courteous and atten- 
tive civility. He then placed two small, ivory 
sticks, adorned with gold and silver, and intended 
to serve the pxirposes of a knife and fork, parallel 
on the table, repeating it to each guest in his turn, 
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agreeaUy to his rank ; and, as each of the tables 
was finely ornamented and jiqpanned, they made 
a nobJe and ^lendid appearance. 

Considerable ceremony then txxk place respect* 
ing the first place ; but happily at length it was 
adjusted, and we sat down (^posite to each other. 

The moment we were seated, four or five co- 
medians entered the apartmeixt ; and, after strik- 
ing their foreheads four times against the ground, 
they presented a li^ of fifty or sixty pSays, which 
they were ready to perform immediately. - The 
chief guest, the Mandarin Soo, to whom the choice 
of the play was referred, declined the honour seve- 
ral times ; till at length, after repeaited entreaties, 
he consented to name one of these pieces for 
representation. The play accordingly commenced 
with instnimental music, which really resembled 
the bagpipes more than any thing I can describe, 
and quite delighted a young midshipman named 
Hacgregor, though to my English ears it was truly* 
discordant. Indeed, the entertainment itself, 
though it appeared highly amusing to the Chinese, 
appeared dull and languid to those who had, like 
us, been accustopied tobehold characteristic dresses 
and the intervention of superb scenery, the latti^ 
of wWch was wanting. 

During these exhibidons, Kwang-ta-jin knelt^ 
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and entreated his guests to take the cup ; on which, 
lifting it with both their hands, and bowing very 
low, they conducted it to their mouths, drinking 
with great deliberation. He then invited us to 
eat ; and renewed the invitation every time a fresh 
dish was placed upon the table, or wine, &c. was 
offered. We remained at the table till tea was 
introduced, when we were conducted into another 
hall, and passed from thence into the gardens, 
where we remained till late at night. 

Whatever others may think of these ceremoni- 
als, to me they appear destructive of that ease, 
freedom, and exemption from restraint, which 
give the highiipt relish to all rational society, and 
can alone captivate the mind which is capable of 
relishing the " feast of reason and the flow of soul." 

Yet the Chinese behold them in quite a different 
point of view, and imagine they tend towards civi- 
lizing the people ; promoting peace and order, 
from the humility and condescension they occa- 
sion ; and, by excluding the use of coarse Ian- 
giiage and indelicate expressions, prevent the 
possibility of quarrels, disputes, and reproaches, 

I cannot leave the account of this dinner, with- 
out telling you, that it consisted principally of 
meat divided into small, square aiorsels, mi:xed 
with vegetables, stewed together, and seasoned 
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with a variety of savoury sauces ; though the 
swalioW nests and shark's fins were not omitted. 
We were also presented with cakes made from the 
buck-wheat, which freed entirely from bran, pro- 
duces a very white flour. The tnethod of redu- 
cing these cakes to the consistence of dumplings, 
is by steam, and is as follows •: the cakes are ar^ 
(anged upon stages of lattice-work, fixed in the 
inside of a wooden frame, closed at every part, 
ex6ept.the bottom. The frame, with its contents, 
is placed over a vessel of boiling water, the steam 
of which ascends through the lattice-work, but is 
sufficient only to surround the cake with a thin, 
soft crust We really could not rel^ this substi- 
tute for bread; though, by slicing and toasting 
them, we afterward found them much improved. 

The fruits and sweetmeats were presented in 
bowls, which are generally used in China instead 
of dishes : alternate layers of ice were {daced 
together with the kernels of apricots and walnuts, 
or seeds and slices of the hairy roots of the Uen- 
wha ; and these dishes were at (Mice palatable .and 
rdreshing. 

Smoking tobacco mixed with odorous sub- 
stances, seemed to be a favourite amusement in 
the leisure hours of the upper class *, though some- 
times opium was substituted, and at others, chew- 
ing the areca-nut seemed preferable. 
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I have spoken of the lien-wha, or nympkcba 
nelumboy which was introduced at table. The 
leaf of this plant, quantities of which we saw in 
the lakes of this country, besides the other uses 
which nature had intended that part of vegetables, 
has, from its structure, growing entirely round 
the stalk, the advantage of defending the flower 
and fruit from any contact with the water, which 
might injure them. 
The root of the lien-wha furnishes a stem which 
nevet feils to ascend in the water, from whatever 
depth, unless in case of a sudden inundation, until 
it attains the surface, where its leaf expands, rests, 
and swims ujpon it, and sometimes rises above it. 
It flowers are as beautiful and fragrant, as its seeds 
are grateful to the taste. The latter are some- 
what of the size and form of an acorn, and of a 
taste more delicate than that of almonds. They 
are fixed, by the lower extremities, into the flat 
surface of a substance formed into the shape of a 
broad, inverted cone. The roots are not only 
eaten with ice, but laid up in salt and vinegar for 
winter ;use. 

Among the varieties that presented themselves 
at Tien-sing nothing attracted our attention more 
than the pyramids of salt that were placed in ^Vt 
immense number, oh each side of the bank of the 
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riv& Pei-ho, near to this place. The iMiinber of 
entire stacks ^w?as two hundred and twenty-two, 
be^des several otta^ that were incomplete. None 
of tiese stacks wefe less in length than two hun- 
dred feet, and some extended to six hundred. 
There were in each stack fourteen thousand bags, 
an^ each bag contained about two hundred pounds 
weight of salt. This article is a source of con- 
siderable revenue to the crown of Chiua. 

After having received orders reaftecting oiur 
future plans, we again received directions to proceed 
farther up the river Pei-ho ; and as we passed some 
of the military stations, we had an opportunity of 
observing the dress and habits of. the soldiery. 
Our men were not a little amused ii|peeing seve- 
ral companies, dressed in long yellow and black 
striped garments, Uterally covering them from 
head to foot, and intended to represent tigers ; nor 
did the fans, which many of them carried, attract 
less notice. 

One still moonlight night, in our passage down 
the river I have just named, our ears were saluted 
with a cheerful, spirited song, re-echoed from at 
least a hundred different vessels, gliding in various 
directions. It came from the men who were moving 
the large oars, placed towards the forepart of the 
barge in which we were embarked ; and which, 
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as thexe was neither stream nor wind enough to 
convey our yachts &rther, must have stood still, 
had it not been for the exertions of these sailors. 
Several men were employed to move each of these 
large oars, which were never taken out of the 
water, but are made to perform, beneath its 4^- 
&cey a kind of vibratory motion, displacing the 
water first with one edge and afterward with the 
other. To this labour the men seemed not at all 
averse, keeping time with their oars to the cheerful 
song sung by the master, and accompanied by 
the whole crew. 

As there were often objects that drew our 
attention on shore, we fi*equently made stoppages, 
and then joined the barge again. In one of these 
excursions, a loud noise informed me that a man 
of rank was about to pass ; and on looking round, 
I saw a sedans-chair, such as is usually used ^ 
China, coming forward. It was green, the 
privileged colour, richly ornamented with tassels, 
and borne by four men. The poles of the chair 
were suspended at their extremities by cords, in 
the bend of which short bamboos were passed. 
The end of each bamboo rested upon the shoulders 
of the men ; two of whom supported and divided 
the weight before, and two behind. There were 
four others in attendance to relieve them, with 
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servants cBrrybkg mnhnSkm and o^er fltandaidg 
of honour, besides men on horseback. 

In the few qyportunities I had of observmg the 
manners of the Chinese peasantry, I must confess^ 
that I was much pleased with the s]^stem of 
dsltrence that is universally paid to the aged; 
and their constant residence with the younger 
branches of a family, tends, I think, to soften thd 
violence of juvenile passions, and spreads a degree 
rf serenity over the whole. The example, too, of 
virtuous ancestors, is carefully {^reserved; frequent 
reference is paid to their actions; and the moral 
sentences that are hung up in most houses, are 
also generally and frequently read by them. 

I wish I could speak with equij^applause of 
their conduct to their wives ; but, although the 
women of this country are remarkable for indus- 
try, not only bringing up their children, rearing 
silk-worms, and weaving the produce of their 
webs, but carrying on most of the trades that can 
be pursued within doors, yet their husbands as- 
sume a degree of dominion, that, to say the least, 
is not very gallant ; and these faithful helpmates 
are often not allowed to sit down with them at the 
table, but are obliged to stand and wait upon them 
like servants. 

The custom of families visiting togelhtf the 
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tombfl of their anceaUMfs, at stated timeS) is, I 
think, productive of happy results ; since the most 
distant relations are thus cemented together by a 
««nmon and endearing de. 

Nor is their care of each other, in cases of dis- 
tress, less meritorious ; and branded, indeed, with 
detestation, wo^ be the man who should see a 
brother, a sister, or a much more distant relation, 
suffering from ii(|int, and not lend him at once his 
labour and support. 

I met on my rout with the varnish-tree, rkus 
vernise. It was cultivated in plantations, and 
was not higher than a young fruit-tree. The 
leaves are shaped like the laurel, of a light green, 
and a downy feel. The varnish is extracted by 
slitting the bark ; and some care is necessary in 
the process, as the hands suffer much, should the 
leaves become bruised. 

At length the towers and walls of Pekin met 
<mr view. The latter, indeed, are of extraordi- 
nary height, and of such a breadth that sentinels 
aare stationed on them on horseback. The gates, 
which are nine in number, are still higher than 
the wall : they are all wellJhrched, and 8upp(»t 
spacious paviHions, manyifstoF^s high, wfaidb, 
though they are extremelj^plain, yet make a no- 
Ueand epacious appearanu^ 
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The streets generally run in direct lines, and 
some of them are of immense length, particularly 
the one we entered. Few of the houses in k 
were higher than one story, none of them more 
than two ; while the width of the street which 
divided them, was considerably above one hun- 
dred feet. It was airy and ga^ and^the latt^ 
effect was increased by the greefililiidyeuow tiles 
that covered the projecting ro^ of some of the 
gateways, that had a dazzling effect under the 
rays of the sun, and by the splendid decorations 
of the shops, the gilded carved-work of which 
was really handsome ;, whilst their signs were so 
&ntastical, that we could trs^ no allusion in them 
to the articles odd. Pawnbf o]^ers%liqps were as 
numerous as in Liondon, and^ere distinguished 
by a very high pole, with a cress piece of wood, 
not unlike a junk. It might \i^ supposed, that 
the extreme width of their streets would free them 
from any inconvenience in passing ; yet such in- 
numerable multitudes of men, camels, horses, 
asses, mules, chairs, wagons, and carts, continu- 
ally crowd them, that they form a scene of incon- 
ceivable confusion,&ist, and noise. Besides those 
who are contix^^lQSm passing and repassing oh 
their different avdc^>ns, fortune-tellers, balladr 
gingers, mimics, jugH^, and mountebank^ veitli 
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thA various crowcb that foDy or curiosity never 
fiulfl to collect aroand thein, (though a woman ki 
hardly ever to be seen,) block up the most spacious 
fitreets, and render them extremely disagreeable. 

The imperial palace is by far the most remark* 
able edifice ^|n this vast cityf the grandeur of 
which conllsts in the regularity, number, and 
extent of its courts, buildings, and gardens, more 
than in just des^ or elegant architecture. The 
palace includes a space of three miles in circum- 
ference, in which are houses for a& the officers of 
the court, and the emperor's artificers. The front 
of the palace makes a splendid exhibition of gild- ' 
ing, paint, and varnish; whUe the inside is deco- 
rated with every precious or beautiful material the 
known world can supply. 

The gardens are pleasant beyond description.. 
In ebort, every thing that luxury, indolence, and 
pomp can require, or ingenuity, labour, and art 
can invent for their gratification, seems to be here 
united. 

Whilst I was at Pekin^ my curiosity induced 
me to inquire the prices of their meal. On my 
entering the shop, I saw> ojiLast^before it, an 
earthen stove, with a gridiioi^fe^ced on it; and, 
on my employiilg a'vmely of signs to obtain the 
infinrmatbn I wanted, die bulch^ instantly begleua 
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to cot off small, thin slices of meat, about the sisse 
of a crown-pieoe, and broiled it as &st as I could 
eat them. I took about a dozen of these slices, 
which might, altogether, weigh seven or eight 
ounces ; and when I paid him, which I did by 
giving him a string of small coin, he pulled off the 
amount of the demand, which was ,ten of these 
pieces. I saw numbers of people in the butchers' 
shops, regaling themselves with beef and mutton 
in (he same manner. 

I was a good deal amused in seeing the barbers 
running about the streets, in great niunbeis, with 
instruments for shaving the head and cleansing 
the ears. They carry with them for this purpose 
a portable chair, a stove, and a sB|iIl vessel of 
water; and whoever wishes to undergo eidier of 
these qperations, sits down in the street, while the 
operator performs bis office. To distinguish their 
profession, they carry a large pair of steel tweezers^ 
which they open with their fingers, and then let 
them close again with some degree of violence, 
which produces a shrill sound, that is heard at a 
considerable distance: such is their mode of seek* 
ing employmwt 

This trade, iqfttina, must be a very profitable 
one, because every man must be shaved on a part 
of the head where it is impossiUe to shave 



FIBE-SIDE STORIES. 199 

sdf. Besides these, at the end of every street, 
we met men supporting over their shoulders, bam< 
boos, at the ends of which were suspended bas- 
kets, containing eggs, fish, &c., whilst hawkers 
and pedlars expose to view the folds of the rich 
silks and stuffs that they carry in bags at their 
backs. Indeed, besides the variety of trades that 
cure stationary in the city, many thousands of its 
inhabitants cry their goods, and expose them to 
sale as in a European metropolis. 

I was particularly struck with the neatness of 
the Chmese, in their tubs, baskets, and boxes ; and 
I heard that, in presents, the outward package fre- 
quently exceeds the value of the contents. 

A Chinea% dwelling-house is shut towards Uie 
street by the outer wall ; and even when the gate 
is opened, a screen of masonry fronting the en- 
trance, and considerably exceeding it in width, 
intercepts the view ; but the front yards of all of 
them are set off by some flowering shrubs, or 
dwarf trees, and not sddom adorned also with 
treillage-work, covered with creeping plants, and 
making titerally a bower befi»re their doors. 

As I was one day passing by a py4oo, or rectan* 
gular-shaped gateway, my attention was arrested 
by seeing two Chinese engaged in a yident quar- 
rd: presently they sdzed each other by the long 
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hair of their head% whkh they twisted yndieaatij 
till both fell to the gcoimd; their eyes seemed 
barBting from their socketg, and their whole coun- 
tenance seemed distorted. Indeed, I could not 
bear to witness any long^ such infliction of pain, 
and walked on ; though I must do them the jus- 
tice to say, that they seldom proceed, however vio- 
lent in gesture and language, to such lengths, a 
«mart blow from a fexi often satisfjringtheirpassion. 
Proceeding in my walk^ I observed before me 
a (Nrocession in white. I fdlowed, supposing it to 
be bridal festivities. On reaching it, however, I 
found it was a funeral. The coffin itself was 
pitched on the inside, and, as this was a man of 
consequence, was japanned wi^i]t«» The frame 
that suppcNted it was gilt, and made of immense 
beams of timber* It was shaded by a canopy 
gaily coloured, and preceded by banners of varie^ 
gated silk, and by men eanying the figures of a 
tiger, (marking the milkary piX)fes8ion of the de> 
ceased,) an armed man on horsdsack, and a lady 
on an ostrich. Behind came the female moum> 
ers, in chairs covered with white cloth, whidi I 
heard was the mouxning colour in China. The 
male rdations jHreceded the Qorpse. They aho 
wore white vests, stockings, and boorts ; and on 
th^ heads were caps shaped like those of the me- 
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ehanics in England. They were each supported 
by friends, occupied in preventing them from giv- 
ing way to that immoderate grief dieir coun- 
tenances seemed to indicate they were jurone to* 
Over their heads were carried umbrellas, with deep 
curtains hanging from the edge. Several persons 
were employed to btirn circular pieces of papet 
covered with tin foil, as they passed burial-grounds, 
the one to which they were conveying the corpse, 
being at a distance. They are particularly scru- 
pulous about the time and place of interment ; and, 
indeed, this point is carried to such a length among 
the rich, that coffins are often detained at home, 
or in gardens, under temporary ropfs, to protect 
them from the weather, till the right spot and hour 
can be determined upon. The pieces of tin foil 
are understood to be convertible, in the next stages 
of existence, into the means of providing the ne- 
cessities of that new life. I had afterward an op- 
portunity of perceiving the ceremonies that pre- 
cede the frineral ; and as they are remarkable, I 
shall insert them. The deceased, dressed in his 
best apparel, and with the insignia of his office, ot 
dignities, was placed in his coffin, and an invita- 
tion was given to his relations and friends to pay 
him their last respects. His coffin, which wasrco- 
vered with a white cloth, was placed in the prin- 
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GfMl room of the house ; and a table, on whkh 
va0 his image, sunrounded with wax candles, 
flowers, and perfunies, was set before the corpse. 
The mourners then prostrated tbemselveai, and 
several times beat their heads Against the floor. 
After which they placed the perfumes and tapero 
fbey brought with them <m the tables, the particur 
lar friends of the deceased groaning and weeping 
bitterly all the while. In the meanwhile^ Chang, 
the eldest son, attended by his brothers Na-yin- 
ching and Ching-ta-jin, came from behind a cur- 
tain on one side of the coffin, and with counte- 
nances strongly indicative of grief, likewise struck 
their heads against the floor ; the women, who 
still remained concealed, venting frequent exdat- 
mations of sorrow. This ceremony being ended, 
they all rose up, and were conducted into another 
apartment, where they were entertained with tea 
and preserved fruit. These obsequies were rqjeal- 
ed for several days ; and I understood that it was 
expected that the sons should abstain, during that 
period, from every indulgence, either in eating, 
drinking, or sleeping. 

I told you I visked the shc^. Going into a 

^ cabinet maker's one day, I. saw some chairs hand- 

floniely caryed in wood, and decorated with pear 

^ocksi (the j4uiQag« <rf which was real, andooly 
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file bodies artificial,) wkh the legs haxiging down, 
a9 we see them ia poulterer's shops. Whilst I 
vrsB m there, a beggar entered, soMciting alms. 
He had a bell and a basket, and he rang till he 
obtained some provisdons. I afterwards saw them 
with horns, which they blow till their wants ard* 
satisfied ; and' I must confess that this noisy me* 
tiiod of si^^plieation was generally very successful 

Whilst we were at Pekin, I walked into that 
part called the Chinese city, a small part of which 
only is occupied bv buildings ; the rest is empty, 
imd a part of it in cultivation. Within this com- 
pass has been raised the Sien Nongtan, or emi- 
nence of venerable agriculturalists. Thither the 
emperor repairs every spring, and, in compliance 
with ancient usages goes through the ceremony of 
directing the plough with his own hand, through 
a small field, by way of dding honour to the pro- 
fession of the husbandmen. 

After his majesty has directed that instrument 
for about an hour, a group of peasants, chanting 
at the same time roimd him hymns in praise of 
husbandry, the princes of his court and great offi- 
cers of state following his example, and taking the 
plough by turns, make several furrows in his pre* 
amce. They all, as well as the emperor himsdf^ 
are clothed in the garb befitting tlieir Uf/W eccu- 
pation. 
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The produde of the' ground thus ploughed is 
carefuUy coUactodi and scdemnly amumnced to 
smpasB, in quality and quantity what any other 
spot of equal dimensions had yielded in the year. 
The celebration of tUsexemplary festival is known 
throughout the emiw^ and sheds a d^ee of im- 
portance on the lowest agriculturalist 

Before I leave Pekin, I must just notice the dress 
of the Chinese. The ladies, for of course I must 
begin with them, dress their hair very curiously^ 
and (Huament their curls with gold and silver flow- 
ers ; sometimes wearing the figure of a bird, the 
expanded wings of which embrace the temples, 
while the spreading tail forms a plume on the^ 
crown of the head. ** 

The younger ladies frequently wear a sort of 
cap, made of pasteboard covered with silk ; the 
fore part of which, rising into a point, is adorned 
with pearls, diamonds, and other valuable and ex- 
pensive decorations ; the top being ornamented 
with flowers, mixed with small bodkins, or pins 
headed with jewels. 

Beneath their gown^, which reach from head 
to foot, the ladies wear a rich vest, composed either 
of satin or embroidery. Their arms are conceal- 
ed by long, wide sleeves, the favourite colours of 
which are green, blue or red. Ykdet colour and 



FTREH31DE 8TORIE& • 206 

black are worn only by those advanced in years, 
who seldom use any other nietbod of adorning 
their heads than by wrapping a piece of cloth 
about them. 

The men in China shave their heads, except a 
single lock on the crown. Of their caps I have 
already spoken, in my account of the visit of the 
first mandarins. Their shirts are made of various 
kinds of cloth, and are disprc^rtionably wide. 
In summer their necks die bare, but in winter 
they use a band of satin or fur. The Chinese 
wear a long robe with folded laf^ts, and fastened 
by gold or silver buttons, according to the ability 
or inclination of the wearer ; and the sleeves are 
broad towards the shoulder, but contracted- at the 
wrist. A sash is tied round their waists, the 
extremities of which reach their knees; and in 
this they carry their purse, knife, two small sticks, 
serving as a fork, and other trifling articles. Un- 
der this robe they wear linen drawers in summer; 
and in winter, breeches made of fur or satin. 

Boots are universally worn by the Chinese of 
all ranks, whenever they appear in public. This 
custom might be convenient enough, if it was 
only used in winter, but fashion can alone render 
it tolerable in summer. To such a pitch do they 
carry their partiality for boots, that they will not 
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receive a Tioter till they have dtawn them on, 
as the n^ect woyld be esteaiued the height of 
incivility. 

When they visit in form, they wear their robes, 
and a long silk gown, visually blue, which is girt 
round them; a violet or black-coloured cloak, 
* hanging down to their knees, is thrown loosely 

over the whcie ; and they carry a &n in their 
hands. But though these formalities are never to 
be dispensed with in public, even in the hottest 
weather, in private and among their intimates ^hey 
seldom wear any thing but a pair of linen or taffety 
« • drawers. With respect .to the mechanics and la- 
^- • bourers in the southern provinces, they free them- 
selves from any incumbrance of dress, even be- 
yond the prescriptions of decency, walking the 
streets in only a single pair af drawei*s. 

The dress of ceremony of the mandarins con- 
sists of blue gauze, or crape, with some flowered 
satin beneath, and is plain and not unbeaxning. 

* An embroidered badge, marking their rank, 
whether civil or military, is fixed upon their robe 
before and behind. In one instance, I remarked, 
that, on the square embroidery on the breast of a 

• civil magistrate, was worked, in party-coloured 
silk, a phoenix ; while a tiger, similarly wrought on 
a governir's robes, denoted his mflitary profession. 
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With respect to the fiinuture of the houses, ja- 
ponaed tables, c%thi0et9, and screens, with a pro- 
iiision of china, may be. considered as the only 
domestic articles of magnificence or value. The 
varnish, which is always laid upon their tables, 
prevents them from imbibing moisture, or being 
injured by dust, and consequently they are not 
covered with cloths. They spread no sheets on 
their beds. They have not adopted the use of 
Unen, and white cotton is applied by most of them 
to only very few purposes. The coarse cloth 
generallyused by them, will admit of being steeped 
in alkaline ley, for the purpose of being washed 
or freed from the impurities which stuck to it 
while worn. The alkali employed for this piir- 
pose, is a white fossil substance, found in plenty 
about Pekin; nor do they in most cases require 
any other, except, indeed, for cleansing the* skin, 
in regard to which, the Chinese are not without 
abundance of cosmetics. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

We now received orders for leaving Pekin, in 
order to pay a visit to the emperor, at his court, 
situated at Zhe-hol, and took for this purpose a 
direction towards the northern frontier of the em- 
pire; and hence we had an opportunity, of seeing 
the flowers and shrubs peculiar to the country. 
Not a weed is to be found that is useless, in China; 
not a vegetable which is not applied to some do- 
mestic purpose. They manufacture, for instance, 
cloth ^om the fibres of a dead nettle ; and paper 
from the bark of different vegetables, from the 
fibres of hemp, and from the straw of rice. They 
extract an excellent oil from the kernels of apri- 
cots, in lieu of olives; and for more common pur- 
poses, from the seeds of hemp, of cotton, of tur- 
nip, of a species of mint, and a number of others. 
The cup of the acorn serves them to dye black. 
• They draw from the carthamus their finest red, 
sddom usapg carmine: and they are remarkable 
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for the brilliant scarlet hue they give to paper. A 
species of the &gara they use for pepper, and the 
shepherd's purse is often to be found in their salads. 

Nothing, as we proceeded, fras more beautiful 
among trees than the willow, whose long, pendant 
branches and leaves adorned the streams. One 
erf them which we observed was fifteen feet in 
girth, as measured at a man's height above the 
root. Here too we saw the kind of sheep, the 
short, thick, fleshy tails of wliich, weighing several 
pounds, are so highly prized by Chinese epicures. 

We were often surprised in our route, by seeing 
young girls, perhaps not more than ten years of 
age, and sometimes younger, coming out of their 
houses with long pipes in their mouths, formed of 
bamboo tubes, filled with tobacco. Indeed, the 
prevalence of smoking was very striking; and we 
observed in all the low grounds, that great quanti- 
ties of this fevourite herb were planted. 

As our route led us through some part of Tar- 
tary, we had opportujiities of observing that cele- 
brated wall, which, carried over the tops of the 
highest mountains, along the ridges of hiUs, do- 
ecending into the deepest valleys, crossing upon 
arches over rivers, and doubled and trebled in many 
parts to take in important passes, and intersected 
with towers or massy b^tion^ almost ev^ hun- 

•1^ 
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dred yards, as &r as the eye can reach, presented 
to our YJewa work of astonishing magnitude. This 
wall, ix f(»rtification, extends through a course of 
fifteen hundred miles, and was the boundary line 
between the dvilized Chinese and the several rest- 
lees Tartar tribes. 

We w&e pleased, as we went along, with the 
head-dress of flowers, so universally worn by the 
. women, which neither poverty nor age can induce 
them to resign. Unlike the original Chinese, the 
feet of the Tartar women were not only left to ex- 
pand to their ftill growth, but they had on shoes, 
the soles of which w^e at least an inch in thick- 
ne^ Their features were delicate, but their com- 
plexions were heightened by art ; and the curious 
fashion of a thick patch of vermillion in the middle 
of the lower Up, seemed to be a favourite mode of 
painting amongst them. In the northern provinces 
they wear large shirts and drawers, made of calico, 
or some light stuff, lined entirely with sheeps' skins, 
fastened with leather straps round the waist. 
They wear also jed boots, and flat bonnets with 
some little ornaments. 

In the southern provinces they content them- 
selves with a kind of sheep-skin gown, in winter, 
with a bonnet, and merely a calico garment in 
siunmer. Bed is their ftivourite colour, and is 
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always worn by the men on state occaBions; both 
sexes, indeed, share in their love of scailet, and 
neither think themseLves richly habited without it. 

The air now became cooler than we had expe- 
rienced in China, and our attention was often at- 
tracted tp the trees and animals that we met 
with. Amongst the most curious of the latter was 
a species oi hare, remarkable not only for its quality 
of changing the cdourof itsfur from brown or red 
to white ; but also for the curious conformation and 
extraordinary length of its feet and toes, which, join- 
ing together when it leap^ over snow, form a broad 
base that supports the animal from sinking into it 

The wells in this part of the country struck me 
as singular; or rather the buckets for drawing up 
the water. They werft composed, instead of tStaves, 
of twigs wattled or platted together, with so much 
care and ingenuity as to be capable of holding any 
liquid. In every garden was a well, so that the 
vegetables, &c, never suffered from the want of 
moisture. Garlic and other acrid and aiomatic 
vegetables abounded; serviug as a relish to the 
millet and other grain, on which the peasantry 
principally subsisted. 

Having reaxihed Zhe-hol, the place where the 
emperor then was, and having been entertained, 
not only with great magnificence, but with plays, 
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and exhibitions of sieight-of-hand, for which the 
Chinese are femous, we prepared to quit the splen- 
did scene, and returned by the same route to Pe- 
kin; from which we shortly again embarked on 
the river Pei-ho, intending to proceed to Canton. 
I shall not, however, tl^^nk it worth while to con- 
duct you step by step in our prepress, but shall only 
ofier you the result of those observations I made in 
my frequent excursions into the country, not only 
when on the river I have before mentioned, but 
also when we quitted that and entered upon others; 
because, as our boats wese proceeding against a 
strong current, we often found it more agreeable 
to quit them for a time, and pursue the land track 
which led by the side of the stream. But ere I pro- 
ceed iitthe detail of the natural curiosities, I must 
tell you of a sacrifice, that was made by the mas- 
ter of one our yachts to the spirit of the river,when, 
from its amazing rapidity, he deemed it necessary 
to offer a propitiation, in order to secure a safe pa^ 
sage. For this purpose, surrounded by his crew, 
assembled on the forecastle, and holding in his 
hand a cock, as a victim, he wrung off its head, 
and committing it to the stream, consecrated the 
vessel with the blood spouting from the body, by 
sprinkling it upon the deck, the masts, the anchor, 
and the doors of the apartments, and sticking upon 
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them a few of the feathers of the bird. Several 
bowls of meat were then brought forward, and 
ranged in a Une across the deck. Before these 
were placed a cup of oil, one filled with tea, one 
with ardent spirits, and a fourth with salt; the cap* 
tain making at the same time three profound incli- 
nations of the body, with hands uplifted, and mut- 
tering a few words, as if in solicitation to the deity. 
The loo, or brazen drum, was forcibly beaten in 
the mean time ; lighted matches were held towards 
heaven, papers covered with tin or silver-leaf ^ere 
burnt, and crackers were fired off in great abun- 
dance by the crew. The captain afterward made 
hbations to the river, by emptying into it, firom the 
vessel's prow, the several cups of liquids; and con- 
cluded with throwing into it, also, that which held 
- the salt. All the ceremonies being over, axid the 
bowls of meat removed, the people feaste^ on it, 
and afterward with confidence, launched th^ yacht 
into the current. As soon as she had reached the 
opposite shore, the captain returned thanks to 
Heaven, with three inclinations of the body. 

Besides daily offerings, and adorations at the 
altar, erected on the Idft or honourable side of the 
cs^in, in every Chinese vessel, the sol^nn sacri- 
fice above described, was made to obtain the bene- 
fit of a fair wind; or to avert any impending dan- 
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ger. The particular spot upon the forecaade^ 
where the principal ceremonies are performed, is 
not willingly suffered to be occupied or defded by 
any person on board. I could not but pity the men- 
tal darkness an9 superstition that enveloped this 
people; and yet I respected the principle that led 
them to implore a guidance superior to their own. 
We often passed through fields of rice, and, as 
I have noi before made any allusion to this useful 
and necessary grain, I shall give you an. account 
of the process employed in rfering and preparing 
it for use. It is first soaked in a preparation of 
manure, and then sown thickly. Immediately after 
it has been committed to the eartii, a thin sheet of 
. water is brought over it either by channels leading 
firom the spot, or by means of chain pumps, the 
use of which is &miliar to the Chinese. When 
the shoots appear, which is in a few days, the re- 
mainder of the ground is ploughed and made level 
As soon as they have attained height of six or 
seven inches, the shoots arcT plucked up by the 
roots, the tops of the blade cut off, and each root 
planted separately; sometimes in small furrows, 
turned with the plough; and sometimes in holes 
made in rows, by a drilling-stick for that purpose. 
They are set about half a foot asunder, are* a 
second time irrigated, and each field is subdivided 



.FXRE-8I0E fTQIUES. HiH 

by narrow ridges of clay, into small enclosures. 
When the grain is ripe, it is leaped with a small 
fflcjde, denticulated like a saw, and crooked; and 
when the sheaves are reaped, they are placed regi>- 
larly in frames ; two of which, suspended at the^ ex- 
tremities of a bamboo pole, are carried across the * • 
shoulders of a man,, to the place intended for dis- 
engaging it from the stems which had suj^rted it 
This operation is performed by striking tt against 
a plank set upon its edge, or by beating it against 
the side of a large tub, scallopped for that purpose ; 
the back and sides being much higher than the 
front, to prevent the grain flFom being dispersed. 
After being winnowed, it is carried to the granary. 
To remove the skin or husk of rice, a large, 
strongleathern ves^l or hollow stone, in form some- 
what like that which is used elsewhere for£Uering 
water, is fixed firmly in the ground; and the grain 
placed in it is struck with a conical stone fixed to 
the extremities of a lever, and cleared, sometime, 
indeed, very imperfectly, from the husk.. The 
stone is frequently worked by a p^aon tneading on 
the levCT. The same object is also attained by 
passing the grain between two flat atones, of a cir- 
cular form ; the upper of which turns round upon 
the other, but at such^ distance as not to crush 
the intermediate grain. It i^ also performed by 
watexrmills of a peculiar construction. 
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We passed, one moming^veral of those curious 
trees, the croton sebiferum of Linn6,£rom the fruit 
of which is obtained a kind of vegetable £ai, with 
which the Chinese make a great proportion of 
their candles. This fruit, in its external appear- 
ance, bears a resemblance to the berries of ivy. As 
soon as it is ripe, the capsule opens, and divides 
into two, or, more frequently, three divisions, and 
felling offj discloses as many kernels, each attach- 
ed by a separate footstalk, and covered with a 
fleshy substance, of snowy whiteness, contrasting 
beautifully with the leaves of the tree, which, at 
this season are of a tint between a purple and scar- 
let. - The fat, or fleshy substance, is separated from 
the kernels by crushing and bruising them in wa- 
ter. The candles made of this fat are firmer than 
those of tallow, as well as free from all offensive 
odour. 

But these are not the only candles made in 
China. A light, inflammable wood is used, in the 
lower ^rtr^nnty of which is placed a small tube, 
to receive an iron pin, which is placed on the flat 
top of thie candlestick, and thus supports the can- 
dle without the necessity of a socket. There are 
also a few wax candles, made from the produce 
of insects not much exceeding the size of the do- 
mestic fly, of a curious structure; having pectinitted 
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aqgpendages rising in «i curve, bending towards the 
head, not unlike the form of the tail feathers of the 
common fowl, but in the opposite direction. - Bvery. 
part of the insect is, in colour of a perfect white, or, 
at least, completely covered with a white powder. 
They are usually found on a plant resembling 
privet ; and the particular stem frequented by these 
insects, is entirely whitened by a substance or 
powder of that colour, strewed upon it by them. 
This is afterward collected, and, by a certain pro- 
cess, converted into candles. 

Of the mulberry-trees, which abound, and the 
cultivation of the silkworm, with the maimer of 
weavingthe web, I shall say nothing, because every 
one is supposed to be acquainted with the process ; 
except, however, remarking, that, after the silk is 
wound off, the aurehas furnish an article foi* the 
table. . 

In this excursion, I met also with that peculiar 
species of the cotton-shrub, which produces the 
cloth iisually called nankeen in Europe. In some 
provinces whfire it grows, the down* Enveloping 
the seed is of a white colour; bat in others, owiag, 
it .is supposed, to the superior quality of the soil, it 
is of the same yellow tinge which it preserves 
when spun and woven into cloth. 
V The common cotton-shrub, of which I sawseve- 
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. ral plaataiions, rises to about two feet in height, 
and flowers by the middle of Augui^ It is propa- 
gated Iff seed. The blossoms are chiefly yellow, 

- but sometimes red. After the flower drops ofi*, a 
small l^utton appears, about the size of a nut, with 
three njper^ures, in which, on the fortieth day fiom 
the Mowing of the flower, threei' or four folds of 
eoUon are discernible. As all the fibres of the 
cotton firmly adhere to the seeds they enclose, the 
separation is oMiged to be eflected by means of 
an engine peculiarly adapted to the purpose, after 
which it is carded and spun. 

It is not my intenti(m to proceed to an account 
of all the curious shrubs and trees China produces ; 
but I should be unpardonable, were I to neglect 
giviQg a minute descrifHtion of that remarkable 
tree, or rather shrub, the leaves of which form so 
very considerable a branch of European com- 
merce :. need I say tea ? In almost every pro- 
viuce in th§ " Celestial Empire," this shrub 4b 
called tcha, and is distinguished into three kinds. 
The first, ^hich we denominate green tea, grows 
in vast quantities onf a mountain of Kiung-nan, 
where the plants are placed in regular order, and 
kept constantly pruned, to prevent their runniog 
too high ; being renewed every third or fourth 
year, as the leaves in that space of time usually 
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become hard, thick, and tough. The bloesDm 10 
compoeed of five white leaves, in the shapfe o^ a 
rose ; and is succeeded by a small, moisi benyj 
of a taste similar to that of' the leaves. In pr(^ 
vinces where these shrubs are suffered to grow to 
their full height, they rise to. ten or tin^ve leet^^nd, 
while the branches are young an(i tender, th^y at€ 
bent downwards by the natives, for the c(»iveqr 
ience of* gathering the leaves. 

The second sort of tea, which we call bohea, 
grows principally in the province of Fo-kien, de* 
riving its name from a celebrated mountain, 
famous for many houses and temples of the Chi* 
nese bonzes, or priests. This mountain is of a 
sandy, light soil ; and the only difference between 
the tea that grows here, and the former, is, that 
the leaves, which are rounder and shorter, incline 
to a black colour, and produce, by infusion, a 
tincture of a deeper yellow. k& this liquor is in-, 
offensive to the weakest stomach, and the taste 
not unpleasant, it is much esteemed in every part 
of the empire. 

Of this kind they make four sorts of tea, though 

is feet, the only difference consists in' the time of 

gathering it, and the state of the leaves. The 

'first is the tender leaf, when just opened, and is 

* generally disposed of to the emperor and persoae^ 
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of ths firat rank, aa which account it is called im- 

m 

penal tea ; the second consists of leaves of a ftdler 
growth^ which are likewise much'esteemed ; the 
third sort Is the leaves full grown, which are sold 
exceedingly cheap ; and the fourth sort is com- 
posed (rf the- flowers, ok blossoms, which, though 
they produce but a very insipid liqucn-, are sold at 
^p. exorbitant rate. 

The third principal sort comes from a village 
in the province of Yun-nan, near which lies the 
mountain where it chiefly grows. These leaves 
(and, indeed, every kind undergoes the same pro- 
cess) are rolled up, each separately, by women, 
almost in the form they assumed before they be- 
came expanded in the progress of their growth, 
and are sold at a high price. All other sorts of 
tea are only diflferent species of these three genera; * 
and the diversity in taste and appearance, arises 
from the various soils on which they are produced, 
and the methods of preparing them. 

We met also with the plant, called by the 
Cbinegi, cha-whau, or the flower of the tea, on 
acoount of the resemblance of one to the other ; 
and because its petals, as well as the entire flowers 
of the Arabian jessamine, are sometunes mixed 
among the teas, in order to increase their fragrance. 

The pea-tree is reckoned very curious^ and 
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it struck me as such. It grows te an as« 
toniffhing size, and the shape, colour, and taste of 
its produce exactly corresponds with our common 
garden-pea. 

But I must n¥L continue these descriptions, or 
ycfVL will perhaps grow tired ; for all have not my 
predilection for botany — all are not equally fond 
of natural history. Besides, I have never told 
you any thing of the persons of the natives ; and 
you would perhaps like to know,'that most of the 
men had blunt noses turned upwards, high cheek- 
bones, and large Ups, with complexions dark and 
muddy. Their hair was universally black, thick, 
and strong, where it was allowed to grow ; and 
Ihey often wear whiskers. We saw but few 
ladies. Those we did see, were, from the fair- 
^ness of their comfdexions, and th« beauty anct 
delicacy of their features, entitled to admiration. 

When we arrived at Canton, in which, after all 
we had seen of Chinese towns and cities, there 
was little to attract notice^ I went to see the 
Chinese art of printing. It consisted in nothipg 
more than cutting, in relief, the forms of the 
written characters on some compact wood, dauh> 
ing afterward those diaracters whh a bi^ek, glu-r 
tmous substance, and pressing upoi^ them difi*^:ent 
sheets of paper, (itself a previous and ingenious 
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invention,) each sheet taking thus tm impressioil 
of the characters upon whkh it had been laid. 

Walking down, the streets at noon-daj, I was 
'•surprised by the number of persons I met with 
lighted £d,n]i)eaux and torches^Uowed by others 
cairying packages. In a fe^^siHKMtnents, however, 
I perceived a magnificent chau;, in which, I was 
inxormed, was seated a lady^,- Who, amidst the 
harmony of a variety of musical instruments that 
attended her, was being conducted to the house 
of her intended bridegroom. As the chair was 
locked, and none bu( the intended husband is 
permitted to open it, I cannot give my young 
readers any description of her personal charms; 
though^ I suppose, they were acknowledged, as the 
intended spouse did not shut the chair, and return 
her to her relations, as he would have done had' 
he not admired her ; but conducted her into his 
hall, where they each made four devout prostra- 
tions to Tien* The ceremony was concluded, I 
was told, by the lady's respectful acknowledg- 
ments to her husband's relations; when she 
joined her female friends assembled on the occa- 
sion, whilst the gentleman, in a separate apart- 
ment, entertained his guests. 

Marriages in Chiiia are conducted by parents, 
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and the young lady is known 6tAy to her future 
husband by the r^presentiitions he receives of her 
from a number of old woittien,who prilipipally trans- 
act the business. The bridegnx^si presefats a few* 
ornaments to his i)iten4^ spouse, and ^ iride's • 
relations sign a conitact, in which, they agree to 
give a certain sum, to be expended in apparel, no 
fortune being ever given with a daughter. ' 

I visited some of the mantifactodes where the 
beautiful porcelain was made ; but as the operation • 
is'Very similar to that pursued in our potteries, a 
description of it is unnecessary. • 

Of the religion of the Chinese I have said but 
little, because full and abundant accounts are giveiF 
in most geographical works. I have, however, I 
hope, laid clearly before youthemost striking haUts 
and manners of the country ; and it therefore only 
remains for me to say, that we quitted Canton 
when our arrangements were.completc,badeiidieu' 
to. that city, and proceeded to Macao, from whepige 
we sailed to St. Helena; and, finally, safely reach- 
ed the happy shores of England. * ■ . ' 

My rambling days are over, my strength is ex- 
hausted, and my mind seeks and finds its best 
comforts in the quiet of domestic scenes. But I 
still recollect, with pleasure, all that I have seen — 
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stiD recuf to the kindneflB I received] and rejoice 
to think, that friendship can exist independent of 
country, hatnls, ok mann^fs. 
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THE GEOGRAPHICAL ' PRESENT, Part 1. ; beixitf . 
descriptions of the several countries of Europe, embellished 
with twelve beautifully coloured engravings. 

THE GEOGRAPHICAL PRESENT,' Part U. ; behig 
descriptions of the several countries of Asia, Australasia^ and 
Polynesia, with twelve beautifully coloured engravings. 

THE GEOGRAPAICAL PRESENT, Part III. ; being 
descriptions of the several countries of Africa, with twelve 
beautifully coloured engravings. - 

TALES FROM AMERICAN HISTORY, containing the 
principal facts in the life of Christopher Columbus, for the 
use of young persons and schools. By the author of ^^ Popu- 
lar lessons," &c. Embellished with four engravings. 

We are happy for the' honour of our country, for the interests of our 
growing literature, that works of this character are in greater demand 
now than heretofore. An American youth should certainly know all 
that relates to the short but interesting history of his country ; and we 
conceive it to be the duty of parents and tutors to have them instructed 
in this departoieiU of learning. The little volume now before ue, ist 
admirably suited for families as well as schools ; it ought to be adopted 
in all our principal seminaries. It is well written, highly intersfitilig 
and instructive, and embellished with beautiful copperplate engravings. 
The second edition is accompanied by neasly five hundred questions, 
which will greatly enhance its value.— »Z.a(itef Garland.' 

TALES OF A GRANDFATHER, being stories taken 
from Scottish history. By Sir Walter Scott; 6 vals. 18mo. 
with twelve engravings. 

The author }^ not, in these volumes, given us any of the half d^> 
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cmd ftviti flf iljitiqpftrwii 1e9Mrcl^ aorbfUi^t to KgJit any |»rticB- 
li^ dftrk paaMf es on fke ttafe of hiatflry ; M ha to ^^me a ^poi 
jwiln to the yowtMuI vtudeat o« t^ Ikto ot mtiiif , and the vicMii- 
fades of Ae worid:^ He hai obrioudy dMsen the mott striluDg featureB 
of hki oooDtrjr^s tsnab, not only to Bitnici by historical &cts toe inm9g 
sonwiriun, but to impress upoB their ptinds practicsl moral truths. 

^mim JMirqrjf Gazgtte, 

THE TWIN SISTERS, or the AdtrantagM of Religion. 
By BfiM SaniUMPi. Third American from the nxteenth Loi^ 
don edition. 

PROVIDENTIAL CARE, a file founded on facto. By 
Mist Sandham. 

Y'arents cannot pot into the hands of their childftn a|n<^e intwesti^g 
work, nor one which is better calcalated to give a Ttrtuoos bias to their 
■nnds^ than this tittle production of Miss Sandhsm's. The whcte 
■tory exemplifies the truth, that virtoe has its rewatd, and that tho 
safest reli«BOe is oimi kind Providence.— iVeiP-Forik Farmer, 

FIRESIDE STORIES, or Recollections of my School- 
Fellows, being a description of Ea^tom manners, &c. illus* 
trated^with twelye engravings. 

THE LIFE OF MOSES, tfritten by a friend of little . 
cbildren, embellished with eight engravings. 

^e object Of this Itttfe book before us. is to call the special notice of 
the young, to the ^ meek'* man^ with whom the Lord spake ^/ace to 
free, as a man speaketh unto his friend." It designs to build a tabor* 
nacle for Moses. And its chief object has been happily attained. 

The fitUfO volume breathes, throughou(| a^ spirit of unfeigned love to 
OoD, through Jesus Chaist OTfaXiOaD. It is not a mere dry detaR- 
of fact^; but many of its numerous practical reflections are admirably 
suited to the capacities, and appeal poweriiilly to toe hearts of du^ 
djren ; ehristiun children.— 7^ Family Visitor, . 

THE BARBADOES GIRL. By ^frs. HoiBand. With 
ftontispiece.and engraved title. 

THE ESKDALE HERD-BOY, a Scottish Tale, for the 
instraction and amusement olf yoUbg pel%<ms. ' By Mis. 
Blackford. ^ . 

JMlrs. Blackford is well known at the author ef the ^ Scottid^Oi^' 
plutos," "Arthur Monteii^,'* aad several other works, whichhave . 
acauiredibf her an enviable Btandmgin the literary circles. She h^ 
endeavoured in relating the adventeres of John Telj&r.tfi^ Eskdale 
Herd Boy, to impress en tbe minds of her youne readers, the permanent 
■dvantsfes of early integrity and gntitude. la the i^ort and unlbr* 
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UllMife lifti ofWiQiam Marthi, she ho attempt^ to show th» dutr d^ 
is incumhent on &U ytNin; people, to subdue that disobedient ant se^ . 
willed temper, whicH may otherwise undermine/ not cml^ thsir own 
oomfort and happiness, mit those of their parents and friends, of all 
whom they love, and ot all to whom^they are dear. The character of 
Helen^ is mean^ on the contrary, tolllustrate the inestimable value thit 
adutini) daughter may be o^ both to&thsr and mother ; tb# pmdeaoe^ 
the steadiness, and even the energy which Helen disjMays, on soma 
trying oecasions^ will nol, it is hoped, appear to be overstrained, when. 
'hbT conduct is considered as the result of an education conducted on 
these steady principles, which ensure the love and obedience of the 
ehUd, by inspuine % vm reliavce on thn justice and afl^lion of tbo 
^parent.— CArpntclc of the T^hUa. '* 

THE SCOTTISH ORPHANS, a Moral Tale, founded on 
an Historical fact, And calculated to imprdve the mtttdB oC 
joung people, Bj Mrs. Blackford. 

ARTHUR MONT£ITH,beingr a continuation of the Beol* 
Ush Orphans. By Mm. Blackford. 

IN SCHOOL AND OUT OF SCHOOL, or*the history 
of William and John, an interesting tale. By ona who knows 
both. . ' 

This work is written in a plain and easy style, replete with interest 
end instruction, and everyway Calculated to impress upon the minds <]f 
youth, and insnl therein the most important principles of mbrality and ' 
religion : in short, it is one of the most amusing books of i|^ kind, aad 
is embellbhed wiUi two pretty engrsmngs. 

NORTHERN REGIONS ; or, -Uncle Richard^s %lation« 
of Captain Parry's Voyages for the discovery of a Worth- 
west Ftasage, and Franklin's and CochnCne's -o^ier-land jour* 
neys to other parts of, the world— with 24 engravings. 

This beautiful little volume is another of the many laudaUe attempts 
wh^h, within a few years, have been made with a view of interestmg 
tiie young in seogranlulseil loiowl^ge. It is unnecessary Ihr us to remind 
our readers now {^easing and instructive a juvenile abridgement of 
Parry's voyages must certainly be. 'Moral reflections, in addition, are 
judiciously interspersed witiii the narrative ; and the ntimerous and neat 
plates vrith which the bbok is furnished, seem to make it highly accepta- 
ble as well as usefiil to its/eaders.-^/oumol of Edu^atunu V' 

ANNA ROSS, a story for children, by the author of 
. •Father Clement," «The Deeision," iJCc, with four coloured 
•ingravings. 

This worthy anthor in her intr9duetioB verf pro^rly condemns tte ' 
inconsistencies of many professors, who neglect the moral and religieue 
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•docatKNi flf their chUdren. TUsjitory may Mwbt many of this dass, 

• when makiii|r the effort to instil important mnte into their minds. It 
contains the affectin/tale of Ann^ Rosi^ the orphan danshfer of Major 
Boss ; and by its simple and touching narrative, its fanhful appeal to 
the heart, supported by refereitces.to the word of God, it is emmentlj 
oUciilated to allure and impress the juyemle mind. 

* tfndpn Evangelical Magazine. 

, THE HISTORY OF THE FAIRGHILD FAMILY, or 
the Child's Manual ; boing a collection of stories calculated to 
show the importance and effects of a religious education. By 
Mi's. Sherwood, author orthe ^* JU^dy of tke Manor,'' &c. 2 
vols. iSmo. 

THE DECISION or religion must be all, or is nothing. 
Ninth American Edition. • 

• 

The story iteelf is a very short and simple one, but its characters 
are so true to nature, that we have no doubt it has been drawn from 
what occurred in real life. Our re^etin laving down this little volumd 
was, that it^ too short. As it is, we cnensh the fond expectation 
that the lessons which it is meant to teach, will reach the hearts of 
many hitherto strangers to the truth ; and enable them like Gertrude, 
to choose that better past which shaU never be taken from them. 

Christian Herald, 

. THE SISTERS : a Domestic Tale. By Mrs. Hofland, 

* With frontispiece and engraved title. 

THE MRENT'S ASSISTANT : or, stories for children. 
By Maiti^ f dgeworth ;*2 vols. 18mo. with numerous engra- 
▼ingf^n wood. Contenti — The White Pigeon, Lazy Law- 
rence, TarltoB, the Birth Day Present, Simpie Susan, The 
Basket Womtin, Forfl^e and Forget, Eton Minton, The Mimic, 
Waste Not Want Not, The False Key, The Orphans, Barring 
Out, Old Poz, and the Little Jl^erchants. . 

LITTLE* PLAYS FOR CHILDREN; the Grinding Or- 
gan, Dumb Andy, and the Dame School Holiday ; being a con- 
tinuation of the Parent's Assistant, by Maria Edgeworth, 
embell»hf d with three copper-plnte engravings. 

-7 THE GOVEANESIS ; or the Young .Female Academy. 
By Mrs. Sherwood, author of ^* Lady of thd'I^anor," &c, 

LILY DOU6LA9'; a simple story, humbly intended as a 
I^emiHm and'pattom for Sabbjith Schools, hy the author of 
^.Pierre and hiii,Fai]illy," with frontispiece. Third Ameri- 
can Edition, 
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On the Mediterranean stttion 
|P> Sb« kyfw»1|tce: aJBvra* in her pride; - '^ 
Protect inf t|ke righus of the naUon, '* 
And it8 coramercGon that d^tant tide.. 
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Tiie commander's a galltfnt '<}M cmker, , 

.'^Vot^ivdPknt^wntO'old" Johnny Blilh*» i • 

*' Dad Neptune" has dubbed him a " bruizer/' 
. Arid'h»3 ittmc in t^e boMISiUU) WiiA^]r^'^ 

On board of the oTd "ConstilutW 

He handled 'the foe (jUitfe severe'*' 
'Twas his skill and his crew's resolutiop^ ' '' 

Thlteobtttt(3r^cllhtff#is^atd^*'GKi¥rHe^t;i^ - 

SbjuJJ he evof be c^led on to try,;(\ i,;, 
T|is U^tid a^ a seff^^l^t again, 
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' It) g'.iuy he"*!! shioua the'*' Ohio!'* 

. Aod mak^ her the "QVieen'W the MMih.** 

,». ■ . .:i . 

. Then here's to-eftch Tar in one Navy ^ 

That vient4 the bfl^ moed jff; fame, -u-.-'' 
, Xh u V |n send a 11 ,thvir ^e«.tp '' old {Da vy,^ ^ , | 
Dot'i'i^e^^ jind gover'd with ishanif^ . . ,-., 

* So succ^e lo the gaUkht ** Ohio," 

Lii^ewkK4d.bach brave Tknkee Tar. 
. l^off tbeirCDehtrv^ .starr'd hannen they'd idie, O, 
^^^ Ofij^akeii, vj^torioliein wfir) :> r' ' 
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^^^^' Dc.C 12 'S32 
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